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HOW TO USE THIS MATERIAL

Searchable Pacific Northwest History provides a huge variety of topics to be studied.

I have chosen to use a chronological format that includes a series on indentions
something like an outline so additional material could be easily added and existing
material shifted to a new location. This also allows the reader to “copy and paste”
material from this document into a new document of their own making using the
“document search navigator” on their computer. This access allows anyone to construct
an historic document of their own in “outline” form.

The historic material in Book Four is in chronological order by century, decade, year,
month, week and on occasion day. Events listed out of sequence in an effort make a
point are placed in parenthesis () and non-sequential dates in brackets [ ]. Quotations are
in bold print and footnoted.

To construct an historic document of your own requires a two step process.

1) Our website: http://searchablehistory.com provides a TEMPLATE of the
“outline” formatting required for the new document.

a. Download this TEMPLATE and Save it onto your computer.

b. OPEN the TEMPLATE.
2) Download the MS Word version of Book Four. Information COPIED
from Searchable Pacific Northwest History and PASTED onto the
TEMPLATE will result in a new document being generated in chronological
order and “outline” form.

For instance after generating a formatted TEMPLATE on a computer, a student might search the
exploits of Oregon Territorial Justice William Strong. Opening Searchable Pacific Northwest
History and placing Strong into the search engine shows 15 references to the jurist. The paragraph
“NEWLY APPOINTED OREGON TERRITORIAL OFFICALS TRAVEL WEST” on page 18
could be COPIED and PASTED onto the TEMPLATE. The paragraph “OREGON
TERRITORIAL JUSTICE WILLIAM STRONG ARRIVES IN OREGON” on page 27 notes
their arrival along with other government officials. Adding this material to the “outline” template
would produce a document featuring several aspects and stories of Indian Boarding Schools in
chronological order.

This “outline” provides the foundation for a report. Other information such as personal accounts,

pictures, maps, etc. could be found from additional sources and the internet (used with permission
when necessary) to enhance the final document.
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http://searchablehistory.com/
http://searchablehistory.com/ebooks/DocumentTemplate.docx
http://searchablehistory.com/ebooks/SEARCHABLE-PNW-HISTORY-Book4-Settlement.docx

WHY DID I UNDERTAKE

SEARCHABLE PACIFIC NORTHWEST

HISTORY?

Computers have changed the way we can look at history. The study of our past has always been
constricted by the space available to present it. The person, topic, or event being studied was
confined by the physical limits of books. This constricting of the past is even greater in a history
book dedicated to a very broad subject. Each topic must be compressed to fit the space available.
These restrictions are no longer necessary with the advent of computers and the internet.

The historic material that | have included has had a direct impact on the inhabitants of the Pacific
Northwest. | have tried to focus on topics that people who live here, regardless of decade or
century, would discuss with their family and friends. My hope is that because it was a topic of
conversation and interest to people residing here at one time it may yet be so today.

History happens chronologically and in context. However, it is not taught that way. Rather,
attention is focused on dates, names and selected topics. For instance, the exploration of Captain
George Vancouver might be presented without any mention of the discoveries of Spanish
explorers although both investigations occurred simultaneously and sometimes mutually. Also,
American sea traders were operating in the same waters while Alexander Mackenzie was
actively conducting his overland expeditions to find the Pacific Ocean. Events do not occur in
isolation.

The topics of missionaries to the Pacific Northwest and Hudson’s Bay Company might be
presented without acknowledging both entities were dealing with the same Native Americans at
the same time. These interactions had a unique impact on the Indians. Or, similarly Northwest
Indian wars and Indian treaties are presented without mentioning the treaties came before the
wars. Presenting history one topic at a time, while necessary until now, makes historic context
almost impossible.

Presenting history one topic at a time also presents a false image of the time necessary to
accomplish a task. When students are introduced to the Oregon Trail, attention is perhaps paid to
the preparations essential for the journey and the sacrifices necessary. The route West is depicted
passing by a series of prominent land features, hardships for the travelers may be indicated, and
Oregon is reached three paragraphs or three pages after setting out depending on the detail of the
text. There is no feeling for the nine months the journey on foot took to complete. The neglect of
the amount of time necessary to accomplish a goal is so frequent in history books that this could,
perhaps, account for the instant gratification so often demanded today.

Those of us who enjoy reading history are intrigued with adding new information to what we
have previously discovered. Each addition provides an opportunity to gain new insight. We are
aware that previous generations faced challenges and mysteries much like our own. Discovering
how these demands were met, successfully or unsuccessfully, in the past can guide us as we seek
answers to our own personal and collective dilemmas. Most history instructors strive to teach
their students about history. My goal is to enable students to learn from history. As President
Harry Truman noted: “The only thing new in the world is the history you don’t know.”
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SYNOPSIS

1850-1859

California gold spawned get-rich-quick dreams in Oregonians who less than a decade
before had been completely dependent on Hudson’s Bay Company for their protection
and livelihoods. Married men, bachelors, boys, military deserters and frustrated
missionaries were among the first of the 49ers. Very few made fortunes, some made
enough money to invest in other schemes, most made very little. Many more made
money mining the miners: farmers sold their harvests at fantastic prices, eggs sold for
$1-$3 each, butter at $6 a pound, Long Beach oystermen could get almost any price they
had the guts to ask. But the real money was made by Midwest timber barons who milled
the seemingly endless old growth cedar and fir trees into dressed limber, piled it on fleets
of ships and sailed to San Francisco to attempt to appease the insatiable appetite for
building material.

Change was rapid. Oregon Territory’s government hanged five participants in the
Whitman tragedy. Millard Fillmore became president on the death of Zachery Taylor.
Congress passed the Oregon Donation Land Law giving 320 acres of land to qualified
(not Indian) settlers. Treaties written with six Indians tribes were almost immediately
broken by resentful land grabbers. The U.S. Senate refused to ratify any of the treaties
with Oregon Territory Indians to the confusion of Indians and settlers alike.

Improvements were made in Oregon Territory transportation. Steamboats plied the rivers
and coastline, a mule-powered rail tram delivered goods through the Columbia River
gorge past the Dalles and Cascades rapids. James Longmire opened a wagon route over
Naches Pass to the land surrounding Puget Sound.

Settlers north of the Columbia River demanded a territory of their own. Congress passed
the Organic Act creating Washington Territory March 2, 1853. Incoming President
Franklin Pierce named his officials. Territorial Governor Isaac Ingalls Stevens also
served as Superintendent of Indian Affairs and transcontinental railroad northern route
surveyor along with Army Captain George B. McClellan.

Commander of the United States Pacific Military District Major Gabriel J. Rains led the
U.S. Fourth Infantry to the Pacific District Headquarters at Columbia Barracks. They
were joined by Major Granville Haller leading Company “I” and Major C.H. Larned
with Company “A” traveling on the ship Fredonia.

Territorial Governor/Superintendent of Indian Affairs Isaac Stevens wrote four treaties
imposing change on Western Washington natives. Anger and resentment were the result
of the one-sided bargains. The Walla Walla Treaty provided the same result for Eastern
Washington Indians. Uncoordinated hostilities erupted on both sides of the Cascade
Mountains. Fear and suffering swept over Washington Territory impacting natives and
immigrants alike. Civilian leaders clashed with military officers over strategy. Martial
Law was imposed. The Governor and the Territorial Chief Justice ordered each other
arrested. The governor pardoned himself. Still hostilities continued. Two trials of Indian
leader Leschi resulted in his being hanged. His brother, Quiemuth, was murdered at
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night in the governor’s office. After three years of war the Indians’ world collapsed as
they watched their horse herds shot on the Spokane Plains by Colonel George Wright’s
soldiers.

Oregon became a state February 14, 1859 and Washington Territory expanded to include
all of Idaho, the Western quarter of Montana and the Northwest corner of Wyoming
including today’s Yellowstone Park.

Dispute over ownership of the San Juan Islands resulted in an international incident as
the U.S. Army faced the British Navy in a standoff that resulted in the death of an
American pig. The United States acquired the islands.

1860-1869

Wanapum Indians lived along the Columbia River below the mouth of the Snake River.
For centuries they practiced a religion known as Washani (dancers). Smohalla the
Dreamer was accepted as a prophet and holy man. He opposed Christianity and told
natives that if they returned to their old ways The Changer would drive off the invaders.
This was the foundation of the Indians’ Dreamer Religion.

Indian schools opened to impose American culture on native children in Washington
Territory. Squaxin Island school educated Squaxin and Puyallup children. Puyallup
School for Indian Education opened to provide a more convenient location. St. Anne’s
Mission and Boys Day School opened on the Tulalip Reservation. The first Indian
Boarding School in the United States opened on the Yakima Indian Reservation.

Election of Abraham Lincoln brought Civil War to the nation. When Lincoln issued his
call for support Washington Territory rallied. Women of the territory contributed
clothing and hospital supplies in greater amounts than any other state or territory in the
Union.

Rumors of gold on Nez Perce land in Eastern Washington Territory had been circulating
for several years. These fables became reality on Oro Fino Creek. News of the gold
strike spread like wildfire. Successive finds were made on many Idaho rivers. Gold
seekers came to the placer camps of Washington Territory from the United States,
Hawaii, Canada and Mexico and as far away Europe and China.

One of the beneficiaries of the gold strikes was the Oregon Steam Navigation Company
(OSN). Captain Leonard White piloted OSN’s steamer Colonel Wright up the Snake
River to supply the miners of Oro Fino. OSN purchased the Columbia River portages at
the Dalles and Cascades and installed the “Oregon Pony” steam locomotive on the
Oregon side. Walla Walla became the principal town of the Inland Empire.

Another beneficiary was Henry Plummer who headed a criminal syndicate he ironically
named “The Innocents.” Plummer was elected sheriff for all mining camps east of the
Bitterroot Mountains. He orchestrated a reign of terror relieving miners of their gold,
stealing gold shipments and committing murders. ldaho Territory was created when the
poorly written Organic Act was signed into law March 3, 1863. This legislation failed to
extend the laws of Washington Territory making Idaho a lawless land.
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Asa Mercer at age twenty-two was the president of Washington Territory University in
Seattle. He hit on the idea of bringing 500 war widows from the east coast to the isolated
town as brides for the price of $300 each. Two trips to the east resulted in forty-six
Mercer Girls agreeing to the scheme. Mercer was not celebrated as a hero by 454
brideless Seattleites. He quickly left town.

Confederate States of America signed a surrender agreement ending the Civil War April
9, 1865. Five days later President Abraham Lincoln was assassinated. American
politicians focused on rebuilding the nation.

The transcontinental railroad arrived in Sacramento, California linking the West with the
East May10, 1869.Thanks to generous federal land grants transcontinental railroads
could claim 320 acres with each mile of track laid. Efforts to link Oregon State and
Washington Territory to Sacramento immediately began as schemes to lay track along
both sides of the Willamette River kept rival companies in competition for years.
Financier Jay Cooke agreed to fund the Northern Pacific Railway to connect Duluth,
Minnesota on Lake Superior to Puget Sound.

1870-1879

Women'’s voting rights had been discussed in the Washington Territory legislature in
1866 and 1869 to no avail. Abigail Scott Duniway published The New Northwest, a
weekly women’s suffrage newspaper, in Portland. Suffragist Lizzy Ordway served as
secretary of the Washington Women’s Suffrage Organization. Her efforts resulted in the
territorial legislature granting women the right to vote in school elections. Fifteen
Thurston County women were among the first to vote in America when they cast ballots
in the school election November 1870. Lizzie Ordway was elected School
Superintendent of Kitsap County.

Lumbering boomed in Washington Territory to meet local needs and California
demands. Old growth stands of public forests were frequently raided by timber pirates.
Steam powered sawmills efficiently, if dangerously, turned out dressed lumber to be
carried south by fleets of sailing ships hauling lumber.

Congress provided the Northern Pacific Railway a land grant along their right-of-way to
use to finance construction bonds. Jay Cooke was hired to issue $100 million worth of
bonds in America and Europe. Literature extolling extravagant promises regarding the
Pacific Northwest accompanied the sale of bonds.

Northern Pacific Railway financier Jay Cooke went broke throwing the nation and the
world into a financial panic. Bankers and merchants bought farmland at depressed
prices. The Grange movement attempted to protect farmers. One scheme to combat the
economic depression proposed that newly-mined silver be used to back money in
addition to gold. “Free Silver” advocates thought more cash in circulation would end the
panic but congress feared inflation and passed the “Coinage Act” making gold the
standard. Depression tightened its grip on America.

German immigrant Henry Villard traveled to America to protect European investors in
the Northern Pacific Railway. With Villard’s financing skills Northern Pacific Railway’s
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“Prairie Line” was built by Chinese laborers from Kalama on the Columbia River north
to Tacoma. A large steam ferryboat connected Kalama with Portland.

During America’s Centennial year of 1876 five of twelve companies of Colonel George
Armstrong Custer’s 7th Calvary were annihilated beside Montana Territory’s Little Big
Horn River. Congress approved a systematic plan to end all native resistance. Nez Perce
people were divided into two separate groups: “treaty Indians” who moved onto the
reservation and “non-treaty” Indians who refused to give up their ancestral lands.

In violation of the 1855 Treaty of Walla Walla, U.S. Indian policy now demanded non-
treaty Nez Perce move to a reservation in Idaho Territory. A series of violent encounters
with white settlers in the spring of 1877 resulted in Nez Perce Indians who resisted
removal including Chief Joseph's band fleeing from the United States in an attempt to
gain political asylum in Canada. Chief Joseph led at least 700 men, women and children
over 1,500 miles on one of the most brilliant retreats in American history. The Nez Perce
won many battles along the way but only when soldiers came close or attacked the
Indians. Cold, starving and exhausted Joseph surrendered to Colonel Nelson Miles of
General Oliver Otis Howard’s command in the Bear Paw Mountains of Montana just
forty miles from the safety of the Canadian border.

1880-1889

Northern Pacific Railway linked Duluth, Minnesota and the Great Lakes with the West
coast September 11, 1883. Railroad companies sold the glories of the Pacific Northwest
to Americans and Europeans alike even as the railroad bought politicians in Olympia and
Portland. Washington Territory experienced a flurry of railroad construction projects as
tributary shortline railroads stretched into coal fields, wheat growing regions and forest
lands. Northern Pacific Railway’s Stampede Pass Tunnel through the Cascade
Mountains linked the transcontinental track with Tacoma. Tacoma became the home of
Foss tugboat company and the Ryan ore smelter.

Washington Territory Legislature passed women’s suffrage on November 23, 1883
providing women the vote on local issues. Only Wyoming and Utah territories had
enacted women’s suffrage earlier. Members of Seattle’s small African-American
community rejoiced as they became the first politically organized group of black women
ever to vote in the United States. However, women could not participate in national
elections as federal laws denied the right

Once again financial panic swept across American in 1884 as railroads were unable to
repay the vast amount of money loaned to them. Foreigners began to lose confidence in
the willingness of the United States to remain on the gold standard. American gold
flowed overseas further denying American businesses access to money for loans.

Washington Territory was home to Chinese immigrants who worked on railroads and in
coal mines. But as jobs ended with the depression Chinese took unwanted, low-paying
work. Fish canneries employed Chinese labor as strike breakers which resulted in
growing anti-Chinese sentiment. The Chinese Exclusion Act prohibited Chinese from
entering the United States. Chinese property was burned, and workers were forced to
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leave Tacoma by train and Seattle by ship to be taken to San Francisco and Vancouver,
B.C. Martial Law was imposed and federal troops dispatched to retain order as racism
spread across Washington Territory. Laws depriving Chinese people of land ownership
were passed by the territorial legislature.

Labor unions organized to defend workers against increasing mechanization and from
immigrants who were a threat to take their jobs. Knights of Labor union was friendly to
both skilled and unskilled laborers alike. American Federation of Labor organized
nationwide along craft lines. Miners in Newcastle, Black Diamond, Franklin and Roslyn
went on strike. Tacoma longshoremen refused to load lumber onto ships. These efforts
resulted in gains for union members.

As stated in treaties, Indian children were sent to boarding schools to learn American
values, beliefs and work skills. Discipline was severe and conversion to Christianity
essential. Congress passed the 1887 Compulsory Indian Education Act providing
funding for more Indian boarding schools. Parents who refused to send their children to
school could be sent to jail. Indian children’s contact with their families often was
limited to the summertime. Schools suffered epidemics that killed hundreds of Indian
children.

Concerns regarding corrupt American politics resulted in utopian colonies being founded
in Washington Territory. George Venable Smith in 1887 led the Socialist Puget Sound
Cooperative Colony in an experiment in co-operative living. They believed capitalism
did not provide equal economic opportunities for everyone.

Washington Territory had sought to become a state since shortly after the Civil War
began. Because the territory was Republican, Democrats in control of congress blocked
each effort. Republicans took control in November 1888 and further delay was pointless.
Four new states were added to the Union. Due to a clerical error Washington was the last
to be admitted as it became the forty-second state. Women in the new state lost their
right to vote, hold public office and serve on juries.

1890-1899

Canadian railroad builder Jim Hill dreamed of a privately-owned transcontinental rail
line. He undertook his goal by linking together short line routes into his Great Northern
Railway. He built his “Coast Line” track to connect Seattle with the Canadian Pacific
transcontinental rail terminal at New Westminster, B.C. Scheduled international train
service from Seattle began in 1891. From Seattle Hill also laid track toward the Cascade
Mountains to link with his mainline transcontinental track under construction from the
east.

Washington State experienced a booming economy. Farmers led the way as farms
blessed with good climate, rich soil. abundant rainfall and a long growing season became
very productive. Oystermen began to harvest oysters with such abandon they depleted
stocks and fish canneries did the same. Northern Pacific Railroad developed the land
along the Yakima River when the railroad’s Yakima Land and Canal Company built the
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Sunnyside Canal and sold irrigatable land. But Washington’s principal industries were
extractive in nature: lumber and mining returned huge profits for company owners.

Financial crisis again hit America as the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad went into
bankruptcy. President Cleveland was sworn into office for a nonconsecutive second
term. He did little to address the growing crisis. New York Stock Exchange crashed on
June 27, 1893. Business activities slowed, Farm prices for crops and land dropped ever
lower and unemployment swept across the nation. Men wandered the countryside
looking for work. Public opinion began to slowly swing toward governmental activism
and intervention to help the poor.

Violence erupted as strikers at the Pullman railroad car factory in Chicago spread to
railroad unions across the nation. President Cleveland used United States Army troops to
break the strike. Anarchists, who held that justice could prevail only through a complete
elimination of all government, seized on the broken strike to advocate more violence.
Washington State became the home of several Utopian socialist cooperative
communities that sometimes advocated for anarchy.

Gold was discovered in the Klondike region of Canada’s Yukon. Canadian and Alaskan
gold seekers flooded the gold fields. The steamboat Portland arrived in Seattle July 17,
1897 carrying happy sourdoughs with $750,000 in gold. The rush was on but there was
no easy way to get to the Klondike. Seattle became the outfitting center as anything that
would float was loaded with prospectors and supplies and sailed or towed to Alaska’s
Skagway or Dyea. There began the trek for riches 560 miles, a mountain range and a
lake away. As more and more gold arrived legitimate and illegitimate fortunes were
made without leaving Seattle. New wealth allowed Seattle to use water hoses to wash
Denny Hill into Elliot Bay to reshape the port. Additional gold strikes further enriched
Seattle and ended the national economic depression.

U.S. Navy battleship Maine was sunk under mysterious circumstances in the harbor of
Havana, Cuba February 15, 1898. William Randolph Hearst and his chain of newspapers
assumed Spain had plotted the treachery. America declared war and a patriotic frenzy
was ignited. The First Washington Volunteers under Colonel J.H. Wholley answered the
call. Seven officers and one hundred-forty of these men suffered casualties. The Treaty
of Paris ended the Spanish-American War. Critics accused the U.S. government of using
the Maine as a pretext to gain an empire in the ten-week war.
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SEARCHABLE PACIFIC NORTHWEST HISTORY

BOOK FOUR: SETTLEMENT 1850-1899

1850-1859

BRIG ORBIT SAILED INTO BUDD INLET (OLYMPIA)
Orbit was the first ship owned by the early settlers of (today’s Washington)
tiny brig was under the command of old Captain William H. Dunham
Three young men, Colonel Isaac Ebey, Edmund Sylvester and Benjamin F. Shaw
they sailed their brig into Budd Inlet (Olympia) from California -- January 1, 1850
Many of the passengers and crew were disappointed prospectors
who were, in addition, recovering from medical problems
caused by harsh camp living conditions

BIG PLANS ON BUDD INLET
Edmund Sylvester returned from California to his claim at Smithfield
where the found things were just as he had left them
Sylvester, Isaac Ebey and Benjamin F. Shaw were dissatisfied
with their scattered land claims
they planned to make use of the abundant natural resources of the region
especially the timber
Sylvester reopened his Puget Sound Milling Company
he manufactured a cargo of wharf pilings to be delivered to San Francisco on the Orbit
Sylvester, a man of vision, believed the tidewater land claim of Smithfield along Budd Inlet
that he had inherited from Levi Smith was an ideal location for the region’s first town
other local pioneers, John Swan, Charles Smith and Henry Murray joined the discussions
it was decided to create a new community on the shores of Budd Inlet
on Edmund Sylvester’s land claim of Smithfield -- January 12, 1850
Edmund Sylvester, Isaac Ebey and Benjamin F. Shaw consulted with Michael Simmons
Simmons had completed the sale of his two-year-old water-powered Tumwater sawmill
and his New Market land claims to Captain Clanrick Crosbie (Croshy)
Simmons was looking for a way to invest the proceeds
he was seeking a place to start a store on the southern shore of Puget Sound
this implied that a town would be quickly built around the store

WHIG PRESIDENTIAL TERRITORIAL APPOINTMENTS CHANGE OREGON POLITICS
Democrats controlled local politics throughout the territorial period
Democrats held a majority of the voters in Oregon Territory by 1850
their political organization centered on powerful local political figures like Joe Lane
their strongest hold was in the Willamette Valley
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Whigs, who controlled Oregon City, were opposed to political organization
they were reluctant to accept the status of statehood for Oregon
as it would mean putting Democrats in control of state government
as a minority Whigs could not hope to have any influence
In southern Oregon, where republicanism later grew rapidly,
Whig Party and Know Nothing Party opposition to the Democrats were present

OREGON TERRITORIAL GOVERNOR JOE LANE LEARNS OF HIS REPLACEMENT
Governor Joe Lane received word that newly-elected Whig President Zachary Taylor
had appointed Whigs John P. Gaines Governor
and Edward Hamilton Secretary of the Territory -- January 1850
both politicians were proceeding to Oregon by ship (and would arrive that summer)
Joe Lane was concerned about the intentions of the local natives
and was personally involved with efforts to capture the Indians
suspected of the [1847] Whitman Mission murders
but he also was tired of being a Democrat governor in a town run by Whigs,
rather than be officially fired, he wrote out his resignation, to be effective [June 18, 1850]

ROADS IN OREGON TERRITORY
There were two types of roads in Oregon Territory -- January-February 1850:
*local roads -- built by towns, commercial organizations, or individuals
Cottonwood Road ran from the Colville River to Spokane
Barlow Road over the Cascade Mountains into the Willamette Valley
a trip over the Barlow Road was described by Theodore Wygant in 1850: “For over eight
days we struggled through snow, rain, mud, and cold and witnessed suffering and despair among the
poor emigrants, beyond anything we had before encountered -- deserted wagons, hundreds of dead
cattle mired in the mud, with only their backs sticking out, -- cattle lying dead around wagons, with
the immigrant families and their camp fires near, the people waiting for help to come to them from
the Willamette Valley; such were the scenes that we passed through the Cascade Mountains,
ourselves nearly all the time on foot, picking our way as best we could and driving our poor
animals.”?
*military roads -- built by U.S. government funds
Colville Road -- 250 miles long
connected Fort Walla Walla (at today’s Wallula, Washington) with Fort Colville

BRIG ORBIT CHANGES HANDS
Orbit, loaded with cargo belonging to Edmund Sylvester, Isaac Ebey and Benjamin F. Shaw,
was purchased for $3,500 to two successful and prosperous settlers
former sawmill owner and potential storekeeper Michael Simmons
along with his wealthy farmer partner black pioneer George Washington Bush
Orbit with its cargo of newly-cut spars and wharf pilings

! Theodore Wygant, Notes. Typed manuscript of reminiscences dictated in 1896 from the diary he kept on the
overland journey. Reed College Library.
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was dispatched out of Smithfield (Olympia) bound for San Francisco -- February 1850
Orbit was placed in the charge of Captain Charles Hart Smith with orders
that her captain bring back enough general merchandise to start a store
this was the beginning of the lumber trade with San Francisco
and started the commercial era on Puget Sound

TOWNS GROW IN OREGON TERRITORY
Champoeg developed from a small trappers’ settlement on French Prairie
to a thriving community
it boasted a post office, stores, sawmills, warehouses, and blacksmith shop
surrounded by homes and farms
Salem became the home of Captain Charles Bennett who built Bennett House -- 1850
he had been one of the discoverers of California gold at Sutter’s Mill
and now moved into his permanent residence
Portland, Oregon was located at the mouth of the Willamette River
where deep water lay conveniently close to the bank
Captain John H. Couch of Cushing and Company’s trading firms
took up a land claim there
he constructed a covered wharf so that goods could be handled during the winter rains
this became the foundation of the settlement
Portland’s wharf lured the first steam powered mill
which was established by W.P. Abram, C.A. Reed, and Stephen Coffin
Steilacoom was visited by the British brig Albion bringing three settlers to begin a colony
they were joined by Fayette Balch who owned the brig George Emory
and set up a general store in direct competition with the Hudson’s Bay Company
at Fort Nisqually

BEGINNINGS OF OLYMPIA
Edmund Sylvester constructed a two-story building of logs at his Smithfield land claim
(at what is now Thurston Avenue and Capitol Way in Olympia)
Sylvester gave his two-story home to Mike Simmons along with a pair of choice building lots
asking in return only that a store be opened on the property
Michael Simmons agreed to Sylvester’s proposal
he moved his family into the two-story building and prepared to become a storekeeper
Construction on the town started at once encouraged by Sylvester’s offer of free town lots
to residents who would construct housing
shipwrights John Swan and Henry Murray built the first residences
and other houses followed
Sylvester continued to use the name Smithfield for his one-building town
in memory of his departed friend and partner Levi Smith
however the view of the Olympic Mountains was too dazzling for the name to stick
soon the village was being called Olympia

OYSTERS BECOME A BUSINESS
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Oyster beds were first discovered in Shoalwater (Willapa) Bay -- 1850
this bay has some 100 square miles of shallow tideflats providing an ideal oyster habitat
these beds produced 2,000 baskets of mollusks marketed in San Francisco
Export continued for about fifty years before the oysters began to deplete
Budd Inlet in Thurston County soon followed
(Jefferson, Whatcom and later Skagit counties developed the oyster trade also)

AMERICAN RIFLE REGIMENT FACES INADEQUATE HOUSING IN OREGON
While most of Colonel William Wing Loring’s American Rifle Regiment was housed
at the barracks at Vancouver Camp which had been abandoned
by Major John Hathaway’s First Regiment of the First U.S. Artillery Company L
three hundred American Rifle Regiment soldiers were temporarily housed in Oregon City
Colonel Persifer F. Smith, commanding the Pacific Division of the United States Army
ordered the construction of Vancouver Barracks under the supervision
of Assistant Quartermaster Captain Rufus Ingalls
to serve as quarters for the Mounted Riflemen
During time many American Rifle Regiment soldiers deserted to the California gold fields
in one instance120 men pretended to be a government expedition
before they hit the trail to California -- supplies were purchased from settlers on credit

CROWN COLONY OF VANCOVER ISLAND RECEIVES A GOVERNOR
Chief Factor James Douglas set up a salmon-curing station
on the island of San Juan, the westernmost of the San Juan Islands -- 1850
To free the proposed Canadian settlements from too much
Hudson’s Bay Company interference
the British Crown appointed an outsider to serve as governor of Vancouver Island
and the colony of Victoria
Governor Richard Blanshard crossed the Isthmus of Panama to Peru
before boarding H.M.S. Driver
he arrived at Fort Victoria as an unseasonable storm dumped a foot of snow on the area
because the infant British colony had no accommaodation to offer him
Blanshard had to remain on board the Driver and then move to an empty storehouse
in Fort Victoria until a house was made ready (in the fall)
Governor Blanshard formally assumed office as Governor
of the Crown Colony of Vancouver Island on a wintry day -- March 11, 1850
every effort was made to make the ceremony as impressive as possible
considering the rudeness of the surroundings at Fort Victoria
H.M.S. Driver fired a seventeen-gun salute and was answered from the bastion of the fort
all available British residents and a complement of sailors were assembled
in front of the fort to hear the newly-arrived Governor read the Royal Commission
appointing him the first Governor of the first Crown Colony
to be established in British territory west of the Great Lakes
Hudson’s Bay Company Chief Factor James Douglas, the Black Scot, became annoyed
Douglas had grown autocratic over the years
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he resented this interference with his control
Richard Blanshard quickly discovered Hudson’s Bay Company really ran the region
and Chief Factor James Douglas held all of the practical authority there
there was no civil service, no police, no militia,
and virtually every colonist was company employee

BLACK PIONEER GEORGE WASHINGTON SUFFERS DISCRIMINATION IN THE U.S.
(George Washington [not be confused with George Washington Bush]
had been born a slave in Virginia [August 15, 1817]
legend says his mother was an English woman and his father a slave
when his father, a slave, was sold and taken from the area soon after George’s birth,
his mother left him with a white couple named Anna and James Cochran
while George was still a child, the Cochrans moved west to Ohio and adopted him
George Washington moved to Missouri with his adoptive white parents
Washington did well financially while living in Missouri
he operated a successful lumber business in Missouri
he was legally made a citizen by an act of the Missouri Legislature [1843]
he later stated the Missouri state legislature had “passed a bill making me a citizen of

the state, entitled to all the privileges and Immunities of a citizen, except that of holding office.”2
Washington provided credit to some of his customers
one customer bought lumber on credit and when the note came due refused to pay
he claimed Washington, a black man, could not own property
including a promissory note
George Washington sued and won in the Missouri court
Wiashington, thus encouraged, decided to go into the distilling business
he bought the patent right for making whiskey and purchased the equipment
Washington’s case was appealed in federal court which found
that Washington was not able to prosecute
because he was not considered an American citizen
Missouri Legislature passed a law prohibiting any man of color
from manufacturing, or selling spirituous or malt liquors
George Washington sold out his distilling venture and moved to Quincy, Illinois
but he found the Illinois legislature had passed a law
requiring any “colored man” entering that state to post a $6,000 bond
to assure his good behavior
Washington left the state of Illinois in disgust
injustice had forced George Washington to move West
George Washington, at age 33, set out to cross the continent on the Oregon Trail
with his foster white parents, James and Anna Cochran-- March 15, 1850

DESERTERS FROM THE AMERICAN RIFLE REGIMENT ARE CAPTURED

2 Keith McCoy, Cody: Colorful Man of Color, P. 8.
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Oregon Territory Governor Joe Lane sent a regiment of soldiers after the deserters
governor also led a volunteer party himself
Groups of deserters were found surviving in starving conditions
seventy were apprehended in Umpqgua Valley -- seven more in the Siskiyou Mountains
they all gladly returned with Governor Joe Lane to Oregon City

OREGON TRAIL WAS NOW THOUGHT OF AS THE ROUTE TO RICHES
More California gold-seekers (49ers) traveled the Oregon Trail than the year before
estimates range up to 55,000 gold seekers and pioneers who journey west -- 1850
average wagon train consisted of sixty wagons but some caravans stretched on for miles
vast majority traveled to California
only about 4,000 pioneers traveled in wagon trains to Oregon -- March to (October)
Most accidents were caused by negligence, exhaustion, guns, animals and weather
however, shootings were common -- but murders were rare
usually someone shot himself, a friend, or a draft animal
when a gun discharged accidentally
besides shootings, drownings, being crushed by wagon wheels
and injuries from handling animals were the biggest accidental killers on the Trail
Indians were frightening but only very rarely threatening

CHOLERA PANDEMIC REACHES THE UNITED STATES
Begun in (today’s Bangladesh) the disease entered the United States through New Orleans
was carried up the Mississippi River to St. Louis
and then along the Oregon Trail to the West
Cholera epidemic thrived in the unsanitary conditions along the trail -- peaking in 1850
as immense numbers of prospectors and would-be gold miners joined the migration
Adults originating from Missouri seemed to be most vulnerable to the disease
which was prevalent on the Great Plains, but once past Fort Laramie,
higher elevations provided some safety from cholera
Cholera ran rampant killing thousands of immigrants and untold thousands more Indians

AMERICAN RIFLE REGIMENT MOVES TO NEW QUARTERS
American Rife Regiment was ordered into their newly-constructed Vancouver Barracks
when the quarrelsome regiment finally was moved out of Oregon City
relieved citizens celebrated by burning down their offensive and foul shelters

AMOS AND ESTER SHORT ONCE AGAIN FACE EVICTION FROM THEIR LAND
Hudson’s Bay Company officer Dr. David Gardner with his Kanaka (Hawaiian) servant
visited Amos Short and his family at their farm located just outside of Fort VVancouver
in an effort once again to evict the Short family from their farm
just outside of Fort Vancouver
Amos Short was warned they were coming and he went to meet the British men
Short took four or five who worked for him and volunteered to accompany him
Short order the men off his land but to no avail
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he warned them he would shoot but was ignored

in the ensuing dispute short were fired
killing both Hudson’s Bay Company men -- late March 1850

Amos Short was arrested by Hudson’s Bay Company men and taken to Fort Vancouver
Amos was in a legal battle to save his own life

SOME MEMBERS OF THE AMERICAN RIFLE REGIMENT GO TO THE DALLES
Colonel William W. Loring, Commandant 11" Military District
ordered the establishment of a post at The Dalles -- March 30, 1850
Two companies of the American Rifle Regiment were sent from Vancouver Barracks
to The Dalles to establish the small fort under the command of Captain Stephen S. Tucker
Wascopam Mission was used as the base of operation
since no barracks existed some of the troops lived in the abandoned Methodist buildings
while a cantonment (temporary quarters) was being constructed

MICHAEL SIMMONS MAKES AND LOSES A FORTUNE
Brig Orbit returned to Puget Sound after selling spars and wharf pilings in San Francisco
as a result George Washington Bush’s family prospered
as did his partner Michael Simmons
who opened the first American store on Puget Sound at Smithfield (Olympia)
Michael Simmons, on his own, sent Captain Charles Smith back to San Francisco
on the Orbit with $60,000 in cash and credit
Captain Smith absconded with the entire amount
causing a huge financial loss for Mike Simmons

FLATBOAT SERVICE BEGINS ON THE WILLAMETTE RIVER
James D. Miller arrived on the Pacific coast [1848] and settled on an acre of land
at Clackamas City located just north of Oregon City
Miller built a sixty-five-foot-long flatboat capable of hauling 350 bushels of wheat
he hired four Klickitat Indians as crew and began provide service on the Willamette River
between Canemah just above Willamette Falls
and Dayton on the Yamhill River -- spring 1850
Miller charged $35 a ton to haul cargo to upriver farmers
and fifty cents a bushel to carry out the farmers’ wheat

THOMAS NELSON IS NAMED CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE OREGON SUPREME COURT
Whig President Zachary Taylor named New York attorney Thomas Nelson
to replace Oregon Territory Chief Justice William P. Bryant
Justice Nelson arrived in Oregon City -- April 21, 1850
he was accompanied by Associate Justice Orville C. Pratt
who accompanied the Chief Justice from San Francisco

TEMPORARY QUARTERS ARE CONSTRUCTED (NEAR WASCOPAM MISSION)
Two Companies of the American Rifle Regiment under Captain Stephen S. Tucker
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with the help of hired pioneers
used whip-sawed lumber from Wascopam Mission to construct a cantonment
that consisted of a log barracks and several frame buildings -- May 1, 1850
Because of the scarcity of forage and provisions it was decided to move the troops
to a new location located closer to The Dalles

NEWLY APPOINTED OREGON TERRITORIAL OFFICALS TRAVEL WEST
Oregon Territorial Governor Whig John P. Gaines and his family set out of New York
aboard the ship Supply around South America
Traveling with Territorial Governor Gaines were
Oregon Territorial Justice William Strong of Ohio accompanied by his wife and family
Oregon Territorial Secretary Edward D. Hamilton
Governor Gaines’ daughters, (Harriet & Florella) were lost to Yellow Fever
at Santa Catarina Island, Brazil
his remaining children were sent back to relatives in the east
before the party continued on to San Francisco aboard the sloop-of-war Falmouth
Justice Strong’s oldest son Frederick died after contracting Yellow Fever
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

FRESH INDIAN TROUBLES ARISE IN SOUTHERN OREGON
Table Rock in southern Oregon is a flat-topped mountain overhanging the Rogue River
from the vista sweeping across the valley for miles
Indians noted the vastly increased traffic ~ southbound leaving Oregon Territory
caused by the California Gold Rush
from this vantage point never-too-friendly Rogue River Indians
could attack with unerring aim and annihilate complete encampments
Southern Oregon settlers also absorbed the brunt of the attacks with heavy losses in property
this was the beginning of the Rogue River War -- 1850-[1855]

CAMP DRUM IS COMPLETED AT THE DALLES
Camp Drum was located on the south bank of the Columbia River on Mill Creek
it was named in honor of Captain Simon H. Drum, 4" U.S. Artillery
who had been killed in the assault on Mexico City [September 13, 1847]
Construction was completed at the ten square mile post
by two companies of the American Rifle Regiment -- May 21, 1850
under the command of Captain Stephen S. Tucker
This was the only military fort on the Oregon Trail
between Fort Laramie and Fort Vancouver
Camp Drum was a real hardship post of the troops:
*most structures had dirt floors and no ceilings,
*buildings were drafty, leaky and miserably uncomfortable,
shortages of rations for the troops perpetually existed
priests at the Catholic Mission helped furnish food
American Rifle Regiment was to patrol the “Emigrant Road”
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and to send settlers on their way down the Columbia River or over the Barlow Road

Camp Drum was chronically undermanned
usually it was home to less than a few dozen men

OUTLAW BAND OF CAYUSE INDIANS ARE CAPTURED

Tamsuky and his supporters,
including many relatives who had not in any manner participated in the massacre,

were hiding in the mountains at the headwaters of the John Day River
Umatilla Indians, who desired peace, undertook to capture the band
after a savage battle Tamsuky was killed and most of the warriors were captured
taking Tiloukaikt, Tomahas and three others with them, several of the Umatilla chiefs
and older men went to Camp Drum to deliver them up as hostages
Five captured natives were charged with leading the Whitman Massacre
Umatilla leader Chief Tiloukaikt, Tomahas, Kiamasumpkin, laiachalakis and Klokomas
(there are numerous alternative transliterations of these names)
however, only two of the five, Tiloukaikt and Tomahas, had engaged in the bloody work
Tiloukaikt had slashed Dr. Marcus Whitman’s face beyond recognition
Tomahas was a bloody-minded villain whom his countrymen called “The Murderer”
or so it was declared by the Indians living in the vicinity of the Whitman Mission

GOVERNOR JOE LANE DEALS WITH WHITMAN MASSACRE PREPERTRATORS

Oregon Territorial Governor Joe Lane had just returned to Oregon City
after suppressing some Indians disturbances in the lower Columbia River region
He was actively preparing for a fresh attack on the outlaw band of Cayuse hostiles
using U.S. regulars, the American Rifle Regiment, who were at his command
when news came that five Cayuse involved in the Whitman Massacre
had given themselves up
Lane went with an escort party to Camp Drum to arrest them

GOVERNOR JOE LANE TRAVELS TO CONFRONT HOSTILE NATIVES

Territorial Governor Joe Lane knew that he was to be replaced as governor
by a Whig appointee John P. Gaines when he learned of the hostilities
demonstrated by Rogue River Indians in southern Oregon
Governor Lane might justifiably have let the problem wait for his replacement
but that wasn’t his way -- he faced the enemy
Immediately he headed south with a pack train going to the gold fields
escorted by fifteen whites and fifteen Klickitat Indians under Chief Quatley
Klickitats had long been determined enemies of the Rogue people
Governor Lane’s Party overtook a herd of cattle being driven to California -- spring 1850
these wranglers were happy to have an escort to help protect their animals
All of the members of the expedition were well mounted
with plenty of provisions on pack horses
they traveled leisurely and stopped to hunt venison in the valley of Grave Creek
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FIRST STEAMBOAT IS BUILT IN OREGON
Side-wheeler (fire-canoe in Indian parlance) Columbia
was launched at Astoria [early June 1850]
She was a basic vessel built with no frills of any kind, not even a passenger cabin or galley,
for Astoria businessman and Customs Collector John Adair
and his partners -- early June 1850
engines and necessary parts were brought from San Francisco
An awkward-looking side-wheeler, double-ended with bow and stern blunted like a ferryboat
she was a small, seventy-five gross tons, ninety-foot long with a sixteen-foot beam
she had a draft of four-feet of water

EXECUTION OF WHITMAN MURDERERS TAKES PLACE
Death penalty was first invoked in Oregon Territory at Oregon City -- June 3, 1850
Chief Tiloukaikt, Tomahas, Kiamasumpkin, laiachalakis and Klokomas were executed
U.S. Marshal Joe Meek served as executioner
he may have taken some personal satisfaction in avenging his daughter Helen’s death
Hanging was abhorrent to Indians -- they expected to be shot like warriors
Meek agreed to a compromise: trapdoor release was dropped with his tomahawk
It was commonly believed by the natives of the day that Tomahas should have been hanged
but not the other four Indians as natives did not acknowledge the concept of accomplices
In view of the proceeding, even the Umatilla Indians who brought in the five accused Cayuse
congratulated themselves on escaping a similar fate

RESULTS OF THE CAYUSE WAR
Cayuse Tribe was broken because their spirit and prestige were gone
protestant missionaries ended their work east of the Cascade Mountains
It had been a very expensive effort
war costs amounted to almost $175,000 of which $2,885.02 was paid for in cash
Congress eventually appropriated $100,000 for the Cayuse War
to defray the costs incurred by the settlers
Congress also reserved land for military posts they had built in [1849]-1850
Columbia Barracks at Fort Vancouver was the home of the First Regiment
of the First U.S. Artillery Company L under Major John Hathaway
Fort Steilacoom on Puget Sound was home to Captain Bennett Hoskins Hill’s
First Regiment of the First U.S. Artillery Company M
most of Colonel William Wing Loring’s American Rifle Regiment
was housed at VVancouver Barracks
but two companies of the American Rifle Regiment
under the command of Captain Stephen S. Tucker was housed at Camp Drum
Camp Drum’s name was hanged to “Fort Drum”
Settlers, feeling confident in their own ability to maintain peace in the territory
gave notice they preferred to fight their own wars
because of the ill will generated in Oregon City they asked the United States Government
to withdraw the American Rifle Regiment
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CONGRESS EXTENDS THE INDIAN TRADE ACT TO OREGON TERRITORY
Congress extended the [1834] Indian Trade Act to Oregon Territory -- June 5, 1850
this provided for negotiation of treaties with every tribe west of the Cascade Mountains
$20,000 was appropriated for expenses
three commissioners were to be appointed to conduct talks
Indian Trade Act provisions were significant:
sthey prohibited the sale of liquor to Indians,
sthey set standards for trade relations,
sthey officially declared that all Indians lands, until ceded by ratified treaty,
were “Indian Country” where tribal law and custom prevailed
In theory, Indians would sell their lands for useful annuities
then they would move to reservations on the eastern side of the Cascade Mountains
settlers would then be free to claim the former Indians’ lands under the Donation Act

CONGRESS CREATES THE POSITION OF SUPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Congress passed an act creating the Oregon Territory Superintendent of Indian Affairs
at about the same time the Donation Land Act was passed
previously the Territorial Governor of Oregon had held dual office
as he also was in charge of Indian Affairs for the region
Oregon Territorial Governor Joe Lane was removed from the responsibility
of negotiating treaties with the natives
This act created a separate superintendent’s position
Anson Dart of Wisconsin was named the first Superintendent of Indian Affairs of Oregon
Oregon Territory at that time consisted of what is now Oregon (Washington and Idaho)
Dart’s directions from Congress were to make treaties with the Indian people of Oregon
starting with those living in the area most occupied by settlers
western Oregon Territory
Congress’ intent was to get those living in the most settled areas to cede all of their lands
and agree to move east of the Cascade Mountains where a permanent reservation
would be created out of the way of settlement
Three Indian Commissioners were appointed the assist Anson Dart in negotiating treaties
John P. Gaines, Alonzo A. Skinner, and Beverly S. Allen
Oregon Territorial Governor Joe Lane was removed
from the responsibility of negotiating with the natives
this commission was charged to negotiate treaties with Indians along the Pacific coast
to acquire land and remove natives to unsettled land East of the Cascade Mountains
Oregon’s Donation Land Law said nothing about their titles to the land
but under another measure Oregon Territorial Delegate to Congress Samuel Thurston
had pressed on Congress these property rights had already been lost
under the Indian Treaty Act [of June 5, 1850]
Once again the gravest injustice was done to the Indians

COLONEL ISSAC EBEY SURVEYS PUGET SOUND
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With the exception of small settlements near Olympia and Nisqually,
Puget Sound was populated exclusively by native people
Colonel Isaac Ebey hired Indians with a canoe to paddle him around
in search of a farm site -- late spring 1850
Ebey and his guides proceeded north from Olympia along the eastern shore of Puget Sound
he examined the coast to a bay Ebey called “Dewams” (Elliott Bay)
they entered a river of the same name (Duwamish River)
and continued on to Lake Washington which he named Lake Geneva
because of the “beauty of the lake and the scenery surrounding it”*

GOVERNOR JOE LANE AND HIS PARTY REACH THE ROGUE RIVER
Governor Lane and his men camped near a Rogue River Indian village -- mid-June 1850
Governor Lane sent word to the Rogue Indians’ primary chief, Ahs-er-ka-her,
that they had come to talk and make a treaty of peace and friendship
Lane asked Chief Ahs-er-ka-her to come to his camp unarmed
Ahs-er-ka-her and seventy-five of his villagers arrived in Governor Lane’s camp
they sat on the grass in a circle surrounding Lane
Joe Lane flattered the chief and brought the Indian leader
into the center of the circle with him
fully armed Klickitat warriors, the enemy of the Rogues,
sat just behind Governor Lane
before talks could begin another seventy-five Rogue River Indians arrived
with their weapons
Lane instructed them to sit down which they did
Governor Lane told Chief Quatley to come inside the circle
with two or three of his Klickitat warriors
they sat beside Rogue River Head Chief Ahs-er-ka-her
Governor Lane began his demands for peace from the Rogue River Indians
but he kept a sharp lookout and exchanged glances with Quatley
Governor Lane reminded the Rogue Indians of their past hostilities
toward the settlers and miners
he said new laws now applied to their land and people but if they obeyed
everyone could live together peacefully
if they behaved well they could be compensated for their land
and an agent would be sent to see they received justice
Rogue Chief Ahs-er-ka-her addressed his people in a loud, deliberate voice
warriors stood, raised a war-cry and those who carried weapons displayed them
at this sign of trouble Chief Quatley seized the Rogue chief
and put a knife to his throat

% Greg Lange, “Colonel Isaac Ebey surveys Puget Sound in the spring or summer of 1850,” HistoryLink.org Essay
1748, November 3, 2000.
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During the tribe’s moment of paralysis, Lane stepped boldly among them
with a revolver in his hand
he lifted the barrels of the natives’ leveled guns or struck the weapons from their hands
this action startled the Rogue chief
Joe Lane ordered the Indians to sit down
when the astonished Ahs-er-ka-her showed his agreement the Indians sat
Joe Lane continued talking as if nothing had happened
he told them to go home and return in two days in a friendly manner for another council
their chief would remain as the guest of Governor Lane
Rogue River Indians humiliated and sullen withdrew leaving their chief behind

TERRITORIAL GOVERNOR JOE LANE TALKS WITH THE ROGUE RIVER INDIAN CHIEF
An anxious Indian woman entered Lane’s camp looking for her husband at sunrise the next morning
she was warmly welcomed by the governor
For two days Governor Lane talked with the Rogue River chief about the need to cooperate
assurances of peace, friendship, aid and justice secured by a treaty were provided

GOVERNOR JOE LANE CONCLUDES A TREATY WITH THE ROGUE RIVER INDIANS
Rogue River Indian Chief Ahs-er-ka-her had been convinced of the value of peace
when his people returned to Governor Lane’s camp he advised them to accept the terms
Rogue Indians’ anger had cooled and the council reached a successful conclusion
When the Indian interpreter asked the name of this great chief, the governor answered Joe Lane
“‘Give me your name,’ said the Indian chief. ‘I have seen no man like you,’
“‘I will give you half my name,’ said Lane. ‘You shall be called Jo. To your wife I give the
name ‘Sally,” and your daughter shall be called ‘Mary’.”*

As a sign of good faith, Oregon Territorial Governor Joe Lane “wrote a word about the treaty on
slips of paper and signed his name. Giving them to the Indians, he said, ‘Whenever any white man
comes into your country, show him this. Take care of my people.’

“As long as those precious bits of paper held together the Indians preserved them. Whenever a
white man appeared they went to him, holding out the paper, saying rapidly the magic password, ‘Jo
Lane, Jo Lane, Jo Lane’ -- the only English words they knew. For about a year Chief Jo tried to
keep the peace with the ever-increasing flood of white men.”®

This remarkable display of courage and successful negotiation

was Joe Lane’s last official act as governor before his resignation came due

OREGON TERRITORIAL GOVERNOR JOE LANE RESIGNS
Governor Lane’s resignation became effective -- June 18, 1850
Oregon Territorial Secretary Kintzing Prichette was commissioned Interim Governor
he served in that capacity [until August 18,1850] when the new governor arrived

EX-GOVERNOR JOE LANE SEEKS GOLD IN CALIFORNIA

4 Eva Emery Dye, Stories of Oregon, P. 166.
5 Eva Emery Dye, Stories of Oregon, P. 166.
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Joe Lane traveled to Shasta to seek his fortune in the gold mines
Rogue Chief Jo presented the ex-governor with a young Modoc prisoner to be his slave
Governor Lane, a Southern sympathizer, saw nothing wrong with this
he took the boy along when he led his party on south to prospect for gold
in the vast, canyon-scarred mountains south of the Oregon-California border

PACIFIC MAIL STEAMSHIP COMPANY IS THE FIRST TO REACH THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST
Pacific Mail Steamship Company provided regularly scheduled mail and passenger boat service
between San Francisco and points on the Columbia River
town of St. Helens on the Columbia River was first proposed as the terminus -- June 1850
S.S. Carolina was 200 feet long with 33.6-foot beam and 20 foot depth
twin boilers drove the side-wheel at a top speed of twelve knots
she was the first mail ship to reach Oregon Territory
delivering the post which arrived in San Francisco by way of the Isthmus of Panama
Carolina traveled north up the Pacific coast and sailed up the Columbia River -- June 1850
S.S. Goldhunter was the second ship to steam up the Columbia River
she brought many immigrants bound for Oregon
Goldhunter was the first ocean-going steam vessel to land at the site of Portland
Pacific Mail Steamship Company operated for twelve years
but the service turned out to be very irregular
local newspapers continually raged against the company noting
“...the provoking irregularity and wanton disregard of the public accommodation”®
ADVANCES IN NAVIGATION ON THE COLUMBIA RIVER
Fur company brigades for years had carried freight and passengers in canoes and on flatboats
Because of gold rush in California regular steamer service commenced on the Columbia River -- 1850
towns that could be reached varied with the depth of the Willamette River
in low water Salem, Oregon could be reached
in mid-water Albany was accessible
at high-water as far as Eugene could be served

SIDE-WHEELER COLUMBIA CONDUCTS A TRIAL RUN

Columbia took her trial trip from Astoria in command of Captain James Frost -- July 3, 1850
Captain Frost was a former pilot on the Mississippi River

Columbia took two days to get from Astoria to Portland,
due to the captain’s lack of familiarity with the river channel and his excessive caution
she reached Portland at 3:00 p.m. and after lying there two or three hours

proceeded to Oregon City where she arrived about 8:00 in the evening -- July 5
as a great celebration was held in her honor

COLUMBIA PROVIDED SERVICE AMONG OREGON CITY, PORTLAND AND ASTORIA
Regularly scheduled steamboat service (to a degree) was finally provided on the Columbia River

6 Oscar Osburn Winther, The Great Northwest, P.190.
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steamboat Columbia made the Oregon City-Portland-Astoria run twice a month
at four miles per hour, charging $25 per passenger and $25 per ton of freight
she provided cargo and passenger service with little comfort between 1850 and [1853]
(Columbia ran between Portland and Astoria for a year or so)
for six months she had a monopoly on the Columbia River
Columbia began the Steamboat Era in the Pacific Northwest: 1850-[1900]
there were more than 100 steamboats in the Northwest over the fifty-year period

PATRIOTIC SPEECH STIRS THE PIONEER CROWD
John Butler Chapman, founder of the city of Chehalis, gave a speech at Steilacoom -- July 4, 1850
voicing the thoughts of many he demanded a territory be created North of the Columbia River
he even suggested a name “Columbia” Territory
(this speech was often later referred to as the prime motivation for the Cowlitz Convention)

SMOHALLA BECOMES THE LEADER OF A NEW NATIVE AMERICAN RELIGION
Smohalla was a Wanapum Indian born between [1815 and 1820]
Wanapum people (only a very few survive today) lived along the Columbia River
between (today’s Vantage and Pasco)
Smohalla had an ability to predict the future, to foretell the coming of storms,
to know when the salmon run would start and to predict the eruption of volcanoes
Smohalla became a Wanapum chief and a prophet of a new religion
he commenced to preach somewhere between the ages of 30 and 35 -- 1850
he proclaimed peace; not war
he taught that wisdom was acquired through dreaming or reflection in lonely places
Smohalla’s religion forbid scarring the face of the earth with a plow or cutting one’s hair
or rejecting any other old Native American customs
drums used during sacred rites were shaped like Mother Earth -- musical rhythms symbolized
«...life, the sound of life within a person, the sound of life in the world.”’

DEATH OF THE PRESIDENT

Whig President Zachary Taylor died of gastroenteritis -- inflammation of the stomach and intestines
(or perhaps he died of a heatstroke) just sixteen months into his term
Whig Vice-President Millard Fillmore was sworn into office -- July 9, 1850

President Fillmore had learned the clothier’s trade, but began the study of law at age nineteen
he had been elected to Congress [1832-1836]
he was selected as war hero Zachary Taylor’s running mate to heal Whig Party wounds

he had opposed the expansion of slavery and Texas’ entering the Union as a slave state

FATHER ANTHONY RAVALLI BEGINS CONSTRUCTION ON HIS GRAND CATHEDRAL
Father Anthony Ravalli was placed in charge of the Mission of the Sacred Heart (at today’s Cataldo)
Father Ravalli began construction his new mission church
in the style of a European cathedral -- 1850

7 Cecil Dryden, History of Washington, P. 342.
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Father Anthony Ravalli’s plans were faithfully followed using untrained labor and simple tools
a broad axe, auger, ropes and pulleys, a pen knife and an improvised whip saw
only Indians who were exemplary in their conduct
were allowed to help in the construction of the House of the Great Spirit
women worked alongside of men falling trees and carrying rocks
This building was built using large logs cut at the site
then latticed with saplings that were woven with grass and caked with mud
this process was called wattle and daub
uprights eighteen inches square and rafters ten inches square were cut
from might pines which grew in abundance on nearby hillsides
sawing was done in a saw-pit -- shaping and planning was done with a broad axe
six large perfect pine specimens served as columns which supported the porch roof
were placed on pedestals and hard finished to a remarkably smooth surface
roof and walls were made by boring holes in the uprights and rafters
willow saplings were interlaced between them
wild grass was woven around the saplings and the whole thing covered with adobe mud
dome of the mission created a feeling of grandeur and elegance
huge timbers were hewn and carefully placed as the floor
steps leading to the porch were split logs hewed from giant trees
Decorations of the interior illustrate both the piety of the workers and their ingenuity
fabric on the interior walls came from Hudson’s Bay Company Fort Walla Walla trading post
chandeliers designed to replicate grand Italian cathedrals
were fashioned out of used tin cans
Father Ravalli, a skilled artist assisted by Brother Huybrechts,
constructed three alters and carved all of the decorations
including a large picture of the Sacred Heart behind the alter
pictures depicting Heaven and Hell were located above the side alters
these wooden alters were painted and treated to resemble marble
Ravalli painstakingly hand carved from blocks of wood
statues of the Blessed Virgin and St. John the Evangelist
Brother Huybrechts hand-carved nine large and eight small panels for the ceiling
each panel was suspended by a rawhide thong from a wooden peg
(Father Anthony Ravalli completed his work [1853]
this amazing mission building ironically became known by several names
The Old Mission Church, or Mission of the Sacred Heart, or Cataldo Mission
by whatever name, today Father Ravalli’s cathedral is the oldest standing building in Idaho
notably, nails were not available -- holes were bored into the uprights and rafters
which were then joined with wooden pegs)

OREGON TERRITORIAL JUSTICE WILLIAM STRONG ARRIVES IN OREGON
Whig President Zachary Taylor’s territorial government appointments
arrived in Oregon City aboard the military ship Falmouth -- August 13, 1850
Oregon Territory Governor John P. Gaines
Territorial Secretary Edward D. Hamilton
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Associate Justice William Strong
after his arrival in Oregon Territory Justice Strong became presiding judge
of the Third Judicial District, which included Clatsop County

OREGON CITY SEES A NEW STATEHOUSE BUILT
Oregon’s Provisional Government had met in a series of private homes and buildings in Oregon City
Oregon City had been designated the seat of power for Oregon Territory by Governor Joe Lane
John L. Morrison constructed a new statehouse building in Oregon
at the corner of Sixth and Main -- 1850

OREGON TERRITORIAL OFFICALS SWORN INTO OFFICE IN OREGON CITY
Territorial Governor John Pollard Gaines took his oath of office in Oregon City -- August 18, 1850
Governor Gaines was a dignified, even pompous, Whig in a land of Democrats
shortly after arriving in the territory, his wife died [in 1851] after falling off a horse
he served a turbulent term filled with contention until [May 16, 1853]
under Governor Gaines work to organize the territorial government continued
but he faced organized opposition from a Democratic majority of the population
Oregon Territorial Secretary, General Edward Hamilton was sworn into office
he had nominated Zachary Taylor for President at the Whig National Convention
he served as Territorial Secretary from August 18, 1850 to [May 14, 1853]
Whig Justice William Strong replaced absent Justice Peter H. Burnett -- August 18
for the first time since the organization of Oregon Territory a full bench was present
as Chief Justice Thomas Nelson joined Associate Justice Orville C. Pratt
were joined by William Strong to form the Territorial Supreme Court
all three judicial districts had assigned judges on duty within their respective district
where the justices rode the circuit holding court

OREGON DEMOCRATS FEEL FRUSTRATED POLITICALLY
Following the inauguration of the Whig governor, frustrations of Oregon’s Democrats became intense
although they held a majority of the territorial legislature, they met in a Whig town
and had to work not only with a Whig-appointed Governor John P. Gaines
but a judiciary dominated by Whig appointees as well

ISAAC EBEY RECOUNTS HIS INVESTIGTION OF (TODAY’S WASHINGTON)
Colonel Isaac Ebey wrote a letter to one of the original Olympia settlers, Michael Simmons,
this letter was printed in the Oregon Spectator:
“Olympia, Oregon Sept 1, 1850
M.T. Simmons, Esq:

“Dear Sir — In reply to your letter of inquiry, concerning the character of the land on the
east side of Admiralty in-let [near today’s Hansville], in regard to its adaptedness to agriculture,
grazing, &c., | would say that the time | have devoted in exploring that section, is not sufficient to
warrant me in giving a minute description. What I have seen is no more than a mere outline of a
great country. The filling up must be done at a future day, and by persons who have more time and
leisure to devote to it than has fallen to my lot the past season.
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“The Powalp [Puyallup] is the first stream of any size falling into the bay north of the
Nesqually River. This stream falls into the Powalp Bay a little south and east of Vashon’s Island.
This bay is beautifully situated, with abundance of good anchorage. It is surrounded, and to a
considerable distance in the interior, by a body of low timbered land, covered with a growth of
cedar, fir, and maple timber. This character of land continues to a considerable distance up this
river. The soil will be found of first quality, with easy access to navigation. The river is rapid and of
no great depth. Fine mill privileges exist here, with an abundance of good timber. Many good
situations for farms are to be met with, where the removal of the timber is by no means an
undertaking of serious moment. | know of no plains on this river near the bay. Where the wagon
road to Walla Walla via Mt. Rainier crosses this river, about thirty miles from the bay, fine rich
plains are found, with a soil that will not suffer by comparison with the best land in Oregon. Of their
extent | am unacquainted.

“The next river north is the Dewams. This river falls into a bay of the same name, below
Vashon’s Island, and immediately opposite Port Orchard. This bay forms a beautiful little harbor of
about four miles in width, and some six miles in length. This bay, like the Powalp, is surrounded by
wood land. The river, for a distance of about twenty miles, has an average width of about forty
yards, with a deep channel and placid current.

“The river meanders along through rich bottom land, not heavily timbered, with here and
there a beautiful plain of unrivaled fertility, peeping out through a fringe of vine maple, alder or
ash, or boldly presenting a full view of their native richness and undying verdure. Other plains of
more extensive character are represented as being near at hand, and of sufficient fertility to satisfy
the most fastidious taste.

“At a distance of about twenty miles from the bay, the river forks — the right fork bears the
name of Dewams [the future Black River]. It has its source about ten miles to the north in a large
clear lake. This stream has an average width of about twenty yards. The country along its banks
partakes of the same character as that lower down the river. A few miles of this stream will be found
quite rapid, offering very fine opportunities for mill privileges. Sandstone, of a good quality for
building materials, makes its appearance along this stream.

“The lake from whence this stream has its source is of considerable extent, surrounded
principally with wood land, consisting of cedar, fir, maple, ash, oak, &c. It varies in width from one
to six miles. | traveled on it to the north, a distance of more than twenty miles, without finding its
terminus. The water is clear and very deep; from the beauty of the lake and the scenery surrounding
it, we christened it by the name of ‘Geneva’ [renamed Lake Washington] Another lake [Lake
Sammamish] of less extent lies about six miles east of Geneva, and connected with it by a small
stream.

“Of the left bank of the Dewams very little is known, until you get into the region of country
where the wagon [road?] crosses the same. The Indians represent the character of the country above
much the same as that already described.

“Where the wagon road crosses this river, plains of unrivaled fertility are found, covered
with the most luxuriant growth of grass | have ever met with, a great deal of it being from three to
four feet high, in which the red and white clover are found sprinkled with liberal hand.

“The tide flows up this river a distance of more than twenty miles.

“Between Geneva lake and Admiralty Inlet, there appears an extensive country of low land,
that has never been examined by white men, and when examined | have no doubt will be found very
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valuable. The distance from the Inlet to Geneva lake in many places cannot exceed a few miles, as
the Indians make portages across with their canoes....
“I have extended this communication to a much greater length than I designed, but have not
given as much description as I could wish, as my time is limited.”
Yours truly,
J [actually Isaac] N Ebey” (Oregon Spectator)
Colonel Ebey’s glowing description inspired several early settlers
to make their homes in the Puget Sound region®

BLACK PIONEER GEORGE WASHINGTON ARRIVES IN OREGON TERRITORY
George Washington arrived in Oregon Territory with his white adoptive parent -- 1850
they settled in Oregon City where George got a job cutting timber for $90 a month plus board
after only three months on the job he became seriously ill
he was taken to the only hospital in the area at Fort VVancouver
George Washington spent several months recuperating in the hospital
and the Cochran family moved north, across the Columbia River, to be near him
twice a week during his recovery Anna Cochran brought him a home-cooked meal

LAND CLAIM DIFFICULTIES
At the time of the original bill creating Oregon Territory [1848]
Congress had been unable to reach a decision regarding the protection of land claims
lawmakers simply declared the Provisional Government land laws null and void
but put nothing in their place
Problems abounded:
ssettlers were not permitted to take up land until treaties could be concluded with tribes;
sthere was still no legal assurance that land could be possessed by the claimant
as no legal means of filing a claim and having the claim protected in court existed;
sproperty lines of claims were very irregular -- usually following the geography;
To the pioneers of the Pacific Northwest this was intolerable
they wanted their titles unclouded -- and free

QUESTIONS REGARDING SLAVERY COME TO A HEAD IN THE COMPROMISE OF 1850
There had been four years of political confrontation between Northern and Southern state leaders
over the question of slavery in the land gained as a result of the Mexican War [1846-1848]
In an effort to reach a compromise to resolve the issue Whig U.S. Senator Henry Clay from Kentucky
introduced a Bill into Congress to resolve the issues
Whig Senator Daniel Webster (Massachusetts) supported Henry Clay’s position
but Webster lost the support of abolitionists who saw Clay as favoring expansion of slavery
Whig Senator William Steward (New York) opposed Clay’s proposed Bill
he stated a “higher law” than the Constitution required an end to slavery
U.S. Senate leader John C. Calhoun (Democrat, South Carolina) also opposed Clay’s Bill

¢ Greg Lange, Essay 1748, HistoryLink.org, November 3, 2000.
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as the proposal stopped expansion of slavery into the former Mexican lands
Whig President Zachary Taylor opposed the legislation (his death [July 9])
made Whig Millard Filmore who favored the Bill President
U.S. Senators defeated Henry Clay’s Bill
U.S. Senator Stephen A. Douglas (Democrat, Illinois) split Clay’s proposal into iseparate Bills
this allowed senators to vote or abstain (not vote at all) on each proposal individually
senators could pick and choose the portions they supported and ignore the other proposals
Five separate Bills passed Congress -- September 1850
these became known as the “Missouri Compromise:”
*Fugitive Slave Act was amended as a result of political pressure from Southern politicians
among other features citizens were forcibly compelled to assist in capturing
runaway slaves -- slaves were denied the right to a jury trial;
sslave trade in Washington City (Washington, D.C.) was abolished;
*California entered the Union as a free state;
sgovernment was created in a new Utah Territory;
*boundary dispute between Texas and New Mexico was resolved
and a territorial government was established for a new New Mexico Territory
(Compromise of 1850 enabled Congress to avoid sectional and slavery issues for several years)

OREGON DELEGATE TO CONGRESS SAMUEL THURSTON ADDRESSES LAND ISSUES
As Delegate to Congress from a territory Samuel R. Thurston had no vote in Congress
but he could participate in debates and on strictly territorial matters his voice possessed influence
Samuel Thurston saw the entrenched power of George Abernathy’s old mission party in Oregon City
he was attracted to them and supported their pro-Whig, anti-Democrat, politics
he listened to the pioneer tirades which followed Henry Spalding’s baseless charge
that Hudson’s Bay Company and the Catholics
together were responsible for the Whitman massacre
these charges Thurston blatantly echoed in the nation’s capital
he misrepresented the facts of the Whitman massacre to Congress
in a letter mailed to members individually

DR. JOHN McLOUGHLIN IS SINGLED OUT FOR PARTICULAR ATTACK
Tirelessly Oregon Territorial Delegate to Congress Samuel Thurston used his voice in Congress
Thurston took particular aim at Dr. John McLoughlin
he spent much of his political energy in an effort to deprive Dr. John McLoughlin
of his land claim in Oregon City
Former Chief Factor McLoughlin previously declared his intention to become an American citizen
ignoring this, Samuel Thurston had inserted into the Donation Land Law
a notorious clause which vested ownership of the island at Willamette Falls
to a milling company that held title from the old Methodist mission
this same clause further declared that the rest of McLoughlin’s unsold building lots
were to be placed at the disposal of the territorial legislature
with the proceeds to be used for the founding of a university
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OREGON DONATION LAND LAW PASSED
Under Oregon Territorial Delegate to Congress Samuel Thurston’s prodding
Congress at length passed a stopgap measure based on the unsuccessful legislation
Senator Lewis F. Linn of Missouri proposed a decade earlier
this was one of the most significant, and at the same time, most mischievous
bits of federal legislation connected to the Pacific Northwest -- the Donation Land Law
Oregon Donation Land Law passed Congress
and was signed by President Millard Fillmore -- September 27, 1850
this provided a remedy for the glaring omission in the original act creating Oregon Territory
Oregon Donation Land Law provided that:
1) a survey be made of the public lands of Oregon by a Surveyor General
2) size of claims was cut in half from the Provisional Government’s 640 acres
a grant of 320 acres of land would be made to every white
or (reluctantly included) half-breed settler over eighteen years of age
who was either a citizen or who would declare an intention of becoming one
before [December 1], 1851
if he married, the man and wife would each, in his or her own right,
be entitled to 320 acres or together 640 acres
this recognized the significant role women played in pioneering
this obviously included foreigners -- like Dr. McLoughlin -- who were yet to become citizens
provided they must either have made their declaration to become a citizen
of the United States before the passage of the Donation Land Law
or they must do so before [December 1], 1851
3) in an attempt to prevent speculation, final title, or patent, would be issued
after four years of residence on said land if it had been farmed for four consecutive years
4) property rights of heirs to claimants would be recognized under the law
This was the protection the settlers had desired
(but the law was due to expire in [1853] before it was extended, with amendments, to [1855])

PIONEER LAND CLAIMS ARE FINALLY PROTECTED UNDER LAW
Oregon Donation Land Law proved to be a great boon to agricultural settlement
even at the expense of industrial and commercial development
However, if land must be farmed for four consecutive years,
what about lots already sold in the bustling town sites such as Portland, Oregon City, and Salem?
especially those belonging to former British Chief Factor Dr. John McLoughlin
it took ten years of litigation before the bill’s sloppy wording was finally cleared up
In summing up the faults of the law, historian H.H. Bancroft stated: “It developed rapacity in some
places, and encouraged slothful habits among some by giving them more than they could care for,
and allowing them to hope for riches from the sale of their unused acres.”®

OREGON DONATION LAND LAW CAUSED A SERIOUS PROBLEM
Land claims of 640 acres, or even 320 Acres, were far too large

9 Oscar Osburn Winther, The Great Northwest, P. 158.
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it was not possible to farm so much land with the equipment of the day
also, settlers were widely scattered and isolated -- which impeded the growth of towns
But what a man couldn’t plow he could sell -- once title to the land matured
there was frantic rush to cash in on real estate
girls as young as twelve and thirteen were married to men old enough to be their grandfathers
assuring maximum land grants were gained

ASSOCIATE JUSTICE STRONG FILES A LAND CLAIM (IN TODAY’S WASHINGTON)
Associate Justice William Strong settled on a farm in Cathlamet on the Columbia River
where he filed a land claim under the Donation Land Claim Act
Unlike Chief Justice Thomas Nelson, Justice Strong was a very good judge
Justice Strong remained in the territory where he enjoyed an unblemished reputation

AMOS AND ESTER SHORT ALSO FILE A LAND CLAIM
Amos Short and his family had worked the land near Fort Vancouver for five year [since 1845]
when the opportunity arose Amos filed a land claim under the Oregon Donation Land Law
to stop Hudson’s Bay Company efforts to evict the Shorts from their homestead

SCHOOL OPENS IN MONTECELLO (TODAY’S LONGVIEW, WASHINGTON)
Montecello was first settled [1849] by pioneers Harry and Rebecca Jane Huntington
they named the in honor of Monticello, Thomas Jefferson’s home in Virginia
Schools set up by missionaries had been for Indians
but were also attended by missionaries’ and fur traders’ children
Alexander and Nathaniel Stone, Harry Darby Huntington, Seth Catlin, Jonathan Burbee
and Peter Crawford, all settlers in the Monticello area built a school for children
of settlers and Hudson’s Bay Company men living in lower Cowlitz Valley -- fall 1850
their first teacher was Fredrick Huntress

DR. JOHN McLOUGHLIN’S LAND CLAIM LOST IS TO HIM
Dr. McLoughlin’s land claim was valued at $500,000 in property
some Americans felt the claim was really Hudson’s Bay Company’s land
thus it was open for settlement
Some Americans criticized Dr. John McLoughlin
for displaying autocracy and having ulterior motives
after Oregon Country became an American territory
they refused to legalize his honest claims to personal property on the Willamette River
Oregon Donation Land Law took his land from him
Title to McLoughlin’s land given to Willamette Milling Company
claim was “set apart to be at the disposal of the legislative assembly, for the establishment
and endowment of a university”*°
Dr. McLoughlin protested the land was his private property
even in Oregon City this was too much -- McLoughlin was allowed to live in his forfeited home

10 George Washington Fuller, A History of the Pacific Northwest, P. 205.
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last ten years of his life, Dr. McLoughlin lived as an American citizen
but he was made despondent by the unfairness toward him

CONGRESS CREATES THE POSITION OF SUPERINTENDNET OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Congress passed an act creating the Oregon Territory Superintendent of Indian Affairs
at about the same time the Donation Land Act was passed
previously the Territorial Governor of Oregon had held dual office
as he also was in charge of Indian Affairs for the region
This act created a separate superintendent’s position
Anson Dart of Wisconsin was named as the first Superintendent of Indian Affairs of Oregon
Oregon Territory at that time consisted of what is now Oregon (Washington and Idaho)
Dart’s directions from Congress were to make treaties with the Indian people of Oregon
starting with those living in the area most occupied by settlers -- western Oregon Territory
Congress’ intent was to get those living in the most settled areas to cede all of their lands
and agree to move east of the Cascade Mountains where a permanent reservation
would be created out of the way of settlement
However, the gravest injustice was done, as usual, to the Indians
Oregon’s Donation Land Law said nothing about their titles to the land
but under another measure Oregon Territorial Delegate to Congress Samuel Thurston
had pressed on Congress these property rights had already been lost
under the Indian Treaty Act [of June 5, 1850]

DR. JOHN McLOUGHLIN CONTINUES TO LIVE IN OREGON CITY
Dr. McLoughlin and his wife Marguerite remained in their Oregon City home
Dr. McLoughlin continued to be a prominent citizen of Oregon Territory

he was elected mayor of Oregon City (1851 winning forty-four of sixty-six votes)

he continued to provide aid to the needy immigrants
by providing them with employment

he built houses, sawmills, gristmills, and even a canal around the falls all at his own expense

he gave 300 city lots for private and public use, including land given to a Catholic school
and Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian, Catholic, and Congregational churches

and land for a city jail

CHURCHES BECAME SIGNIFICANT IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF SETTLEMENTS
Churches were founded in the more populous towns and districts as religious institutions
almost as soon as a town was started residents organized a church
they secured a preacher who often had to take outside work as well as preach
the record of founding churches follows closely the sequence of the founding of towns
Churches, both Protestant and Catholic, were also social and intellectual centers
women usually organized singing circles and gave music concerts
they set up sewing circles which met once or twice a week at member’s homes
often church members organized meetings to discuss community problems
Catholic priests frequently were instrumental in establishing parochial schools
Catholic Church was active in establishing seminaries and academies
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Often, churches were the first libraries
reading and debating societies were sometimes organized
priests and ministers often were asked to give lectures and speeches to clubs
and they led discussion groups

EFFORT TO BUILD A ROAD OVER THE CASCADE MOUNTAINS IS UNDERTAKEN
Hoping to make the Puget Sound region more available to immigrants
storekeeper Michael Simmons led a group of men eastward
in an unsuccessful effort to chop out a wagon road over the Cascade Mountains
and then down into the Yakima Valley to meet the Oregon Trail at Fort Walla Walla
Simmons had private reasons for wanting the shortcut
his aged mother, his married sister Catherine Broshear and her husband,
and Broshear’s brother-in-law were due to arrive with the fall 1850 migration
Mike knew from experience how desperately hard crossing the Columbia Gorge would be
to say nothing of the final pull up the Cowlitz River to Cowlitz Landing
and then on through the bottomless mud and dense timber
that separated the Columbia River drainage from Puget Sound
But the even denser timber of The Cascades turned the road builders back
and the newcomers had to struggle with the normal route
Of Mike’s family only his sister Catherine appeared -- fall 1850
in the sun- drenched valley of the Platte River
cholera had killed Catherine’s mother, her husband and her brother-in-law
Fortunately David Maynard, a doctor, had been summoned from another caravan to treat the dying
he had taken over Catherine’s team and wagon for her
as they had crept along the rest of the way through sand and mosquitoes and Indian scares,
this lonely pair had fallen in love

GEORGE WASHINGTON BUSH IS A SUCCESSFUL BLACK PIONEER
George Washington Bush, having settled on Bush Prairie north of the Columbia River,
was faced with the problem of not qualifying for a claim in the territory because he was black
Since his arrival, Bush became famous for bestowing his generosity on new arrivals
Bush’s farm was located just off the “road” running south
from New Market to Cowlitz Landing and on to VVancouver Barracks
most new settlers, some half-starved from the journey, passed by on their way to Puget Sound
newcomers were dependent on established settlers for food and seeds to start their own farms
Bush family was openhanded in offering assistance
Ironically, the discriminatory laws the Bushes were trying to escape when they journeyed west
had followed them and put at risk the family’s land claim they had painstakingly cultivated
and from which they fed the waves of newly arriving travelers

BLACK PIONEER GEORGE WASHINGTON MOVES NORTH OF THE COLUMBIA RIVER
When black pioneer George Washington [not be confused with George Washington Bush]
had fully recovered from his illness,
he traveled to Lewis County with his white foster parents James and Anna Cochran
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during their travels they stopped and built boats which carried them up the Cowlitz River
James and Anna Cochran, George Washington’s parents built a cabin at Cowlitz Landing
and began taking in boarders

DAVID “DOC” MAYNARD ARRIVES IN OREGON CITY
Having crossed the continent with the 1850 migration, Doc Maynard arrived destitute
he followed the widow Catherine Broshear to Olympia where her brother Michael Simmons lived
For a while Simmons was deeply grateful for the attention Doc paid toward his sister
until he learned that Maynard had left behind in Ohio a wife, two children
and a mountain of debts
Doc Maynard decided to leave Olympia and look for work elsewhere

IMMIGRATION NORTH OF THE COLUMBIA RIVER REMAINS SLOW

From [1845] to 1850 many problems had hindered settlement North of the Columbia River:
*Whitman Massacre generated great fear;
*Snoqualmie Indians attack on Fort Nisqually also was fearful;
*boundary line in the San Juan Islands was unsettled;
elegal disputes over land claims were still ongoing;
+gold discovered in California drew away potential pioneers

Columbia and Rosanna (Jones) Lancaster did settler north of the Columbia River
they filed the first donation land claim north of the Columbia River -- total 640 acres

located where the Lewis River enters the Columbia River -- (Woodland)

COLUMBIA GORGE IMPEDES RIVER TRAFFIC
North American rivers provided over two thousand miles of navigable water
but these rivers were divided into sections with frequent natural obstructions impeding traffic
such as Great Falls on the Missouri River and the Columbia River Gorge on that river
Between Canada and Mexico the Columbia River was the only deep water link to the interior
glacial floods thousands of years ago carved this 1,200-mile-long river
which is the only water passage to cross the Cascade Mountains
most of the drastic changes took place at the end of the last Ice Age
this “relatively quick™ erosion left many layers of volcanic rock exposed
cliffs rising as high as 4,000 feet act as a funnel for North America's fourth largest river
There were many barriers of shallow water and rapids on the Columbia River
but the most significant challenge was at the Columbia River Gorge
eighty miles in length it was composed of two obstacles, The Cascades and Celilo Falls
both created transportation difficulties and military hazards on the Columbia River
here native settlements and trading villages existed
in various configurations for 11,000 years
Journeying upriver from Portland through the Columbia Gorge
first obstruction to travel on the Columbia was The Cascades Rapids
Lower Cascades Rapids (also known as the Long Narrows)
was a three-and-a-half mile long torrent where the river fell about forty feet
through a channel about 150 yards wide
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it stretched upriver from (today’s Horsethief Butte, Washington)
Upper Cascades Rapids (also known as the Short Narrows) began
with a bend around a rocky point
it was a little more than a mile of turbulent water where the river dropped twelve feet
it ended at (today’s Browns Island in the Columbia River )
together this series of waterfalls was a fearsome obstacle
they were significant enough to provide the associated mountain range its name
distance from the top of the Upper Cascades Rapids to the foot of the Lower Cascades Rapids
was five to six miles in length depending on the season of the year
this treacherous water was named “the dalles” by early French-Canadian trappers
some historians say “les dalles” or “dalles” is translated to mean
rapids running through a narrow gorge
others believe the meaning was a corruption of “d’alles” the raceway of a mill,
a narrow chute which is used to transport logs quickly
yet other historians translate the name from a French word for “flagstones” or “slabs,”
which refers to the huge slabs of basalt constricting the channel
this was described by explorer William Clark in his journal [1805]
as “an agitated gut swelling, boiling & whorling in every direction
David Thompson wrote of the same location six years later [1811]: “Imagination can
hardly form an idea of the working of this immense body of water under such compression, raging
and hissing as if alive”!?
The Cascades Rapids was followed by another forty miles of smooth open water
known as the “Middle Columbia” (or sometimes the “Middle Cascades™)
second obstruction was Celilo Falls where the Columbia River cut into the basalt rock
to create a constriction of the river with a twenty-foot waterfall
followed by a mile of narrow, channeled rapids with a drop of eight feet
Celilo was the oldest continuously inhabited community on the North American continent
there Indians congregated to net the huge salmon that hurled themselves at the cataract
on their way to the spawning grounds
(Celilo Falls were located just downstream of Wishram, Washington and Celilo, Oregon
and upstream of The Dalles, Oregon until [1957] when the falls and nearby settlements
were submerged by the waters of Lake Celilo behind The Dalles hydro-electric dam)
Canoes provided the mode of travel in the earliest days making portages around Celilo Falls
to the open water of the Middle Columbia
and another portage around The Cascades to the foot of Lower the Cascades Rapids

9911

TRANSPORTATION UP THE COLUMBIA RIVER IS DIFFICULT
Steamboat traffic transported goods up and down on the Columbia River from Astoria to Portland
traffic was shipped from Portland up the Willamette River to Willamette Falls and back
limited cargo was shipped up and down the Columbia River from Portland
freighting operations were hampered by the Columbia Gorge

1 pavid Lavender, Land of Giants, P. 344.
12 bavid Lavender, Land of Giants, P. 344.
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which blocked all upriver traffic and substantially impeded everything being transported
it was necessary to portage freight and passengers around the obstacles of the gorge
Columbia Gorge held two separate rapids that were collectively known as the Dalles

(adding to the confusion, the city of The Dalles, Oregon [designated by a capital T]

is located in the vicinity of these rapids)
traveling upriver, the Dalles Rapids (the first of the obstacles to be overcome)

was a fear-inspiring spectacle five to six miles long

where the waters of the Columbia River dropped more than fifty feet in a wild tumult

PORTAGES ARE NECESSARY AROUND THE COLUMBIA GORGE
Running beside the Columbia Gorge was an old Indian portage trail on north side of the Columbia
long used to carry goods and passengers around the Columbia Gorge Rapids,
The Cascades of the Long and Short Narrows and Celilo Falls
however, this was not satisfactory as the trail was muddy in winter, dusty in summer
and full of ruts all year around
this portage trail was nearly impassable after each autumn’s immigrant rush

UPPER CASCADES BECOMES THE LOCATION OF A SETTLEMENT
Brothers Daniel F. Bradford and Putnam F. Bradford built a store, a warehouse, wharf and sawmill
on the north side of the Columbia River above Celilo Falls
at the upriver end of the Columbia Gorge
Several families were attracted to the area and homes were built at the town of Upper Cascades
lumber for building purposes was produced by the Bradford Mill
which supplied settlers at The Cascades Rapids and eastward on both sides of the river
Nathanial Coe built his home on Hood River, Oregon Territory
using lumber produced at the Bradford Mill
Arrangements were made to build a barge at the upper end of the Columbia Gorge
for use by the Bradfords to transport lumber and other materials and even passengers
from the landing at Upper Cascades
however, it was difficult to get supplies from the lower Columbia River
using the portage trail to river above the portage

JOHN R. JACKSON BUILDS JACKSON COURTHOUSE
(Englishman John R. Jackson moved with his family north of the Columbia River
to Cowlitz River Plains and settled at Jackson Prairie
about ten miles north of the Cowlitz Landing
he built a one room cabin and named his farm “Highlands” [1845]
while on a trip to Oregon City to acquire supplies he met and married Matilda Coontz [1848]
she was widow with four boys [three more children were added in the next few years]
Jackson’s home became a frequent stopping place for travelers
Matilda became known for her hospitality and tasty food)
John and his stepsons, encouraged by Territorial Justice William Strong,
constructed a two story courthouse on his land [near today’s Chehalis] -- 1850
this was used [until 1851] when it became the family home
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John’s original cabin continued to be a meeting place for visitors to discuss politics
Territorial Judge William Strong held the first U.S. District Court session
north of the Columbia River at the Jackson Prairie courthouse -- November 12, 1850

“SALEM CLIQUE” IS FORMED BY OREGON TERRITORY DEMOCRATS
Democrat elected officials were forced to contend with the newly-appointed Whig officials,
Democrats felt they had the power of popular local support behind them
Democrats under the leadership of Matthew Deady, James W. Nesmith and Ashel Bush
met secretly to discuss their strategy in the upcoming session of the Territorial Legislature
they became known as the “Salem Clique” because the issue most important to them
was the relocation of the territorial capital city from Oregon City to Salem, Oregon
Salem Clique became the Democratic Party’s political machine in Oregon Territory
among the members were Matthew Deady, Joseph Lane, James W. Nesmith, George L. Curry,
Asahel Bush, Ben Harding, R.P. Boise, William Tichenor, S.F. Chadwick and L.F. Grover
they resolved to introduce an “omnibus” (collective) bill:
*to move the territorial capital to Salem,
*build a penitentiary in Portland,
eand establish a college in Marysville (which was soon to be renamed Corvallis)

WHIGS OPPOSE THE DEMOCRAT PLAN
When news of the omnibus bill leaked out before the legislature convened
Territorial Governor Gaines publicly took the position that Section 6 of the Organic Laws

(the constitution of the Provisional Government, which had been reviewed and approved
by Governor Joe Lane in [1849])

forbade bills which contained more than one item

therefore, the Democrats’ omnibus bill was, by definition, unconstitutional
Territorial Attorney Amory Holbrook, a fellow Whig appointee, supported the governor

OREGON TERRITORIAL LEGISLATURE GOES INTO SESSION
Second session of the Oregon Territory legislature gathered in Oregon City -- December 2, 1850
W.W. Buck served as the President of the Council; Ralph Wilcox as the Speaker of the House
This was not a harmonious meeting of the territorial government
legislature was run almost entirely by Democratic political leaders of the Willamette Valley
however, more and more settlers from California moved north
to make their homes on Puget Sound and in the Cowlitz River Valley
controversy raged over the location of the territorial capital -- Oregon City or Salem
majority of legislators were Democrats who favored moving to Salem
minority Whigs favored keeping the capital city in Whig-controlled Oregon City
Territorial Delegate Samuel Royal Thurston had been reelected
arguments developed over the size of Oregon Territory
many pioneers believe it was too large to form a single state
an omnibus bill awarding Salem the state capital, Portland the territorial penitentiary
and Marysville (Corvallis) the territorial university passed the legislature
by votes of 10-8 in the Territorial House of Representatives and 6-3 in the Council
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Oregon City received no consideration to acquire this governmental economic boost
however, Governor John P. Gaines refused to relocate and remained in Oregon City
with the Whig-appointed justices of the Oregon Territorial Supreme Court
Democratic-appointed Justice Orville C. Pratt moved to Salem
along with the majority of the Territorial legislature

PORTLAND OREGONIAN NEWSPAPER IS FOUNDED
Portland Oregonian is the oldest continuously published newspaper on the west coast
it was founded as a weekly Whig newspaper by Portland town site promoters
who used the newspaper to promote the development of Portland
Stephen Coffin held half interest in the Portland town site
William W. Chapman had one-third interest in the Portland town site
Chapman owned a hand press and some letters of type
Chapman also served as the spokesman for Whig politics in Oregon
While in San Francisco Chapman hired youthful and enthusiastic editor Thomas J. Dryer
first issue of the Portland Oregonian was published -- December 4, 1850
it strongly supported Whig Oregon Territorial Governor John P. Gaines
(later the Portland Oregonian became the leading Republican newspaper in Oregon
it remains so to this day)

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT TAKES THE FIRST OFFICIAL CENSUS
First official census of Oregon Territory was taken by the United States government -- 1850
U.S. Marshall Joe Meek was aided in the effort by
Daniel O’Neil, Samuel H. Culver, and W.H. Reese
There were 13,294 Americans who lived in Oregon Territory
80% of the children had been born in the newer states created in the Middle-West
there were 207 Free People of color living in the territory
Oregonians wanted Free Blacks no more than they wanted Negroes in bondage
There was a numerical division between Northerners and Southerners
53% had been born north of the Mason-Dixon Line -- 6,890
46% of adults were born south of the Mason-Dixon Line -- 5,980
There were 1,049 people who lived north of the Columbia River -- only 8% of the population
population of Clark County showed ninety-five houses were located there
Vancouver, the center of county government, began to grow
people from the Mid-West who settle in Puget Sound area
became increasingly dissatisfied with the Oregon Territorial Government
whose dependence on the Southern-based territorial political leaders had not lessened
as the number of settlers North of the Columbia River increased

LOT WHITCOMB, FAMOUS PIONEER STEAMBOAT, BEGINS SERVICE
Lot Whitcomb was the second steamboat on the Columbia River (after the tiny Columbia)
was the first steam-powered boat to be built on the Willamette River
she was constructed at Milwaukee, Oregon by the firm of Whitcomb and Jennings
Lot Whitcomb, named in honor of the founder and promoter of Milwaukie, Oregon)
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was a much more pretentious boat
Lot Whitcomb was launched -- Christmas Day, 1850
her first officers were: Captain -- John C. Ainsworth; Engineer: Jacob Kamm; Pilot: W.H.H. Hal
U.S. Army brass band from Fort VVancouver played a selection of patriotic tunes
props were knocked out and she slid down the ways into the Willamette River -- 3:00 p.m.
but her trial run ended when she became hung-up on a reef for two weeks
at the mouth of the Clackamas River
tragedy marred the celebration as Captain Frederick Morse of the schooner Merchantman
was loading lumber from Whitcomb’s sawmill
he unloaded an old saluting cannon from his vessel and fired it bursting the barrel
shrapnel flew through the air and hit Captain Morse in the neck killing him instantly
none-the-less the celebration continued unabated for several days

CAPTAIN JOHN C. AINSWORTH IS MASTER OF THE LOT WHITCOMB
Captain Ainsworth came to the northwest as an experienced Mississippi River steamboat crewman
originally he came out west seeking his fortune in the steamboat trade on the Sacramento River
but was convinced later to come to Oregon Territory
In Oregon he worked briefly as the Captain of the Lot Whitcomb on the Willamette River
(he soon owned several steam boats on the Columbia River
and was saving money for future investments)

STEAMBOAT LOT WHITCOMB MAIDEN VOYAGE
First voyage of the Lot Whitcomb was a pleasure expedition to Astoria, Oregon
but a problem kept her from running on the Columbia River
she still had creditors who had an interest in the vessel that had not been paid
American law did not then allow a vessel to operate without a certificate
which could not be lawfully issued if creditors had unpaid claims against the vessel
even worse, the official in charge of enforcing this law
was Astoria customs inspector John Adair who was, a co-owner the Columbia
more Lot Whitcomb stock was sold to pay off the ship’s debts
Regular operations were finally able to begin
Lot Whitcomb ran twice weekly on the route from Milwaukie, Oregon to Astoria
making the run in ten hours, a great improvement over the Columbia’s twenty-four hours
she was much larger than the Columbia -- 160 feet long; 24-foot beam; with 5 feet of draft
side-wheeler with paddlewheels measuring 18-feet across
churned a top speed of twelve miles per hour
at 600 gross tons she bragged far more comfortable passenger accommodations
and a large space for heavy cargo
she was able to run upriver 120 miles from Astoria to Oregon City in ten hours
compared to the Columbia’s two days
Shortly after launching, Lot Whitcomb struck a rock near Milwaukie tearing away her paddlewheel
and sustaining damage to her wheel-house and tearing a hole in her hull
she remained hung up for a week until her owners and the resourceful Captain Ainsworth
were able to pull her off and repair her
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Lot Whitcomb served on the Willamette and lower Columbia rivers for three years
connecting Rainier, Oregon with the Cowlitz River Canoe and Bateau line
she ran competition with the steamboat Columbia
she was known for her good looks and good
she also functioned well as a tow boat escorting many oceangoing ships
from Astoria up the Columbia and Willamette rivers to Portland
(because she was expensive to operate Lot Whitcomb was sold to California interests)

JOE LANE RETURNS TO OREGON POLITICS
Joe Lane was still prospecting in California
when an emissary reached him from the Oregon Territory capital -- winter 1850
would he be willing to run for election as Oregon’s Delegate to Congress
against the pro-Whig and land-grabbing Samuel Thurston?
Democrat Joe Lane, who relished the political life, said he would
although he must have known the confusions, challenges and recriminations
to be faced during any period of volatile political change
When his name surfaced as a candidate, his opponents objected that he was not a true Oregonian
he owned no property in the territory
and, except for his adult son, he had brought none of his family west with him
In answer to the first charge, Joe Lane filed on a Donation land claim in the Umpgua Valley
(near present Roseburg, Oregon)
Next he prepared for what promised to be a brutal political battle
with incumbent Oregon Delegate Whig Samuel Thurston
(No such battle ever took place, Samuel Thurston died at sea on his way home for the campaign
after that Joe Lane was easily elected)

JAMES DOUGLAS ASSUMES BRITISH LEADERSHIP IN NEW CALEDONIA
Richard Blanshard’s tenure as Governor of New Caledonia was both brief and unhappy
he suffered from “continual attacks of ague” (fever)
Chief Factor James Douglas, the Black Scot, induced Richard Blanshard to resign
by making his life miserable
Governor Blanshard submitted his resignation -- January 1851
and requested permission to leave the colony (but it took nine months for him to receive a reply)

INDIAN TREATY NEGOTIATIONS NOT SUCCESSFUL
Three Commissioners, John P. Gains, Alonzo A. Skinner, and Beverly S. Allen, had been instructed
to convince the Coastal natives to move across the Cascade Mountains into the interior
in this they were unsuccessful
Commissioners then strayed from their Congressional instructions
they decided to establish reservations for Coastal people west of the Cascade Mountains
they agreed to allow coastal bands to retain a portion of their old lands
while giving up the remainder -- thus Indian reservations were created
natives were to become wards of the federal government and moved by force if necessary
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PORTLAND DISPLAYS FORSIGHT
Captain John H. Couch of Cushing and Company’s trading firm
spent tens of thousands of farsighted dollars laying an all-weather road faced with planks
to tap the rich farms of the Tualatin Plains -- 1851
Meanwhile Oregon City, hemmed between rapids and falls, languished
in spite of her access to water power

EXPRESS AND STAGECOACH SERVICE ARRIVES IN OREGON TERRITORY
In regions where something answering the description of roads appeared
wagon freighting gradually replaced mule packing during the dry season
profitable business, even great fortunes, could be generated
by the speedy delivery of some types of goods -- namely small packages of high value
such as gold dust, bullion, jewelry, securities, or perishable commodities
transportation of such items was called “express”
Express businesses had begun with Adams & Co. on the East coast [1839]
Alvin Adams had expanded throughout the southern portion of the United States
by [1850] he was shipping by rail and stagecoach to his office in St. Louis
a badly-run subsidiary of Adams’ company, Dugan & Co., opened in California 1850]
Oregon was served by it first express company, Todd & Co. -- 1851
they announced the locations of their businesses in handbills:

“AGENTS IN OREGON -- Abernathy & Clark, Oregon City; Hopkins & Donald,
Milwaukie; Capt. Samuel E, May, Portland; Sutler’s Store, Vancouver; W.H. Tappan, St. Helen[;]
Hensil & Co., Astoria.”*®

their regular business consisted of receiving and forwarding gold dust and other valuables
Todd & Company became an agency which provided deposit and safekeeping services
Gregory & Company out of California quickly followed
Conestoga wagons developed in Pennsylvania and made famous on the Oregon Trail
flourished in communities not easily supplied by water routes

BANKING COMES TO OREGON TERRITORY
Pioneer merchants and express companies were the first banks in Oregon Territory
Couch & Co., Portland advertised themselves as wholesale retail merchants as well as bankers
they sold shares of their stock at exchanges in New York and San Francisco
Morris & Co. operating as grocers and commission merchants
announced they did banking on the side -- February 1851

OREGON TERRITORIAL LEGISLATURE ENDS ITS SECOND SESSION
Bitter and hostile legislative session came to an end -- February 8, 1851
Three new counties were created for the Oregon Territory
Pacific County was established north of the Columbia River (in today’s Washington state)
it was created out of the southwest corner of Lewis County

13 Oscar Osburn Winther, The Old Oregon Country: A History of Frontier Trade, Transportation and Travel, P. 150.
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Pacific City was designated the county seat
Lane County included a portion of the Willamette Valley south of Benton and Linn counties
Umpqua County was located south of the Calapooya Mountains
and the headwaters of the Willamette River
In addition to military roads and private roads, territorial Post Roads were authorized
these were built by the territorial legislature and paid for by the counties:
«first Post Road was from Astoria up the Columbia River to the mouth of the Cowlitz River
and from the Cowlitz on up the Columbia to the Willamette River
continuing southward to the Umpqua River;
*second Post Road ran between the mouth of the Cowlitz River and the Nisqually River;
othird Post Road was the Old Territorial Road that ran from Wallula to Colfax
during the 1850s much effort was expended in surfacing roads for all-season use
planking (called corduroy) was at first the most practical and most widely used improvement
because timber was abundant and sawmills numerous

CONGRESS ENDS ITS INDIAN TREATY WRITING COMMISSION
Three-man Indian Commission to write Indian treaties was abolished by Congress -- February 1851
however, news of this event took several months to reach Oregon Territory
in the meantime Commissioners, John P. Gains, Alonzo A. Skinner, and Beverly S. Allen
continued to write treaties -- they negotiated thirteen treaties in councils with the Indians

DEMOCRATS BEGIN THEIR OWN NEWSPAPER -- THE OREGON STATESMAN
To help drum up public support for the Democrat political position,
Oregon City printer Asahel Bush began publishing the Oregon Statesman -- March 28, 1851
in competition with the Whig Portland Oregonian and its editor Thomas J. Dryer
Oregon Statesman  was a strongly Democratic pioneer Oregon newspaper
that busied itself attacking Whigs in general and Whig Governor John P. Gains in particular
as the majority political party’s mouthpiece, the newspaper strongly supported statehood
it became a vocal and lusty opponent of the Whig Portland Oregonian
one major controversy focused on the location of the territorial capital city
Whigs wanting to remain in Oregon City
Democrats demanded a move to Salem

OREGON STYLE OF JOURNALISM
Belligerent leader of the “Salem Clique” was Oregon Statesman editor Asahel Bush
he used amusing, offensive and sometimes vulgar titles
regarding people and newspapers of opposing his Democratic political opinions
his malicious and slanderous approach to newspaper writing
created what became known as the “Oregon style of journalism”
for example he noted in print that if “the editor of the Spectator don’t like to be called
‘bullethead’, ‘blockhead,’ etc., he should blame Nature for giving him a thick skull.”**

14 Oscar Osburn Winther, The Great Northwest, P. 157.
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(this tide of invective reached its flood during the Civil War)

REGION NORTH OF THE COLUMBIA RIVER RECEIVES MORE SETTLERS
“Oregon fever” led a continually increasing number of pioneers on the long trip west
more families did not stop at Fort Vancouver or visit the Willamette Valley
they followed Michael Simmons and went north to settle
they journeyed directly from the Midwest to the Cowlitz River and on to Puget Sound
People of Puget Sound were completely separated from the Willamette Valley
these highly independent citizens were on their own with no one to answer to
they felt no allegiance to Oregon Territory or its government
Thus isolated, the settlers north of the Columbia River lived in a world of their own
it was difficult to communicate from Puget Sound to Oregon City
and even more difficult to travel
regular trade was conducted with San Francisco -- not Portland or Oregon City
thus Puget Sound was commercially independent from the Columbia River region
Although nearly every hour of daylight was dedicated with the tasks of settlement
they took time to discuss their dissatisfaction with their plight as citizens of Oregon Territory
seat of government, far down in the Willamette Valley at Oregon City, was too far away
what little federal funding was made available to the territory was spent in the south
while the north also needed government services such as
roads, mail service, troops to control the Indians, law enforcement and courts
northern settlers felt they were entitled to have their needs met
and they wanted them met without delay
Their needs called for a government of their own -- with a voice in Washington City
soon the idea to create a new territory gained momentum

SUPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS ANSON DART BEGINS NEGOTIATIONS
Superintendent of Indian Commissioners Anson Dart was able and industrious
but he was shackled by inadequate funds and incompetent help
including Rev. Henry Spalding, Indian Agent for Southwest Oregon
As instructed by Congress, Superintendent Dart began negotiations
Indian Commissioners John P. Gains, Alonzo A. Skinner, and Beverly S. Allen
attempted to move Coastal Indians to Eastern Washington -- April 1851
During negotiations Dart found that the Indians did not see things as they were supposed to
coastal natives were willing to turn over their land
but were unwilling to leave the mild climate of the ocean for the deserts to the east
their reluctance was intensified when the Interior Indians living East of The Cascades
knowing the coastal tribes to be riddled with venereal disease
promised to wipe out the proposed inland reservations
Faced with impasse, Superintendent Dart wrote the same terms as had Governor Joe Lane before him
to let the coastal Indians stay in compressed reservations on the western side of the mountains
pattern of establishing reservations for Coastal people was followed between 1851 and [1853]

GOLD IS DISCOVERED IN SOUTHERN OREGON
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Umpqua Valley was explored and settled by such men as Jesse Applegate [who first arrived 1843]
he and a number of other pioneers established town sites in the Southern Oregon region
Shipwrecked sailors had landed at Crescent City, California where they deserted their vessel
they discovered gold at the headwaters of the Illinois River in the Siskiyou Mountains
Sailors worked their way northward across the Oregon line (to what is now Waldo, Oregon)
they picked up gold nuggets in Southern Oregon along the Rogue River
at Josephine Creek and Canyon Creek
they prospected a considerable amount of gold at Sailor Diggings in the Umpqua Valley
at the southwestern corner of Oregon Territory

NEWS OF OREGON GOLD REACHES CALIFORNIA
Discovery of gold in Oregon Territory intensified the anger of Rogue River Indians
unaware of threats by local Indians, California prospectors converged on the area by land and sea
Sea approach was prompted by efforts to open supply routes into northern California
vessels probed the sometimes risky mouths of the coastal rivers, unloaded exploring parties,
and sent them up the south-tending canyons to see if roads could be opened to the interior
these scouts panned the gravel bars as they went
they found pay dirt in the tributaries of the Rogue River
and even in the sand of some of the ocean beaches

MULE PACK TRAINS SUPPLY THE OREGON GOLD FIELDS FROM CALIFORNIA
In the absence of roads, pack trains were first organized to transport goods
almost immediately after the discovery of gold in Oregon Territory strings of pack mules
could be seen winding their slow, lazy way across the Siskiyou Mountains
along narrow winding mountain trails into the Rogue River Valley
from Northern California supply depots such as Shasta City, Crescent City, and Humbolt Bay
sprang to life
Jacksonville became the Oregon Territory center to receive much of the supplies that were carried in
but Illinois Valley, Sailor Diggings, New Orleans Bar and Applegate Creek were also significant
Packers usually took ten days to cover the 120-mile trip
from Crescent City, California to Jacksonville, Oregon
one hundred mules were said to have left Union (Humboldt Bay) weekly
for the north California mines carrying $4,000 to $5,000 worth of goods -- during 1851
Mules had to be well cared for and exercised
to prevent the animals from becoming frustrated and annoyed
best way to assure their good health and attitude was to keep them fairly fat
Tough and strong as the mules were, difficulties were experienced in the Siskiyou Mountains
climatic conditions were unlike those of the Southwest and Mexico
to shelter the animals, mule skinners were obliged to build sheds
many mules died during the cold and rainy seasons
Meanwhile packers traveling between the Willamette and Sacramento rivers
fell into the habit of refreshing their stock in the meadows bordering the upper Rogue River
to while away their time these packers used their pans -- and they, too, found gold
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OREGON TERRITORY’S NEW SURVEYOR-GENERAL ARRIVES
Whig President Zachary Taylor appointed John B. Preston as the first Surveyor-General of Oregon
Preston arrived in Oregon City -- April 20, 1851
he quickly set out to survey plots of land for claims under Oregon Donation Land Law

FIVE MORE TREATIES ARE WRITTEN WITH WILLAMETTE VALLEY INDIANS
Commissioners John P. Gains, Alonzo A. Skinner, and Beverly S. Allen beginning in April 1851
were unaware their positions had been abolished by Congress [February] 1851
Indians refused to be removed from their lands but did agree to remain in the Cascade foothills
Oregon Territory Superintendent of Indian Affairs Anson Dart signed five treaties
with the Kalapuya and Molalla tribes of the Willamette Valley and Cascade Range -- May 1851
he pledged to negotiate fairly and offered to pay the tribes for their land
demonstrating a fairness and political insight beyond that of most of his contemporaries
however, the continued presence of Indians in settled areas
and the Indian occupation of reservation lands for which pioneers thought they had better use
led to abuses of the natives and continual reduction of the Indians’ land

SETTLERS TAKE NATIVES’ LAND
Presence of Indians in settled areas and the occupation of reservation lands
for which pioneers thought they had better uses
led to abuse of the natives and continual reduction of the Indians’ property holdings
Before the treaties could be ratified (in fact, they never were) settlers moved onto their reserves
generally in good faith because the Donation Land Law implied that all land was open
Indians’ fences and huts were torn down; scanty game was reduced still further;
pioneers’ swine grubbed out roots that provided the main food of the Indians’ diet
fortunately for the Willamette Valley settlers, Indians in that vicinity were too weak
to do more than complain

MORE UNREST ARISES AMONG THE INTERIOR NATIVES
Shoshone (Snake) Indians, who were stirred up by the Cayuse, became troublesome
Shoshones were hostile toward the Nez Perce Indians who were allies of the settlers
Superintendent of Indian Affairs Anson Dart discovered a tribal war was about to start
he persuaded the Nez Perce to wait another year for United States troops
further, he promised not to interfere with the Nez Perce if those troops failed to arrive
Shoshones killed thirty-four people and wounded many more
in several emigrant parties -- spring 1851
they also stole property worth $18,000

LOCATION OF THE TERRITORIAL CAPITOL REMAINS UNRESOLVED
One of the heated controversies in the territorial newspapers focused on the location of the capital city
this question had permeated, saturated and poisoned the politics of Oregon Territory
Events came to a head when the Oregon Territory Legislature
went into special session in Linn City -- May 1851
Democrats in the legislature insisted the capitol be moved to Salem
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Governor John P. Gaines and the Whig minority refused to relocate
they tried to meet at the Statehouse in Oregon City along with the Oregon Supreme Court
(except for justice Orville C. Pratt who had been appointed by Democrat President Polk)
because Democrats held a majority in the legislature,
Salem Clique was able to obtain a quorum and passed a multi-facetted bill
“Omnibus Bill,” included an act moving the Territorial capitol further south to Salem
Governor Gains and other Whig government officials were opposed to the move from Oregon City
United States Attorney Whig Amory Holbrook was supported by two judges (both Whigs)
of the Territorial Supreme Court at Oregon City
in declaring the Democrat law was unconstitutional

FORMER OREGON TERRITORIAL GOVERNOR JOE LANE TAKES A LEADERSHIP ROLE
Joe Lane, recently returned from California to Oregon City,
and no longer opposed by Samuel Thurston was elected Territorial Delegate to Congress -- 1851
(he filled that office until [1859])
Before leaving for Washington City the newly elected delegate to Congress
started south with forty or more miners to inspect his California gold properties
While he was on the road south, the Rogue River Indians broke the knife-at-the-throat treaty
he had extracted from them [1850]
Rogue River Indians began attacking the homesteaders moving onto native lands

AMERICAN RIFLE REGIMENT DEPARTS FROM OREGON TERRITORY
Having proven to be a more of a disturbance to the settlers of Oregon City than a protection
Commander of 11" Military District Commandant Colonel William Wing Loring
marched his American Rifle Regiment Camp Columbia to California -- May 1851

STEAMBOAT HOOSIER BEGINS OPERATION ON THE WILLAMETTE RIVER
Sidewheeler Hoosier owned by John Zumwalt began to compete
with James D. Miller’s flatboat service on the Willamette River -- May 19, 1851
small Hoosier was capable of hauling much more cargo and wheat than any flatboa
at that time three steamboats operated below the waterfall on the Willamette River
linking Oregon City with Portland, the Columbia River and the Pacific Ocean
Rather than fight progress Miller managed to be hired by Hoosier’s owner
Miller worked on board as the bookkeeper, purser, pilot, deckhand and roustabout
(James D. Miller and his brother-in-law Silas R. Smith bought Hoosier [fall 1856]
a second steamer, Hoosier 2, was added [1857] to run the Willamette River
Hoosier 2 was later rebuilt and rechristened Hoosier 3)

STEAMER BLACKHAWK ARRIVES AT OREGTON CITY
Black Hawk was brought from San Francisco to Oregon by Captain Richard Hoyt, Sr.
aboard the bark Ocean Bird
Black Hawk was thirty feet long with a beam of seven feet and depth of hold of three feet
tiny ship could carry ten tons of cargo
Captain Hoyt’s steamboat arrived at the landing at Oregon City
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she began making regular daily trips under Captain Charles Clark -- May 29, 1851
departing from Oregon City in the morning and returning the same day from Portland
C.H. Clark & Co., the Black Hawk’s management company, soon advertised specific departure times
8:00 a.m. at Oregon City and 2:00 p.m. from Portland were the sailing times
with towing “attended to on short notice”

INDIANS ARE ATTACKED AT BEAR CREEK
Thirty-two miners led by Dr. James McBride were returning to Oregon
after digging gold in California
About 150 Rogue River Indians ambushed them on Bear Creek -- -- June 2, 1855
(near present-day Ashland, Oregon)
seven Rogue River Indians were killed and wound wounded -- one miner was injured
but the Indians rode off with horses, pack and $1,500 in supplies and gold dust

STEAMBOAT SERVICE EXPANDS ON THE WILLAMETTE RIVER
Steamboat Washington was built in California and operated on the Sacramento River [1850]
she was purchased by Alexander Sinclair Murray
and placed aboard the oceangoing vessel Success for delivery to Oregon Territory
to compete with the Hoosier on the Willamette River
Alexander Murray had Washington launched above Willamette Falls at Canemah
to work on the Willamette River to the Yambhill River
it was hoped that Washington could go as far up the Willamette as Marysville (Corvallis)
Washington’s began its first trip up the Yamhill River -- June 6, 1851
she was advertised as running from Canemah to Champoeg where the boat
would meet a connecting stage coach line for travelers bound for Salem

SURVEYOR-GENERAL JOHN B. PRESTON BEGINS HIS WORK
Surveyor-General John B. Preston arrived in Oregon City and quickly went to work
he drove the “starting stake” for the base surveys of the territory -- June 7, 1851
at (what is today known as the Willamette Stone)
(this east-west Willamette Base Line and the north-south Willamette Meridian
still defines surveying and legal land descriptions in Oregon [and Washington state])
Preston and his surveying crew completed their work in just over a year
each square of the grid, termed a section, is one mile on each side
it includes 640 acres of land -- the maximum acreage allowed for a married couple
making a claim under the Donation Land Act
a single man could claim up to 320 acres
thirty-six sections make up a “township”
surveyors took careful note of waterways, hills, prairies, and roads
some places such as Salem and Lafayette were already viable communities
other communities of the period, Champoeg, Fairfield, Cincinnati, for example have vanished
notably absent from the map was Mission Bottom (or Mission Landing) the abandoned site
of the Methodist mission (of the 1830s), and St. Paul on French Prairie
roads that were mapped include ancient routes such as the California-Oregon Trail
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which had sections that paralleled both sides of the Willamette Valley
as well as newer roads
roads converging on Salem from the outlying farming districts
reflected the village’s importance as a mill town powered by the water of Mill Creek

FATHER PIERRE-JEAN DE SMET NEGOTIATES WITH THE UPPER MISSOURI RIVER INDIANS
Father De Smet was kept busy with church business until 1851
by this time Cheyenne ad Sioux Indians approached a state of war
because of the influx of whites crossing Indian land to reach the California gold fields
Council of Fort Laramie was organized by the United States government
to reach a treaty with the Indians assuring the rights to cross native land
Father Pierre-Jean De Smet was asked by the military to convince the Indians to accept
Father De Smet left St. Louis -- June 7, 1851
trials faced on his way to Fort Laramie took their toll
the riverboat De Smet used experienced an outbreak of cholera that killed thirteen passengers
he fell ill but survived the journey
Father De Smet left the boat at Fort Union and began the overland journey
on the way he found smallpox was rampant and had killed hundreds of Indians
most lay where they had died as the surviving could not bury so many dead
De Smet baptized over a thousand Indians and worked among the sick
even in his weakened condition he survived the epidemic

INTERIOR TRIBES BECOME CONCERNED ONCE AGAIN
Talk of treaties alarmed the Yakamas and other native people of eastern Oregon Territory
they refused to give up any property to either settlers or West coast natives
Yakimas, for example, possessed a very strong sense of land ownership
that required outsiders to get permission to cross their land
they even posted guards along boundaries with neighboring people

ROGUE RIVER INDIANS ATTACK AT BATTLE ROCK (TODAY’S PORT ORFORD)
Captain William Tichenor in command of the steam propeller vessel Sea Gull
entered Port Orford Harbor to establish a town and roads
and investigate gold digging and timber removal opportunities -- June 10, 1851
nine men led by J.M. Kirkpatrick, who was elected Captain by the party, landed on the beach
with provisions enough to support the party for two weeks
Captain Tichenor sailed away saying he would return in two weeks with more men and supplies
Local Rogue River Indians ordered the prospectors off what they considered to be their beach
instead of leaving, Kirkpatrick and his prospectors climbed
to the crest of a seastack rock rising above the beach
they were armed with three muskets, two rifles, one pistol, several swords
and a ship’s cannon
there they were besieged by over 100 warriors
Rogue River Indians attacked and a fierce battle ensued
at what became known as Battle Rock -- June 10, 1855
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seventeen natives were killed mostly by cannon fire -- two prospectors were seriously wounded
temporary peace returned when a native chief then negotiated a truce to remove his dead
J.M. Kirkpatrick explained he and his prospectors were to be picked up
by Captain William Tichenor’s steamer Sea Gull in fourteen days

AMERICAN RIFLE REGIMENT ENCOUNTERS SOUTHERN OREGON SETTLERS

One-armed Brevet Major Phil Kearny was leading twenty-eight men of the First Regiment

of the American Rifle Regiment to California when he arrived at the Umpgua Canyon
Kearny was met by a crowd of settlers, miners and packers

who presented him a petition appealing for protection -- June 1851

Kearny’s troops joined with the volunteers mustered by Jesse Applegate

Territorial Delegate to Congress Joe Lane joined in with his small company of prospectors

who were on their way to confront the Rogue River Indians

MAJOR KEARNY TAKES ACTION AGAINST THE ROGUE RIVER INDIANS
Kearny’s squad of First Regiment of the American Rifle Regiment
joined by Indian Superintendent Joe Lane’s miners and Jesse Applegate’s settlers
reached the area a few miles up the Rogue River from Table Rock
(about seven miles north of present-day Medford, Oregon)
here a band of Rogue River Indians attacked Kearny’s troops
For the first time the U.S. Army fought several pitched battles against the Indians -- June 17, 1851
Kearny’s casualties were two soldiers wounded and a captain killed
Rogue River Indians lost eleven warriors killed and six were wounded
in his report Major Kearny noted settlers Levi Scott, Jesse Applegate and W.G. T’ Vault
provided as much service by their courage and coolness before the enemy
as they did by their knowledge as guides in this new region

ROGUE RIVER INDIANS ARE NOT DEFEATED
As soon as Oregon Delegate to Congress Joe Lane and his prospector had disappeared
Rogue River Indians and their relatives: the Umpquas, Shastas, Klamaths, Coquilles and Modocs
went right on pillaging under the leadership of chiefs Sam, John, Enos, and others

JOE LANE RETURNS TO OREGON CITY
Oregon Delegate to Congress Joe Lane, his prestige shining even brighter with the recent victory,
took several sullen prisoners back to Oregon City
Lane reported Major Kearny kept pressure on the natives for more than ten days
Indians had been completely beaten in every fight
Kearny’s success was apparent -- fifty Indians were killed and another thirty taken captive
Oregon’s new Territorial Delegate to Congress sailed for the nation’s capital

FIGHT CONTNUES AT BATTLE ROCK (TODAY’S PORT ORFORD)
J.M. Kirkpatrick and his nine prospectors had avoided an Indian attack for fourteen days
by claiming they were to be removed from Port Orford Harbor by a ship
On the fifteenth morning after landing on the beach the sailors staying atop a seastack rock
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were attacked by a group of over 300 warriors -- June 25, 1851
Tututni, a Rogue River Indian chief, was killed at the beginning of the assault
warriors immediately withdrew with their dead chief
they set up camp about 300 feet away from Battle Rock
Prospectors fled north during the night
all survived and with help of friendly Indians they encountered along the way reached Coos Bay

NEWS OF GOLD IN SOUTHERN OREGON SPREADS RAPIDLY
News of the Territorial Governor Joe Lane’s [1850] victory over the Rogue River Indians
also brought news of fresh gold finds
Stampede of gold seekers from California rushed to Sailor Diggings in the Umpqua Valley
others from California rushed to Josephine Creek and Canyon Creek in Oregon Territory
California miners converged with the first major influx of prospectors from the Willamette Valley
along the Rogue River where placer discoveries (prospectors sifted sand in search of gold)
created new mining camps such as Applegate, Murphy and Sterlingville -- summer 1851
several more members of the American Rifle Regiment deserted the Army
soon, prospectors swarmed up every gulch along the Rogue River
more and more gold seekers from California rushed to prospective sites

STEAMER WASHINGTON ATTEMPTS TO REACH MARYSVILLE (CORVALLIS)
Steamboat service on the Willamette River faced additional competition
firm of Hedges & Barlow were building a new side-wheeler, the Canemah,
to compete with the Washington and Hoosier
Captain Alexander Murray steamed away from Oregon City -- June 26, 1851
Washington went up the Yamhill River to Dayton, where the boat’s crew was well-received
leaving the next morning for Salem arrived at about 4:00 p.m. June 27
Washington was welcomed at Salem and saluted with cannon fire
firewood and other supplies were made available to the steamer free of charge
After a stop of two hours Washington proceeded about three miles west of Salem
to Cincinnati landing (Eola, Oregon today)
to attract steamboat service the people of Cincinnati dug a canal from the Willamette
to the La Creole River -- Washington negotiated the canal without difficulty
here however the upriver journey ended thirty miles short of Marysville

DEMAND IS MADE TO CREATE A NEW TERRITORY NORTH OF THE COLUMBIA RIVER
John Butler Chapman, a young lawyer in Oregon City, gave a speech in Olympia -- July 4, 1850
he demanded a new territory be created north of the Columbia River
he put his idea into print for the first time in a letter to an editor
he wrote that Oregon Territory should be divided north and south along the Columbia River
he further noted the northern part should be called “Columbia Territory”
Agitation to create a new territory north of the Columbia River became openly discussed

OREGON DEMOCRATS PUSH THEIR POLITICAL AGENDA
Oregon Territory Democrats made themselves known as an organization
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by holding a caucus of Democratic members of the 1851 legislature -- July 4, 1851
there a central committee was chosen and James Willis Nesmith was named chairman
Oregon Territory’s population was preponderantly Democratic
because immigrants came principally from Democratic states

WAGON FREIGHTING BRINGS GOODS TO THE GOLD FIELDS
Rogue River Valley west of the Cascade Mountains was cut off from navigable water
with the construction of roads, wagon freighting enjoyed it’s a robust start
as wagons replaced mule trains
agricultural goods and a great deal of other merchandise was shipped by water
from San Francisco to Crescent City, California
where freight wagons were loaded for the interior
During southern Oregon’s Gold Rush freighting between Portland and Jacksonville
also took on great importance
traffic operated two ways: farmers in Douglas County in the South
would haul bacon, lard, butter, cheese, and hides to Portland
in exchange for dry goods and groceries

WAGON TEAMSTERS WERE THE THOUGHEST OF THE TOUGH
Those who engaged in the work of freighting became accomplished in their art
fabulous tales have been told about the skill of teamsters in handling their animals,
in dealing with smug stage drivers as they hurried past a freight train,
in modifying the King’s English, and most of all, in wielding the whip
Teamsters were not known for their modesty -- often they gave added support to stories
which extolled a mule skinner’s or bullwhacker’s accomplishments
At least one agreement was common to all teamsters:
one never admitted hauling less freight for the number of draft animals and the size of his wagon
than any competitor could claim to be able to carry
Wagon freighting, wherever it was done, was hard, dirty, tedious, and dangerous work
it was work which tried a man’s patience
only the toughest of the tough ever made bullwhacking or mule skinning his life’s work
An immense portion in the building of the West was accomplished by the wagon freighter

SOUTHERN OREGON INDIANS REFUSE TO BE PACIFIED
Migration to Southern Oregon from California and the Willamette Valley was resisted by natives
skirmishes and battles were fought with the Rogue River, Umpgua and Coquille Indians
thirty-eight whites were killed and more wounded
(before winter rains brought a respite to the bloodshed)
as usual Indian casualties were incompletely recorded but beyond doubt soared far higher

FRANCIS A. CHENOWETH CONSTRUCTS A TRAMWAY AROUND THE COLUMBIA GORGE
Rapids of the Columbia River Gorges, Dalles Rapids, Long and Short Rapids and Celilo Falls,
were so swift and treacherous that riverboats could not negotiate them
cargo and people were loaded or unload at either end of the rapids and portaged around
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Francis A. Chenoweth and his family moved west from Wisconsin [1849]
they settled at the new community of “Lower Cascades”
located on the north (Washington) side of the Columbia River
at the downstream end of the Columbia Gorge (below today’s Stevenson, Washington)
Chenoweth started construction on a rail-like tramway around the Columbia Gorge’s cascades
variously estimated at two to four miles long running from Dalles Rapids
past the rapids of the Long Narrows and Short Narrows
leaving Celilo Falls as an obstacle yet to be overcome
initial construction along north side of Columbia River was primitive -- July 1851
very long “rails” of six-by-six fir logs were partially faced with strap iron
planking for mules to walk on were laid between the rails
three wooden bridges were constructed
it was easier and more cost effective to use a bridge
rather than fill in earthen embankments to support the track
however, such extensive use of bridging made the road susceptible to being washed out
(almost 300 feet of the road was washed out near its lower landing the first year)
Chenoweth’s tramway carried freight and passengers around The Cascades rapids
one crude four-wheeled wooden flat car with a roof to carry freight and passengers
was pulled by one indifferent mule or by three or four as the load required
this “first improved railroad in the territory” was owned and operated by Francis A. Chenoweth
rather than a corporation -- he charged 75cents 100 pounds
although this was an exorbitant rate at the time business was quite good

WILLAPA BAY OYSTERS ARE INTRODUCED TO THE SAN FRANCISCO MARKET®
Shoalwater Bay (today’s Willapa Bay) contained wide stretches of shoals or mud flats
rich in shellfish of all kinds
Chinook and Chehalis Indian villages ringed the bay
inhabitants gathered the abundant oysters which they dried for storage and trade
America was in the midst of an oyster craze and there was a huge demand for the shellfish
white settlers who lived at the mouth of the Columbia River
were only a short portage from the south end of Shoalwater Bay
they were attracted by the abundance of oysters
Charles J. W. Russell from Virginia, hired Indians to harvest a load of oysters
and carry them back to the Columbia River
he then introduced the first fresh oysters to the booming San Francisco market
delivering them by steamboat -- summer 1851

WATER LEVEL OF THE WILLAMETTE RIVER DROPS
Willamette River became too hazardous for most steamboats to operate -- last two weeks of July 1851
only Black Hawk and the side-wheeler Columbia could continue service
Black Hawk remained in service until she was dismantled [1852]
Columbia also was dismantled her hull drifted out with the tide [1852]

15 Kit Oldham, Essay 5433, HistoryLink.org, March 17, 2003.
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Columbia’s machinery was saved (and later used on the newly-built Fashion)

SUPERINTENDENT ANSON DART NEGOTIATES THE TANSEY POINT TREATY
Clatsop and Nehalem peoples shared harvesting areas such as the Clatsop Plains,
a rich berry picking grounds, and visited the same sacred places such as Saddle Mountain
they gathered together each summer at the large village near Tansey Point
(present-day Hammond)
to trade with visiting tribes, socialize and conduct ceremonies
Clatsop and the Nehalem Band of Tillamooks meet with Superintendent of Indian Affairs Anson Dart
at Tansey Point near Astoria, Oregon to negotiate a treaty to maintain the peace -- August 5, 1851
these treaties are drawn up with the Clatsop, Wau-ki-kum, Konnaacc, Kathlamet, Klatskania,
Wheelappa and Lower Chinook bands of the Chinook people as well as the Tillamooks
participating tribes believed the agreements they signed
were valid, nation-to-nation agreements

SUPERINTENDENT ANSON DART CONCLUDES HIS NEGOTIATIONS
Thirteen treaties were negotiated with the Clatsop and Nehalem peoples -- August 9, 1851
each group of natives had refused to conform to Congress’ plan for them
each group was willing to cede the majority of their territory, but insisted
on permanently reserving a piece of their home country for themselves
they also reserved the right to fish in all usual and accustomed areas

DENNY PARTY CROSSES ON THE OREGON TRAIL TO PORTLAND
Arthur Denny, David’s older brother led the exhausted party into Portland -- August 17, 1851
nineteen year old David Denny came west with his extended family
his father and mother, brothers, sisters, aunts and uncles
cheerful and hard-working, David Denny was well liked
especially by Louisa Boren the daughter of David’s stepmother
David Denny agreed to help John Low herd cattle to (winter) pasture on the Cowlitz River
David’s older brother asked them to continue north to inspect the Puget Sound country
while the remainder of the Denny Party stayed at Fort VVancouver

DAVID “DOC” MAYNARD HITS ON A PLAN
David “Doc” Maynard’s welcome was worn out in Olympia thanks to Mike Simmons and his friends
desperate for money Doc took work spitting 400 cords of firewood
which he accompanied to San Francisco to sell
While in San Francisco he decided to try his luck in the gold fields
after a few weeks of impatient prospecting and no luck in California
his thoughts turned to the widow Catherine Broshear whom he had left behind in Olympia
Doc used the money he acquired from the sale of firewood in San Francisco
to purchase a cargo of merchandise to open a store in Olympia

STEAMBOAT MULTNOMAH SERVES THE UPPER WILLAMETTE RIVER
Side-wheeler Multnomah had been built in New Jersey, taken apart into numbered pieces,
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shipped to Oregon and reassembled at Canemah, just above Willamette Falls
by Bissell, Maxwell & Gray in Canemah, Oregon
she was 108-feet long with an eighteen-foot beam

Multnomah made her first run to Salem -- August 18, 1851

she operated above the falls for a little less than a year
as her deep draft kept her from the upper Willamette River

(she returned to the lower Columbia River [May 1852] where she developed a reputation
as being a fast boat)

STEAMER WASHINGTON IS MOVED TO THE LOWER WILLAMETTE RIVER
Captain Alexander Murray’s steamboat Washington faced difficulties
when the level of the Willamette River dropped to three-and-a-half feet [July] 1851
in several places she scrapped bottom while the Hoosier
was able to continue regular trips to Dayton
Captain Murray hauled the Washington around the falls to the lower Willamette River -- August 1851
Washington ran between Portland and Oregon City competing with a small fleet of steamboats
that included Eagle, Blackhawk, Major Redding, Allan and Columbia
Washington was the largest of the vessels

STEAMBOAT JAMES P. FLINT RUNS THE MIDDLE PASSAGE OF THE COLUMBIA RIVER
Daniel F. and Putnam F. Bradford used additional financing provided by a silent partner,
businessman James P. Flint of San Francisco, to purchase parts to a small side-wheeler steamboat
this was brought in pieces from the East coast
pieces of the small steamboat were assembled at The Cascades
by Daniel F. and Putnam F Bradford and another partner, Captain J.O. Van Bergen
she was an eighty foot long steamboat with twelve foot beam and a five foot deep hold
she was christened the James P. Flint and Captain J.O. VVan Bergen was her master
James P. Flint was winched along the north bank of the Columbia Gorge
she began to operate on the forty mile “Middle Passage” of the Columbia River -- August 1851
traveling between the rapids of the Short Narrows and Celilo Falls
including the village of The Dalles where there was a military post
it was still necessary to portage thirteen miles around Celilo Falls
James P. Flint carried everything and anything
immigrants, household goods, limber, livestock, troops and army baggage

COWLITZ CONVENTION IS HELD TO DEMAND OREGON TERRITORY BE SPLIT
Population north of the Columbia still numbered fewer than two thousand — 1851

one reason for the slow growth, according to northern boosters, was neglect by the legislature
which was dominated by Willamette Valley farmers
territorial legislators were far more interested in feuding with Whig Governor John P. Gains

and the Indians troubles to their south
than they were in the needs of their neighbors to the north

settlers north of the Colombia River were inspired by John Butler Chapman’s Olympia speech

demanding the creation of a new territory for their region
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Cowlitz Convention was held at a bend in the Cowlitz River
where travel going north and south shifted between land and water
and where a way station in the home of John R. Jackson passed for a country inn
twenty-six delegates assembled at Cowlitz Landing despite travel difficulties -- August 29, 1851
one delegate was James Cochran the foster parent of black pioneer George Washington
Cochran's presence helped to establish a favorable status for free Negroes
(when Washington became a territory in its own right [1853])
delegates declared themselves to be in convention assembled
every legislative district North of the Columbia River was represented
Seth Catlin, known as the “Sage of Monticello [Washington]),” was elected chairman
he was one of the few delegates not still in his 20s and 30s
delegates drew up a formal memorial to Congress
asking that a new territory be created in northern Oregon
they also asked for more:
*$100,000 to build a road from Walla Walla to Puget Sound over the mountains,
eauthority to create new counties -- for which they had names already chosen
several reasons for separation from the south were set forth
geographical isolation north the Columbia River was the recurrent argument
region north of the Columbia River received very little benefit from appropriations
political leaders from south of the Columbia River controlled the Territorial Legislature
they kept the benefits of federal appropriations to themselves
Oregon Territory was too large to become a new state
they requested a capital city be placed north of the Columbia River;
Cowlitz Convention sent Congress a Memorial -- 1,500 insistent words written by John Chapman
“to take into careful consideration the present peculiar position of the northern portion of
the territory [of Oregon], its wants, the best method of supplying those wants, and the propriety of
an early appeal to Congress for a division of the territory.”'°
Chapman’s Memorial to Congress demanded Oregon Territory be divided at the Columbia River
and “Columbia Territory” be created north of the river
name selected for the new territory was quite specific
Each territory was entitled to one elected nonvoting delegate to Congress
Oregon Territory’s Delegate was Joseph Lane who had been territorial governor
he was part of the Democratic organization that firmly controlled politics in Oregon Territory
northern settlers wanted a territorial delegate of their own

COWLITZ CONVENTION MEMORIAL WAS ACCEPTED IN THE TERRITORY
John Chapman’s Cowlitz Memorial to Congress was published in two territorial newspapers
the Oregon Spectator and the Oregonian
both of which had some circulation in the nation’s capital
Residents of the Willamette Valley gave their approval to the plan to divide Oregon Territory
Oregon Delegate to Congress Joe Lane was instructed to aid in that process
Cowlitz Memorial made its way to Joe Lane by the slow route of the mail at that time

16 Lancaster Pollard, A History of the State of Washington, P. 107-108.
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down the Cowlitz River for a connection with a ship going to California,
then by another steamer to Panama, by land across the isthmus,
and across the Caribbean Sea by another steamer to the East Coast and up the Eastern seaboard

PORT ORFORD SETTLERS DECIDE TO BUILD A ROAD TO THE INTERIOR
Captain William Tichenor returned to Port Orford with the steam propeller Sea Gull
three months later then he had promised to deliver more men and supplies
to assist the nine prospectors he had left behind led by J.M. Kirkpatrick -- September 1851
Port Orford settlers decided to blaze a road from the coast to the Oregon-California Trail
William T’ Vault led twenty-three men on an exploratory expedition [end of July]
however, rough terrain and limited supplies
caused thirteen of them to give up (by mid-August)
T’Vault and the other ten others plodded on until -- September 1, 1851
when they too decided to quit the effort

BRITISH GOVERNOR OF NEW CALEDONIA IS REPLACED
At the request of Hudson’s Bay Company and of a group of independent settlers
Governor Richard Blanshard appointed a three-man council
consisting of Chief Factor James Douglas, Chief Trader John Tod and James Cooper
to guide the Crown Colony of Vancouver Island
this three-man Council first met [August 30], 1851
two days later Governor Blanshard departed from the colony
on the ship Daphne -- September 2, 1851

NEW BRITISH GOVERNOR APPOINTED TO LEAD NEW CALEDONIA
British Crown yielded to the demands of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s London directors
in the absence of Governor Richard Blanshard, the Black Scot, James Douglas
was appointed the second governor of the Colony of Vancouver Island
Governor Douglas was restrained, at least in theory, by the three-man council
which supposedly controlled his actions but in practice restraint seldom occurred
Black Scot named the council members himself -- two members were employees of the company

COAL IS DISCOVERED ALONG PUGET SOUND
California communities were in need of fuel
coal had been discovered north of the Columbia River in the Cowlitz Valley [1848]
several barrels were shipped to California but it was of an inferior quality
coal had also been discovered on the Skookum Chuck River which generated interest in Olympia
there was even talk of building a railway to the Columbia River which never happened
Fur trapper Samuel Hancock while trading with Lummi Indians around Bellingham Bay
learned of outcroppings of black stones in the area
with Indian help he began searching for better coal deposits
he found what appeared to be an important coal deposit along the Stillaquamish River -- 1851
but Lummi Indians refused to let him develop the site
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DENNY PARTY SCOUTS SEARCH FOR A SAWMILL LOCATION
David Denny and John Low ferried Low’s cattle across the Columbia River
at Fort Vancouver -- September 10, 1851
they drove their herd north over the Cowlitz Trail to the Cowlitz Valley pastures
all the while they searched for a site to establish a logging camp
David Denny and John Low hiked to the tiny village of Olympia (formerly Smithfield)
where they met Captain R.C. Fay and Leander (Lee) Terry
who invited them to ride in their sailboat to the Duwamish River

FATHER PIERRE-JEAN DE SMET ARRIVES AT FORT LARAMIE
After an arduous journey by steamboat and overland, Father De Smet arrived at Fort Laramie
to attend the Council of Fort Laramie to help write a treaty to help bring peace
with the Cheyenne and Sioux -- September 10, 1851
After twelve days of negotiations the treaty assuring peace was signed by many of the chiefs
Father De Smet returned to St. Louis completing his harrowing five month journey [October 22]

MASSACRE TAKES PLACE ON COQUILLE CREEK
Returning to Port Orford after ending their unsuccessful exploratory expedition to build a road
William T’ Vault and his ten prospectors hired some Coquille Indians
to take them downs Coquille River canoes
when they reached the Coquille Indian village on the coast the Indians paddled ashore,
they surrounded the prospectors and attempted to disarm them -- September 14, 1851
(near today’s Bandon, Oregon)
in the ensuing fight the Indians hacked and bludgeoned the white men
T’Vault, still in his canoe, saw “the most awful state of confusion; it appeared to be the
screams of thousands, the sound of blows, the groans and shrieks of the dying.”*’
William T’ Vault paddled the canoe to the south bank of the river
he and a few others fought their way through the village and into the woods
five of T" Vault's nine men were killed -- Indians suffered no casualties

LUTHER COLLINS LEADS A PARTY OF SETTLERS TO THE DUWAMISH RIVER
Luther Collins and a party of settlers arrived at Elliott Bay
traveling with Luther Collins (about age 37) was his wife Diana (Borst) Collins (about 36)
and children Lucinda Collins (13 or 14) and Stephen Collins (about 7)
three additional adult men made up the party
Jacob Maple (age 53), Jacob’s grown son Samuel A. Maple (age 23)
and Henry Van Asselt (age 34)
Members of the Collins Party crossed Elliott Bay to the mouth of the Duwamish River
they began exploring where the river wandered through a fertile valley -- September 14, 1851
(in the vicinity of today’s Georgetown section of Seattle)
in a letter published in Portland’s The West Shore newspaper [February 1876]
Luther Collins, Jacob Maple and Henry Van Assalt wrote they had selected homesteads

17 Charles Wilkinson, The People Are Dancing Again, The History of the Siletz Tribe of Western Oregon, P. 77.
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on Duwamish River and each had filed a claim for 640 acres -- September 16, 1851
(in the vicinity of today’s Seattle’s Georgetown neighborhood)

DENNY PARTY REACHES ELLIOTT BAY

Sailboat carrying David Denny, John Low and Lee Terry
arrived on Elliott Bay -- September 25, 1851

They spent the night at Duwamish Head camped under a huge cedar tree near an Indian village
there, according to David Denny, they met Chief Sealth

(or as the settlers pronounced his unpronounceable name, “Seattle”)

Next day, they hired two young Indians to paddle them up the Duwamish River

when they arrived they liked what they found

TWO SETS OF PIONEERS MEET IN THE DUWAMISH WILDERNESS
David Denny, John Low and Lee Terry returned to Duwamish Head camp -- September 27, 1851
that evening a scow passed by carrying Luther Collins and his family
along with Henry Van Asselt, Jacob Maple, and Samuel Maple
with all of their household goods
Denny party and Collins Party greeted each other as the scow continued toward the Duwamish River
where the Collins Party held land claims

DENNY PARTY SELECTS CLAIMS OF THEIR OWN
John Low and Lee Terry selected land for a possible homestead -- September 28, 1851
it was agreed John Low would return to Portland to file the land claims
David Denny wrote a note suggesting that his brother Arthur bring the entire Denny party at once
he sent the message to Portland with John Low
David Denny and Lee Terry remained behind
they used an axe and hammer, the only tools they had, to build a cabin for the Low family
they went to work falling trees and building the cabin on tree-covered Alki Point
(in today’s Seattle)
A few days later, Lee Terry headed for Fort Nisqually to borrow a froe
(a tool needed to shave shakes from a bolt of cedar) leaving young David Denny alone
for three weeks, curious but friendly natives watched and occasionally helped
as David Denny labored on the cabin
however, his work came to a halt after he accidentally cut his foot with his axe

STEAMER WILLAMETTE LINKS PORTLAND AND PANAMA
Willamette was a large iron steamer owned by the Pacific Mail Steamship Company of New York
she was built for the company at Wilmington, Delaware
and was brought around Cape Horn under sail as a three-masted schooner arriving -- fall 1851
she was contracted to carry the mail between Panama and Oregon
Willamette was a large ship, 132-feet long, 23-foot beam, and drew 5 feet of water
she was an elegant boat with fine accommaodations for passengers and great freight capacity
Willamette began operations between Portland and Astoria under Captain Durbrow
(she was, in fact, much too large for the trade and was moved to California within a year)
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STEAMBOAT CANEMAH PLYS THE UPPER WILLAMETTE RIVER
Captain Charles Bennett of California gold rush fame had moved to Salem and built Bennett House
he also was co-builder of the steamer Canemah -- 1851
along with Alanson Beers, Hamilton Campbell and John McClosky
Canemah was a sidewheeler with a 135-foot-long hull
she was the fourth steamer constructed on the Upper Willamette River
she was leased by Postal Agent Nathaniel Coe as the first floating post office
Canemah made her first trip up the Willamette River reaching Marysville (today’s Corvallis)
where she arrived -- October 1851
Canemah made weekly trips between Oregon City and Marysville for several years
When steamboats reached the navigable headwaters of the Willamette River at Marysville (Corvallis)
direct trade between Portland and China became possible
steamboats enabled settlers to reach local and distant markets with their products

CALIFORNIA NEEDS LUMBER
Gold in California created huge demand for dressed lumber
needed to build and rebuild places such as San Francisco, Sacramento and other California towns
lumber was needed for homes, businesses, ships, stores, wharves, hotels and saloons
wood was scarce around San Francisco
harbors north of San Francisco were blocked by treacherous sand bars
Puget Sound was the location of the closest timber that could be easily transported
dense forests of huge trees grew down to the water’s edge
where the shoreline was free of obstacles
small inlets clear of obstacles provided excellent sites for saw mills
deep harbors and small inlets of that region were the ingredients nature provided
for the benefit of the lumber business
Former Provisional Governor George Abernathy built a sawmill at Oak Point
located north of the Columbia River (west of today’s Longview)
where he sold lumber at $60 per thousand feet

PUGET SOUND HAS AN AMAZING SUPPLY TO TREES TO BE HARVESTED
Previous to European settlement
forests had been growing for centuries with little or no interference from humans
mild climate, heavy rainfall, and suitable soil conditions led to this immense growth
Giant trees of ancient forests reached to the water’s edge and continued unbroken to the mountains
Northwest land was covered with more than twenty-eight million acres of mature forest
60%-70% of the original forest was gigantic old growth trees
greatest of the trees were the giant Douglas firs averaging 200 feet in height at maturity
with some individual trees topping at 300 feet (30 stories)
Western hemlock, Sitka Spruce and Western Red Cedar added diversity to the forest
these trees produced a forest so thick it could not be penetrated by a rider on horseback
shade loving plants lived on the damp forest floor 100 feet below the canopy

BOOK FOUR — SETTLEMENT PAGE 60



EASTERN LUMBERMEN LEARN OF THE POTENTIAL OF PUGET SOUND
Andrew J. Pope and Captain William C. Talbot were a lumber dynasty
with solid family backing in the prosperous lumber town of East Machias, Maine
they set up business in San Francisco where they imported and sold dressed lumber -- 1851
and they owned their own lumber ships
When they learned of the vast timber resources of Puget Sound, they joined with Josiah Keller
in a venture to build and operate a steam sawmill
in the vicinity of Puget Sound -- November 1851
They returned to their homes in East Machias, Maine to recruit workers and obtain supplies
they added Charles Foster to their company and called their enterprise the Puget Mill Company
In a short time thirty-seven sawmills were in operation on the lower Willamette and Columbia
Puget Sound was free and clear of obstacles and lined with timber
lumber could be shipped to San Francisco with relative ease
(soon lumber mills also were operating to the north at Tumwater, Seattle, Steilacoom,
Cape Flattery, New Dungeness, Port Townsend and other places)
(Today 80% of the original forest is gone -- only 10% t012% of the existing forest is old growth
that is about 4% of the original growth)

ARTHUR DENNY PARTY LEADS A PARTY TO ALKI POINT
Arthur Denny left Portland aboard the schooner Exact -- November 6, 1851
Denny was accompanied by his wife Mary Ann (Boren) Denny and their children
Louisa C. Denny (age seven), Lenora Denny (four), and infant Rolland H. Denny;
with them were John Low, his wife Lydia and their children Mary (age nine), Alonzo (age seven),
John (four) and Minerva Low (two);
Carson D. Boren (Mary Ann Denny’s brother) his wife Mary Boren
their infant daughter Gertrude and Carson’s younger sister Louisa Boren (age twenty-four);
William Bell and his wife Sarah, their daughters Laura Bell (age nine), Olive Bell (five),
Virginia Bell (four) and infant Lavinia;
Lee Terry’s brother twenty-one year old Charles Terry completed the party
Their trip from Portland took a week to sail down the Columbia River
and up the stormy November coast
Exact was overcrowded and everyone was seasick

SETTLERS ARRIVE AT ALKI POINT
One evening suffering chills, David Denny drank a cup of hot tea
he crawled onto a fir bough mattress in a corner of the roofless cabin he had stopped building
and covered himself with blankets for a night’s sleep
At daybreak he was awakened by clanking of anchor chains
he arose to the sight of the schooner Exact unloading Arthur Denny’s Party
David Denny raced down to the beach, cupped his hands around his mouth and hollered:
“Welcome to your new home”
Seattle's founders had arrived -- November 13, 1851
Rainy season had begun
sky was colored dismal gray and a swirling wind blew the mist around
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fog hid the long line of Olympic Mountains which were so glorious on a clear day
Families rowed to shore
they could see the little cabin protruding from the deep forest
but the future home of John Low and his family was still unfinished -- there was no front door
because Lee Terry still had not returned with a froe and David Denny was ill
while the men moved the supplies and baggage from the Exact and up from the beach
where an incoming tide threatened to wash it away
Exact set sail and disappeared into the shroud of fog
Several of the women, homesick, lonely, cold and wet sat on a log and cried
this was not what they had expected
when their husbands coaxed them into coming west to set up a logging camp

STEAMBOATS SERVE THE WILLAMETTE RIVER
Lower Willamette River was served by a fleet of steamboats running from Portland
where ocean-going ships could tie up to Oregon City below Willamette Falls -- November 1851
because only a few hundred people lived in Portland and Oregon City
competition among the steamboat companies became fierce
Freight was portaged around the falls then delivered to locations on the upper river
by the sternwheelers Hoosier, Canemah and Multnomah each making weekly trips

PORTLAND ACADEMY AND FEMALE SEMINARY IS FOUNDED
Rev. James H. Wilbur left his teaching position at the Oregon Institute at Chemeketa [1849]
he wanted to found a Methodist school at Portland
Rev. Wilbur prevailed on the real estate firm of Chapman, Coffin and Lownsdale to donate a site
Wilbur borrowed $5,000, cleared land and built Portland’s first academy with his own hands
Portland Academy and Female Seminary opened for classes -- November 17, 1851
this school was divided into three sections: primary, male and female student
under Wilbur’s direction the school flourished

EARLIEST SCHOOLS IN OREGON WERE SUPPORTED BY SUBSCRIPTION
Generally a little log cabin with shake roof and an earth or puncheon floor
served as the school building
fireplace served for heat and a window or two with cloth covering in winter
provided ventilation
furniture consisted of a split log bench and home-fashioned chairs and table for the teacher
a small bench for water and a dipper -- possibly a washbasin was also provided
some schools had blackboards; all used slates rather than pencils and paper
eventually an outhouse was constructed -- but at first the tall surrounding timber sufficed
Students learn by rote memory
they read a Reader over and over, they memaorized poetry and they practiced mental arithmetic

LIFE IN PUGET SOUND’S PORT OF ENTRY -- OLYMPIA

Simpson P. Moses, the first collector of customs on Puget Sound for Oregon Territory,
was stationed in Olympia (formerly Smithfield)
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he wrote in his diary: November 19, 1851: “The largest house by far in the town is the Customs
House. It is the large two-story house not far from the Northernmost point, and on paper, is
designated as being near First and Main Streets, though the streets, to a great extent exist only in the
imagination.

“The Customs House, belonging to Col. [Michael] Simmons, has a little room parceled off for
a store, though the stock is small, and a still smaller apartment dedicated as a Post Office. As the
Colonel repudiates being ‘learnt’ the Post Office runs itself, or rather half a dozen sworn in as
deputies, help themselves and the few who come to inquire for letters. For this Col. Simmons
receives the snug little sum of $50.00 per month.”®

INDIAN SUPERINTENDENT ANSON DART CONCLUDES HIS TREATY NEGOTIATIONS
Superintendent of Indian Affairs Anson Dart signed a treaty with Clackamas Indians at Oregon City
in all, Anson Dart had negotiated nineteen treaties from the time of his appointment
as Superintendent of Indian Affairs
Anson Dart then left for Washington City to deliver the treaties he had written -- November 1851
in all Dart had negotiated nineteen treaties with the Indians of Oregon Territory
he had acquired about six million acres for the U.S. government
at a cost of about three cents per acre
his treaties created reservations for Indians within their traditional homelands
and provided large annual appropriations for the land ceded to the United States
Word of Anson Dart’s over-expenditures in presents, room and board and salaries for his helpers,
and about the provisions of his treaties soon made it to Washington City
quickly his authority for making treaties was ended

CAPITOL CONTROVERSY REMAINS UNRESOLVED IN OREGON TERRITORY
Large majority of both Oregon legislative houses, all Democrats,
moved territorial capital from Whig-invested Oregon City
to the Oregon Institute, a Methodist denominational school, in Salem
Democrats then met for the regular legislative session
in the new territorial capital -- December 1, 1851
at the time, perhaps half a dozen families lived in Salem
the town bragged of its one general store
however, steamboat service, stagecoach and mail service all united in Salem
Oregon Territorial Legislature (that is the Democrats) met in the home of James W. Nesmith
both houses of the legislature were organized and went about their official business
a frame capitol building was constructed with money appropriated by Congress
(but later mysteriously burned)
legislators slept where they could find room
In Oregon Territory, as is other United States territories,
appointment of non-resident governors and justices by the president was a source of irritation

TERRITORIAL SUPREME COURT MEETS IN OREGON CITY

18 Guy Reed Ramsey, Postmarked Washington, P. 12.
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Chief Justice Thomas Nelson and Associate Justice William Strong, both Whigs, met in Oregon City
thus a quorum of the Supreme Court of the territory
was in place to hold its regular term-- December 1, 1851
Associate Justice Democrat Orville C. Pratt sat alone in Salem in defiance of the court

OREGON CITY DELEGATES FORM A RUMP TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT
Four Whig Territorial House of Representatives members and one Council member
held legislative meetings in Oregon City which they maintained
was the official seat of government -- December 1, 1851
Oregon City government was recognized by Whig Governor John P. Gains as the legal government
each day for nearly three weeks they solemnly came to order in the nearly empty capital building
each day they pretended to be the official government
they elected a Speaker of the House, Daniel F. Brownfield
he was the only member of the House of Representatives from north of the Columbia River
he was joined in resisting the change by three other Whig members from southern Oregon
they were forced to adjourn each day after a few minutes as they had no quorum
Single Territorial Council member meeting in Oregon City was Columbia Lancaster
he had been appointed by Whig Territorial Governor Gaines
to represent three northern counties in the Council -- 1851
as the sole member of the Council present in Oregon City he elected himself Council President
each morning he declared himself in session
he passed bills sent him by the Territorial House of Representatives
he dispatched Memorials to Congress, praying that the federal government
would supply the needs denied his district by the unfriendly Salem legislature
Oregon Whig Territorial Secretary General Edward Hamilton along with two Territorial Justices
refused to attend 1851-1852 Legislative session in Salem
Territorial Treasurer L.A. Rice, a Whig, refused to authorize payments
for the salaries and expenses of officials meeting in Salem
he resigned his office rather than issue the payments

OREGON CITY RUMP GOVERNMENT HAS A POINT -- EVEN WITHOUT LEGAL STANDING

In fact, Oregon Territory reached from California to Canada, from the coast to the Rockies
an enormous area of 350,000 square miles

Given the slowness of communications no single legislative body
could possibly administer to so large an area
even some of the legislators from south of the Columbia admitted as much

Following the unsuccessful attempt by five legislators to convene a minority session of the legislature
Governor John Gaines appealed to President Millard Fillmore, a fellow Whig,

for federal assistance in bringing the Democrats into line

CONGRESSIONAL CHANGES IN THE OREGON DONATION LAND LAW
Congress did implement land law changed to be effective
between December 2, 1851 and [December 31, 1853]:
eland claim sizes were halved again to 160 Acres -- wives received an equal claim,
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claim must be farmed for four consecutive years,
sclaimant must be twenty-one years old and a citizen of the United States

OREGON DEMOCRATS IN THE TERRITORIAL LEGISLATURE RESPOND TO GAIN’S APPEAL
Matthew Deady, the leader of the Democrat Salem Clique,
responded to Whig Governor John P. Gaines’ appeal to President Millard Fillmore
for help in controlling the Oregon Democrats
Deady appealed to the Democrat-controlled United States Congress for assistance
he asserted that Salem had been legally designated as the new Territorial capital
by a majority of the legislature and the judiciary was “fulminating” against the legislature
while the governor was a proven failure as a chief executive
Further, the Democrat majority of Oregon legislators asked for a constitutional convention
to write a state constitution in the event that Congress refused an appeal of the Legislature
for direct election of territorial officers
rather than an appointed Territorial Governor and judges

SCHOONER ROBERT BRUCE BURNS IN WILLAPA BAY?®®
Schooners began sailing directly into Shoalwater Bay
to obtain oysters from the Chinook and Chehalis Indians
first effort to deliver oysters directly to San Francisco ended in failure
when the cargo spoiled en route [fall 1851]
second attempt by the schooner Sea Serpent proved to be a success
Schooner Robert Bruce entered Willapa Bay in search of oysters
anchored off the east shore not far from the mouth of the Willapa River,
she began loading oysters
for some reason, the ship’s cook laced the food with a combination of opium and alcohol
as the crew lay unconscious, he set fire to the ship December 11, 1851
he took the only rowboat for his escape
Burning Robert Bruce was seen by Bill McCarty who lived on the portage route south of the Bay
McCarty and his Indian crew had been cutting timber
they raced to the scene and carried the crewmen to safety
but the ship was had burned to the water line
Partners in the venture had lost everything but they built cabins on the beach near an Indian village
where oysterman Charles J. W. Russell had built a house and trading post
they began hiring Indians to collect oysters to sell to arriving ships
soon they had enough money to buy ships of their own
(this area is still called Bruceport today, and Bruceport County Park is located
near where the oystermen settled when their ship was burned)

FIRST PUBLIC SCHOOL OPENS IN PORTLAND
Resistance to creating public schools in Oregon was very active
those who had no children of their own to educate joined with others

19 Kit Oldham, Essay 5433, HistoryLink.org, March 17, 2003.
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who had personal interests in promoting private and denominational schools
Finally a “Free School” was announced in the Portland Oregonian [December 6], 1851
school board announced the hiring of twenty-two year old John T. Outhouse (pronounced o-thus)
school opened in the schoolhouse, next door to the City Hotel -- Monday December 15, 1851
four books were to be used: Sander's Reader, Goodrich's Geography, Thompson's Arithmetic
and Bullion's Grammar

TERRITORIAL CAPITOL IS MOVED TO SALEM
Charade in Oregon City continued for seventeen days
as the Rump Government sat in the deserted capitol building
in an effort to stop the territorial capitol being moved to Salem
Whigs attempted to find a judicial resolution to the political schism
finally the Whigs gave up their effort to achieve a quorum
they joined the Democrats meeting in Salem -- December 17, 1851

TERRITORIAL SUPREME COURT RULES ON THE TERRITORIAL CAPITOL LOCATION
Legal opinion regarding the location of the capitol was rendered -- December 25, 1851
Territorial Supreme Court stated that any governmental action to move the capital was invalid

two Whig justices of the Territorial Supreme Court who sat in Oregon City
Chief Justice Thomas Nelson and Justice William Strong
gave the majority opinion as they ruled the Omnibus Bill
which designated Salem as the state capitol was void
one justice, Democratic appointee Orville C. Pratt who sat at Salem
sided with Demaocratic warlord Asahel Bush in battling the Whigs
to move the state capital from Oregon City to Salem
Justice Pratt wrote a dissenting opinion when he said the capitol should be at Salem
(this position was later sustained by joint resolution of Congress)
Oregon Territorial legislature moved back to Oregon City
but Democratic legislators ordered Asahel Bush to print 3,000 copies of Justice Pratt’s opinion
and distribute them throughout Oregon Territory

MORE GOLD IS DISCOVERED IN SOUTHERN OREGON
James Cluggage and John R. Poole were mule packers to the California gold fields
they discovered gold in Southern Oregon when they washed color from Rich Guich
sometime in December 1851 or January 1852
this caused a stampede to the Jacksonville District
village of Jacksonville rapidly reached a population of several hundred
New strikes kept new rushes of Oregon and California miners moving toward new gold fields
rich placer areas (collecting gold off the ground) were discovered
on Jackson Creek, a branch of the Rogue River
other mining centers were located in the same region and mining camps became towns:
Kerbyville, Althouse, Brinton, French Flat, Allentown, and Grass Flats
centers of population were linked first with trails and later with roads
Millions in gold was washed first by panning and sluicing; then ditches were dug by hand for sluicing
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gold discovered in Southern Oregon kept the territorial economy at a fever pitch

more and more prospectors pushed in to take up claims in the fertile Rogue River Valley
Chinese immigrants next placered the creeks

they often stayed in camps making the effort to work and rework the gravel bars in the river

STEAMBOAT JAMES P. FLINT MOVES TO SERVICE A NEW ROUTE
Little sidewheeler proved to be too small to meet shipping demands
generated on the on the Middle Passage of the Columbia River
between the town of Upper Cascades and Celilo Falls
After less than a year of service, when the busy season was over,
brothers Daniel F. and Putnam F. Bradford winched their steamer back down the Columbia Gorge
along the north bank of the Columbia River to the lower river below the Dalles Rapids
James P. Flint completed the journey downriver to Portland -- January 1, 1852

OREGON DEMOCRATIC LEADERS CALL FOR A CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
Most of the people of Oregon Territory believed the true political power lie with the Democrats
who represented most of the inhabitants
rather that the territorial officers appointed to the governorship, territorial supreme court
and other offices named by Whig President Zachary Taylor
Democratic majority of the legislature approved a Memorial to Congress
calling for dividing Oregon Territory and demanded a “Columbia Territory” be created
this name was quite specific and almost universally agreed to
Michael Simmons was appointed head of a committee to study the proposed split
Oregon legislature authorized the Speaker of the Territorial House the President of the Council
to hold an election calling for a constitutional convention to write a state constitution
in the event that Congress refused the appeal of the Legislature for direct election
rather than appointment of the Territorial Governor and judges -- 1852
some Oregonians viewed this as a power play by the Democratic Salem Clique
to gain more offices and power
United States Attorney General Thomas J. Jennings in Washington City sided with the Whigs
he refused to take action against appointed Territorial officials
who were withholding salary payments to Democratic members of the Salem Clique
Congressional Democrats hoped the United States Supreme Court might overrule this insult
to their fellow Democrats in Oregon Territory

DAVID “DOC” MAYNARD RETURNS TO OLYMPIA
David “Doc” Maynard returned to Olympia in pursuit of widow Catherine Broshear
however, her brother Michael Simmons took exception to the proposed marriage as Doc Maynard
was still married to Mrs. Lydia A. Rickey Maynard and had a daughter, Frances
Doc Maynard opened a store in Olympia with the merchandize he purchased in San Francisco
however, as a businessman he was too generous with both credit and prices
which upset his competitor -- Michael Simmons
a delegation of Mike’s friends suggested to Doc there were advantages to moving his goods
to the mouth of the Duwamish River in Elliott Bay miles to the north
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after some conversation Mike agreed to his sister marrying Maynard

on condition that they move the store to some other location
Quickly grasping the situation Maynard listened to the proposal

he had previously struck up a friendship with a visiting Duwamish chief called Seattle
so he knew the natives’ patronage could be counted on for business

a new settlement led by the Denny brothers was located at Duwamps on Elliot Bay
also a handful of settlers with Luther Collins had moved into the Duwamish River valley
(Duwamish River is the name of the lower twelve miles of Washington State’s Green River)

TERRITORIAL LEGISLATURE CREATES NEW COUNTIES
Three new counties were created by the Oregon Territorial legislators -- January 12, 1852
Thurston County was broken away from Lewis County north of the Columbia River
initially it was proposed to be named Simmons County in honor of Michael T. Simmons
leader of the first party of Americans to settle in the Puget Sound basin
however, prior to passage, the act was amended to change the name
to honor Samuel R. Thurston, Oregon’s first delegate to Congress
Jackson County was created to bring law to the gold fields
in the southwest section of the territory
Douglas County was carved from a swath of Umpqua County
this new county was named in honor of Demaocratic stalwart Senator Stephen A. Douglas

OREGON TERRITIRAL LEGISLATURE ADJOURNS
After generating a great deal of political heat and very little light
Oregon’s House of Representatives and Council meeting at the Oregon Institute
adjourned -- January 21, 1852

INDIANS KNOW OF GOLD IN NEW CALEDONIA
Gold was known to exist for many years on the Fraser River in New Caledonia (British Columbia)
for years Hudson's Bay Company had been trading lead to the Indians for gold -- ounce for ounce
where the Indians found their gold nobody paid much attention
Hudson's Bay Company kept it as quiet as possible to avoid gold rush prospectors
spoiling their trade with the Indians
Gold was discovered on Vancouver Island and the Queen Charlotte Islands [as early as 1850]
placer finds (collecting gold off the ground) let to a brief boom ([ate 1851]-1852
Hudson’s Bay Company Chief Trader Donald McLean procured gold dust from the Indians
living near Kamloops -- [1851-1853]
about the same time, Indians from the Skeena River brought pieces of gold
to the Company's Fort Victoria
gold was found in the Natchez Pass and Similkameen regions in the Canadian interior -- 1852

GOLD IS FOUND IN EASTERN OREGON TERRITORY
Some “pay dirt” had been found in Eastern Oregon Territory (today’s Montana)
Major John Owen wrote in his diary “Gold Hunting found some” -- February 15, 1852
Gold was discovered by a French Canadian on the Pend d’Oreille and Upper Columbia rivers -- 1852
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ALKI POINT SETTLERS SELECT A NEW LOCATION FOR THEIR HOMESTEADS
Arthur Denny, Carson Boren and William Bell found the location of their colony unsuitable
windy exposure, shallow water, and nearly half a mile of beach between tide line and trees
made logging extremely difficult as they discovered while cutting pilings through the winter
there seemed to be a better location at Elliott Bay to the east
even if the nearby hills were very steep there was deep water
and tall trees were available for logging
it was decided that the shore of Elliott Bay offered a better harbor than Alki Beach
They marked claims (from Seattle’s present-day Pioneer Square to Belltown) -- February 15, 1852
and named the place “Duwamps”

RUMORS OF COLVILLE GOLD
Father Pierre-Jean De Smet was convinced gold would be found in the in Eastern Oregon Territory
there had been rumors of gold there as early as the (1830s)
Fort Colville received its last Chief Trader, Angus McDonald, the nephew of Archibald McDonald
Angus McDonald noted in his journal: “I took charge of Colville in 1852 and hinted at the
golden geology of that country to our men. I had a little sack of dark sand given to me by a friend in
California, which I showed to our men. [Joseph] Morel had been out cutting a large tree for firewood
and felt dry. He went and drank freely with his mouth deep into the Columbia. He saw some black
sand of the kind I showed him in my little sack. Pulling off his old hat, he put some of the gravel of
the beach and water into it, and managed to shake it enough to see several scales of gold, bigger and
smaller than a pin-head, that remained in the hat after he poured the water out of it. Private
information was sent to a few friends in Oregon about it.° -- February 1852

NEWS OF THE GOLD FIND NEAR FORT COLVILLE REACHES THE WILLAMETTE VALLEY
Hudson’s Bay Company employees at Fort Colville who were familiar with the gold-bearing sands
of the rivers in California recognized gold in the sand found of the Columbia River
but they told only a few of their French-Canadian friends in the Willamette Valley
These men hurried to Fort Colville and began washing gold from the river shores
Fort Colville Chief Trader Angus McDonald noted:
“A few French Canadians and half-breeds arrived early in the spring and fixed their
rocker machines where Morel washed before [at the mouth of Pend d’Oreille River]. They washed
about three dollars a day per man.”? -- early spring 1852

FORT COLVILLE SEES A GOLD RUSH
News of the gold find on the confluence of the Columbia and Pend d’Oreille rivers quickly spread
the rush was on -- spring 1852
Grave difficulties soon presented themselves as the Colville region was difficult to reach
an absence of adequate land transportation restricted the flow of supplies to the miners
early prospectors brought only picks, shovels, and pans

20 Angus MacDonald, “Few items of the West.” Washington Historical, Quarterly, P. 201.
2L Angus MacDonald, “Few items of the West.” Washington Historical, Quarterly, P. 201.
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Gold found here was not abundant
it proved to be difficult to mine without sluice boxes and other equipment
which was not available
Indians, particularly Shoshones (Snakes) and Yakimas, were openly hostile to the miners

EXPRESS BUSINESS EXPANDS IN OREGON TERRITORY
Local farmers were unable to meet the demands of California and Southern Oregon gold miners
who stormed into the Pacific Northwest in the early 1850s
California-based Todd & Co. sold out to Newell & Co. owned by L.W. Newell -- 1852
Newell quickly attracted local competition in Oregon Territory
One local express company had not originated in California:
W.G. T’Vault, Oregon’s first postmaster and former Oregon Spectator editor,
combined the express and postal service
T’Vault established T’ Vault & Co.’s Oregon and Shasta Express -- 1852
with offices at Oregon City, Minersville on Humbug Creek and Humbug City in Oregon
and Shasta City, California

CONCORD COACH -- “FINEST COACH THE WORLD HAS EVER KNOWN”
Concord Coaches were marvelously well made by the Abbott-Downing Company
in Concord, New Hampshire
running gear was strongly held together with parts of iron
coach body was made of well-seasoned ash lumber
it was mounted on very strong three-inch thick oxen-leather straps
straps extended from the curved arms joining the front and rear axles
this construction enabled the passenger compartment to roll rather than bounce and jerk
whenever the vehicle hit one of the countless ruts and holes in the road
low center of gravity kept the coach from tipping -- as often happened with most other makes
nine people could ride inside with two more on the driver’s seat
and a dozen or more passengers could be carried on top
in the rear was the “boot” or leather-covered triangular-shaped rack for luggage and cargo

STAGECOACH DRIVERS WERE SKILLED
To drive over the corduroy-planked and dirt roads required dexterity and skill
it was noted: “Time was when the man who held the ribbons over a six-horse team on the
summits of the Sierra and in the canons [sic] of the Coast and Cascade ranges was more highly
esteemed than the millionaire or the statesman who rode behind him.”?

WAYFARERS RIDING IN A STAGECOACH FACE MANY TRIALS
Transportation by stage in Oregon Territory was for a long time inferior to waterway travel
in going from Oregon City to the Puget Sound area, travelers almost always started by boat
they would sail down the Willamette River to its mouth
then down the Columbia River to the entrance of the Cowlitz River

22 Oscar Osburn Winther, The Great Northwest, P.199.

BOOK FOUR — SETTLEMENT PAGE 70



and up the Cowlitz River to Cowlitz Landing or some other desired point
from Cowlitz Landing there was no convenient method of travel
horseback was the usual means but roads, primitive as they were,
conveyed some freight and passenger traffic toward Olympia

FIRST STEAM SAWMILL IS BUILT IN WASHINTON TERRITORY
Dressed lumber had been shipped from hand-powered sawmills along Puget Sound since [1851]
because of devastating fires in California San Francisco investors
sent Captain William F. Sayward and John R. Thorndyke
to the Pacific Northwest to build a steam-powered sawmill
Thorndyke filed on a timber claim of 318 acres on Port Ludlow Bay
off Admiralty Inlet near the entrance to Hood Canal
approximately six miles south of (today’s Marrowstone Island) -- March 1852
Sayward and Thorndyke stared building a steam-generate sawmill there
their initial mill housed two sash saws capable of producing 3,000 feet of lumber daily
trees along the banks of the bay were logged first
and then oxen and horses were used to bring more distant logs to the mill
Thorndyke named the community that arose to support the mill Port Ludlow

DAVID “DOC” MANARD ARRIVES IN DUWAMPS ON ELLOIT B AY
David “Doc” Maynard moved out of Olympia
he loaded his trading stock into Chief Seattle’s long, graceful, black-painted canoes
Doc arrived on Puget Sound -- March 31, 1852
where he found Arthur Denny, Carson Boren and William Bell had filed a claim

PART OF THE ARTHUR DENNY PARTY RELOCATES FROM ALKI POINT
David “Doc” Maynard and his wife moved to Duwamps
where they joined Arthur and Mary Ann Denny and their family
Carson and Mary Boren, their daughter and Carson’s younger sister Louisa Boren
William Bell and Sarah Bell and their four children
Maynard was willing to open a general store if they would move their claims a little to the north
toward the bluffs so that he settled beside the river
where he would be close to customers in the Indian village
and to the salmon he hoped to pickle for export
Denny, Boren and Bell promptly agreed to the move
Doc Maynard selected a forested land claim (in present-day Pioneer Square) -- April 3, 1852
he build a log home at the northwest corner of First Avenue South and Main Street
he converted the living room into a store
he also ran an unsuccessful salmon-fishing station and began a short-lived fish packing business
next he opened the first hospital in the Pacific Northwest
David Denny, in turn, built a cabin in the woods (near where present Denny Way meets the bay)

ALKI POINT PROVES TO BE A DIFFICULT LOCATION FOR SETTLEMENT
Charles Terry and his brother Lee Terry
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along with John and Lydia Low and their children Mary, Alonzo, John and Minerva
remained at the original landing at Alki Point
They named their new home “New York” in honor of Terry’s hometown
Charles established his “New York Store” -- the first store in the future King County
but as reality overcame enthusiasm Terry changed the name to “Alki” (pronounced AL-kee)
Chinook language for “Bye and Bye” or “someday”
However, Elliot Bay offered more potential for development than did Alki Point
Lee Terry returned to the East Coast
Charles Terry and the John Low family joined the others at Duwamps -- mid-April 1852

PRESBYTERIAN PIONEER GEORGE WHITWORTH ATTEMPTS TO FOUND A COLONY
Born in England, George Frederick Whitworth immigrated as a child with his family to America
eventually he became a Presbyterian minister in Indiana
Whitworth conceived the idea of forming a colony of Presbyterians to settle in the Puget Sound area
education, as well as religion, would be a central feature of the endeavor
he outlined in an issue of The Presbyterian Magazine -- April 1852
his educational intentions for the colony and his founding philosophy
for Sumner Academy and Whitworth College: “It is intended that we shall ... establish a
good parochial school for the benefit of the children and youth of the colony ... and no efforts will be
spared to elevate the character of the school, and to make it an institution of learning of the highest
grade ... It shall be a settled principle, that no child or youth, connected with the colony, shall ever
be permitted to grow up without the benefit of a good English education, and a thorough religious
training.”?
Although Whitworth enlisted some fifty families for the colony,
as the time for departure approached, the number had dwindled to fifteen
reports of danger from Indians and disease dissuaded most
cholera along the Oregon Trail was especially devastating in 1852
none of the Whitworth’s recruits completed the trek to the Northwest

BLACK PIONEER GEORGE WASHINGTON HOMESTEADS (IN TODAY’S WASHINGTON)
George Washington left his foster parents James and Anna Cochran at Cowlitz Landing
he crossed into the basin of the Chehalis River and built his own one-room cabin
where the Skookumchuck River joins the Chehalis River -- spring 1851
he was the fourth settler in the area
he established a pole ferry on the Skookumchuck River
George Washington cleared land built a cabin and began farming twelve acres
he operated a way station known as Corban’s Landing
where he opened his home to travelers when nightfall was nearing

BLACK PIONEER GEORGE WASHINGTON FACES DISCRIMINATION
Because of Oregon Territory’s discriminatory land laws black pioneer George Washington
could not stake a claim -- he was technically a squatter without legal title to his land

23 Alfred O. Gray, Not By Might: The Story of Whitworth College, 1890-1965. P. 13.
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even so, while he operated his Skookumchuck River ferry and way station at Corban’s Landing
he fenced off and cleared a twelve acre farm and bought two milk cows
in the hope that the law against the settlement of free blacks would change -- 1852

CONGRESS RECEIVES THE COWLITZ MEMORIAL
Oregon Territory Delegate to Congress Joe Lane
read John Chapman’s Cowlitz Memorial to Congress
but was not persuaded his territory, which he had just started to represent, should be cut in two
he filed the memorial with the clerk of the committee on territories
where it was effectively buried
official action of the Congress was slow (nothing was accomplished for two more years)

STEAMER EAGLE ARRIVES ON THE LOWER COLUMBIA RIVER
Small iron propeller steamboat called the Eagle was brought around Cape Horn on the deck of a ship
placed under the command of Captain W.B. Wells and Captain Richard Williams
she was put to work running between Portland and Oregon City -- 1852
Eagle generated a great deal of money for her owners carrying passengers between the two cities
at the rate of $5 a head

COMMERCE IN OREGON TERRITORY INCREASES THE DEMAND FOR COAL
Businesses in Oregon Territory relied on the unscheduled comings and goings of sailing vessels
and “steam schooners” that worked their way up and down the California and Oregon coasts
steam schooners were well adapted for maneuvering into what skippers called “dog holes”
small coves and rudely improvised harbors where cargoes of lumber and other commaodities
could be taken aboard for delivery in many parts of the world -- but mainly California
lumber led the list of exportable commodities; flour was second in importance
Need for coal to fuel steam ships was increasingly significant
one of the first attempts to mine coal in (today’s Washington) was at (Renton) -- 1852
(this stopped when two miners were killed by Indians the following year)
(eventually thousands of tons of coal were shipped to San Francisco annually
providing great prosperity to each mining operation)

HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY OPERATED A SMALL STEAMER ABOVE THE CASCADES
Hudson’s Bay Company’s steamboat Allan under Captain Tom Gladwell
provided service between The Cascades and Celilo Falls -- 1852
(however, this boat sank off Mitchell’s Point [1854])

HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY DEVELOPS COAL RESOURCES IN NEW CALEDONIA
Coal deposits on VVancouver Island developed
Fort Rupert was established at north end of VVancouver Island -- 1852
Nanaimo was founded on east side of VVancouver Island as a coal mining enterprise -- 1852

STEAMBOAT MULTNOMAH LEAVES THE WILLAMETTE RIVER
Side-wheeler Multnomah operating above Willamette Falls moved to a new route
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her draft was too deep (six feet) to allow her to reach the upper point of the Willamette
She returned to the lower river -- May 1852
where she had a reputation as a fast boat
making the 18-mile run from Portland to Vancouver in one hour and twenty minutes

NATIONAL INTEREST DEVELOPS IN AN OVERLAND ROUTE TO THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST
In the United States overland routes to Oregon Territory and California state were demanded
to help settle those areas and encourage pioneers squeezing out any claims
that French, English or Russians may have -- 1852
Fort Benton (Montana) was the logical starting point for a trail to the Pacific coast
it had been originally built as an American Fur Company trading post site [1845]
it was named for Missouri Senator Thomas Hart Benton
it was relocated and then rebuilt in Dakota Territory (Montana [1850])
Fort Benton was situated on the east bank of the Missouri River
where navigation upriver became impossible (where the town of the same name is today)
Fort Benton quickly became the center to receive and forward freight

BUSINESSMAN BEN HOLLADAY GOES INTO BUSINESS IN CALIFORNIA
Ben Holladay got his business start selling mules to the government during the Mexican War
he was greatly disliked and was universally described as crude and semi-literate
however, he was also known as an energetic, adventurous man
Ben Holladay traveled to California where he opened stage and express routes
to the north and east -- 1852

OREGON CAPITAL CONTROVERSY CONCLUDES
United States Supreme Court refused to hear the case regarding the location of the territorial capitol
thereby affirming the decision of the U.S. Attorney General Thomas J. Jennings
this left the Democrats in Oregon with the prospect of having to return the capitol to Oregon City
However, before the United States Supreme Court ruling could be enacted
Congress acted on Salem Clique leader Matthew Deady’s request for political support
backed by the efforts of Democratic former Territorial Governor
and Oregon Delegate to Congress Joseph Lane Congress passed legislation
declaring Salem the new capital of the Oregon Territory
money was appropriated to pay the Democrat legislators and build a new capitol in Salem
President Fillmore was forced to sign the bills into law -- May 14, 1852
in order to pass other, more politically valuable legislation pending in Congress
(while the controversy will continue to rage for another twelve years until [June 1864]
Salem remained the capitol city of Oregon Territory)
(Democratic Party organization in Oregon had no difficulty electing a large majority
of the members of the next territorial legislature [June 1852])

AMOS SHORT GOES TO TRIAL FOR MURDER

Amos Short had been held for more than year for the killing of two Hudson’s Bay Company men
Hudson’s Bay Company officer David Gardner and his Kanaka (Hawaiian) servant

BOOK FOUR — SETTLEMENT PAGE 74



he requested his trial be held in Oregon Territory rather than in a British court
Amos Short faced an American judge and jury in Hillsboro, Oregon -- May 17, 1852
where he had been held under house arrest
members of the jury were handed an affidavit
written by David Gardner, one of the victims, before he died that forgave Amos
they also heard eyewitness accounts -- all of the evidence exonerated Amos Short
Amos Short was found to have acted in self defense
in an attitude that reflected the pioneer spirit of the day the Judge Joseph Petrain noted:
“The only trouble I find with you, Short is that you didn’t shoot more of them.”?*
STEILACOOM GROWS IN SIZE
Fayette Balch’s general store attracted a growing population to the region
Steilacoom acquired the first post office on Puget Sound
other businesses were established: a pharmacy, brewery, barrel factory, salmon-packing plant,
three sawmills and a burgeoning shipbuilding industry were in operation -- 1852
Steilacoom’s main source of commercial prosperity
was the manufacture and export of lumber to San Francisco

SETTLEMENT ON COMMENCEMENT BAY (TACOMA)
Nicholas Delin, a Swede, was one of the first settlers (in today’s Old Town Tacoma) -- spring 1852
he started the industrial development of the community with a water-powered sawmill
which had cut 550,000 board feet of lumber (by the end of the year)
all destined to be sent to San Francisco aboard the brig George Emory

FIRST PROTESTANT CHURCH IS BUILT IN OLYMPIA
Methodist minister Rev. John F. DeVore built the first Methodist Church in Olympia -- 1852
it was said that when soliciting for the project, Rev. DeVore went to a sawmill for a donation
mill owner noted the minister was wearing kid gloves and his Sunday suit
he offered as much lumber as DeVore could carry away in one day
next day DeVore worked from dawn to dusk
he carried enough lumber for a church and a parsonage
(Two years later Rev. DeVore built a second Methodist Church at Fort Steilacoom
Rev. DeVore traveled widely spreading Methodist influence
and starting new churches in the Pacific Northwest)

GOVERNMENT OF PACIFIC COUNTY IS MOVED
When Pacific County formed [1851], the territorial government located the county seat in Pacific City
a small town on the lower Columbia River (southwest of present-day llwaco)
this land soon became part of a military reservation
and the county seat moved to Chinook -- 1852
Chinook was a wealthy isolated salmon fishing station along the Columbia River

2 Hillary Brown, The Life and Times of Ester Short, P. 156.
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ANSON DART’S INDIAN TREATIES ARE SUBMITTED TO CONGRESS
Native Americans were recognized only as occupants of the land -- not as owners
with so many newcomers moving west, federal government officials established a policy
of restricting Native Americans to reservations, small areas of land within a group’s territory
reserved exclusively for their use, in order to provide more land for non-Indian settlers
to save them from further violence from the settlers
When Oregon Territory’s Superintendent of Indian Affairs Anson Dart’s treaties
were submitted to Congress -- July 1, 1852
they were opposed by Secretary of the Interior Alexander H.H. Stuart
because they failed to remove the Indians to the eastern part of Oregon Territory
and, thus, failed to fully clear western Oregon lands for American settlers
all nineteen treaties written Superintendent of Indian Affairs Anson Dart
awaited ratification by the United States Senate
News arrived in Oregon Territory that Congress wanted more time to define its policy toward Indians

DEMAND FOR A NEW TERRITORY NORTH OF THE COLUMBIA GAINS SUPPORT
Gathering of a few settlers north of Columbia River was held in Olympia to celebrate July 4, 1852
Daniel R. Bigelow, a young attorney newly admitted to practice law, gave a speech
he echoed the speech given by John Butler Chapman at Steilacoom [July 4, 1850]
demanding the creation of a new territory out of Oregon Territory
his ideas immediately found favor with the supportive crowd
Getting to Oregon’s capital required a several-day horseback journey on the trail to Cowlitz Landing
then down a turbulent stream in an Indian canoe to the mouth of the Cowlitz River
then up the Columbia River in another canoe and into the Willamette River as far as the falls,
it was nearly always three days of travel
Daniel R. Bigelow suggested a committee be appointed
to arrange for a convention to be held at Cowlitz Landing
After the 4" of July Ceremonies were over a general discussion took place
regarding the location of the Oregon Territory capitol city
how much better it would be to have the seat of government right in Olympia
it was decided to call a meeting of delegates from each county north of Columbia River
the reality that northern Oregon had less than a thousand settler -- no one knew just how many
was no deterrent at all to the disgruntled settlers

TABLE ROCK CONFERENCE WITH THE INDIANS ENDS IN DISASTER
Hostilities between the settlers of southern Oregon and the Shasta and Rogue River Indians
flared up -- summer 1852
Oregon Territory Superintendent of Indian Commissioners Anson Dart
sent Indian Commissioner Alonzo A. Skinner to hold a meeting
near a large gravel bar in the Rogue River below Table Rock (at today’s White City, Oregon)
Commissioner Skinner persuaded some of the Indians to stack their arms and attend the conference
with difficulty he talked the Oregon Volunteers under John K. Lamerick into doing the same
California Volunteers under Elisha Steele arrived to make matters worse -- July 17, 1852
Steele refused to stack his arms
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when Skinner crossed the river to talk to some more Indians
Steele’s volunteers attacked the Indians at the conference
one volunteer shot the son of Shasta chief Sullix in the head and a melee broke out
reports of Indian deaths in the incident ranged between four and twenty
after the episode Commissioner Skinner was unable to negotiate a settlement and gave up

U.S. COAST SURVERY STEAMER ACTIVE ENTERS NEAH BAY

U.S. coast steamer Active under Captain James R. Alden reached Neah Bay
delivering a surveying party under Lieutenant George Davidson and Lieutenant James Lawson
after receiving approval from the Makahs camp was made on shore
near the trading post of Samuel Hancock
Active then proceeded on a preliminary survey up the Strait of Juan de Fuca
to Dungeness and Port Townsend
Lieutenant Davidson established astronomical stations at Port Townsend and Port Angeles
Active returned to Neah Bay where a party of nine surveyors was dropped off to continue their work
Active left for Shoalwater Bay (between Longbeach, Washington and Long Island)
to make a survey there before the close of the season
nine surveyors left at Neah Bay had no means of leaving until Active returned
Neah Bay surveying party had a well-armed camp with rifles, cavalry pistols, shot guns
and revolvers although no danger was anticipated
However, after the departure of the steamer a fleet of canoes
containing between 150 and 200 Nootka Indians from Vancouver Island anchored in the bay,
most of them remained in their canoes
leading the surveyors to assume this was a precaution to avoid trouble
surveyors were pleased with the visitors’ discretion -- July 1852
However, trader Samuel Hancock was buying fish oil from the Vancouver Island Indians one day
when he overheard a conversation regarding a plot to massacre him and the surveying party
and take the trade goods and weapons
he hastened to inform lieutenants George Davidson and James Lawson of the plot
they immediately loaded all of their weapons, threw up a defensive perimeter
and posted a watch through the night
Hancock and two visitors to his trading post made preparations for an attack and stood guard
During the night some Nootka Indians came ashore and proceeded to the surveyors’ camp,
but when they were challenged by guards they retreated to their canoes and departed at daybreak
This plot had originated with the Nootka Indians
no mention of the attempted assault was made to the Makahs by the surveying party
as they knew the Makahs were reluctant accomplices

INDIAN TROUBLES CONTINUE IN SOUTHERN OREGON

During the summer at least eighteen prospectors were Killed by roving bands of Indians
clusters of miners struck back hanging various Indians for the murders
often without evidence that their victims were guilty of anything
Indians retaliated, whites responded, and ill-will spiraled out of control -- summer 1852
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SOUTHERN OREGON GOLD RUSH IS ON AGAIN
Gold seekers from California rushed across the mountains into the land of the Oregon Modoc Indians
crossing the still not yet surveyed Oregon-California border whose location was so uncertain
that some men cynically voted in both Oregon and California
yet refused to pay taxes to either
Boomtown of Jacksonville, Oregon Territory was the supply center for the gold fields -- 1852
but the real heart of the mining district was the unguessable number of ill-defended
tent and log-shanty camps scattered throughout the bewildering maze of canyons
Immigration along the Oregon Trail reached a climax
when the greatest flood of migrants in Oregon history poured down the Trail from the East
motivated by the warmth of yet-to-be constructed homes and farms
promised by the Donation Land Law
most immigrants followed the normal route over the Blue Mountains and down the Columbia
no small portion, however, were drawn by talk of gold to take the Applegate Trail
south to the Rogue River and its potential riches

OREGON TERRITORY INDIAN TREATIES WERE HEARD IN THE U.S. SENATE
United States Senate heard Oregon Territory Superintendent of Indian Affairs Anson Dart’s
nineteen treaties -- August 21, 1852
objections of the Indians were added to the complaints received from settlers
United States Senate refused to ratify any of the treaties Dart had negotiated
these treaties were tabled in the Senate
presumably this left land titles exactly where they had been before the start of the negotiations
that is, in the hands of the Indians
meantime, settlers feeling negotiations had been successful, moved onto the Indians’ land

PUGET MILL COMPANY RECEIVES STEAM EQUIPMENT
After construction was well underway on his steam-powered sawmill on Teekalet Spit
Captain William C. Talbot sailed the Julius Pringle to California
with his first shipment of Puget Sound lumber
but this did not come from his Teekalet Sawmill
rather Talbot purchased a supply of pilings from Henry Yesler at Seattle
After the purchase from Yesler Talbot sailed the Julius Pringle to San Francisco -- September 1853
en route Talbot encountered his other ship, the clipper schooner L.P. Foster, near Port Townsend
aboard was his business partner Josiah Keller
L.P. Foster had carried Keller around Cape Horn from East Machias, Maine
bringing sawmill machinery and merchandise for a store
Talbot told Keller about the site he had selected for their Puget Mill Company sawmill

INDIANS ATTEMPT TO PROTECT THEIR COUNTRY
More than 2,000 miners had arrived in “Thompson’s Dry Diggings” (today’s Yreka, California)
following the southern route of the old Emigrant Trail -- through Modoc Indian Country
Pit River Indians living in the vicinity of Shasta Lake Killed several settlers
In retaliation gold-seekers not familiar with the Indian people traveled in small groups
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unprovoked revenge attacks by prospectors took place on Indians who were “in the way”
including an innocent Modoc village where men, women and children were killed
Modoc Chief Kintpuash (later known Captain Jack) lost some of his family in the attack
Modoc Indians began a series of systematic attacks in retaliation
one such attack took place on an immigrant wagon train at Tule Lake -- September 1852
located east of the Sierra Mountains and just inside the northern boundary of California
it was said nearly a hundred men, women, and children died at intervals at Bloody Point
where a narrow cliff crowded the wagon road close to the muddy shores of Tule Lake
other pioneers were captured and suffered a fearsome fate

MINERS AND SETTLERS SEEK REVENGE ON THE NATIVES
Word of the Modoc outrages to the wagon train at Bloody Point reached the miners and settlers
in Jacksonville, Oregon Territory and Yreka, California -- September 1852
Ben Wright gathered a company of thirty-six miners and settlers from Yreka
to recover what captives may remain alive and hunt down the Modoc perpetrators
Ben Wright was a violent man who wore his hair in glossy feminine ringlets about his shoulders
an odd trait about which no one in the vicinity ever dared to offer any comment
Ben Wright’s vigilantes camped south of the Modoc Indian village near Bloody Point, California
on a peninsula that jutted out into Tule Lake
he tried without success to induce the Modocs to release the missing white victims
and to return items they had stolen from emigrants

OLYMPIA NEWSPAPER COLUMBIAN BEGINS PUBLICATION
(Four newspapers were in operation south of Columbia River before [1852])
two printers, Thornton F. McElroy and James W Wiley,
launched a weekly newspaper in Olympia
they purchased the small Ramage printing press that had printed the first book in Oregon,
parts of the Bible in the Nez Perce language [1839],
and the first edition of the Oregon Spectator in Oregon City [1846]
McElroy and Wiley gave their paper a name they hoped would be prophetic: the Columbian
this was the first newspaper north of the Columbia River

FIRST ADDITION OF THE COLUMBIAN HITS THE STREET
Dateline: Olympia, Puget Sound -- Saturday, September 11, 1852
primary interest of the Columbian’s printers were obvious
they advocated splitting Oregon Territory along the Columbia River
and demanded a new territory north of Columbia River
they were devoted to the interests of Oregon in general
and the territory north of the Columbia River in particular
cost: fifty cents per year
Front Page consisted of:
*a two column essay on Japan copied from an Eastern newspaper,
an adventure story set in Rio de Janeiro,
eadvice on how to submit material,
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ean attempted humorous essay on marriage

Page Two held a story on the death of Senator Henry Clay [deceased June 28, 1852]

Page Three:

provided an editorial on the need to split the territory in which it was stated: “We are warranted
in saying that the country bordering the Sound has no superior on the continent for the various
pursuits of husbandry -- farming, grazing, and horticulture. Her magnificent forests of valuable
timber -- with mineral resources, which are constantly being developed -- an extent of country
capable of supporting almost countless population -- the Sound, itself, destined to become the great
commercial mart of Oregon, if not the Pacific coast -- a climate of the most congenial character.”?

*local news:

between [November 15, 1851] and [January 30], 1852
thirty-eight vessels arrived and departed Olympia
Brig Exact dropped off twelve settlers -- [November 1851]

«also the following letter was printed: “Our section of the country at present is difficult to
approach by land, owing to the pugnacity of inhabitants, and our consequent present inability to
open good roads. This defect, however, is growing smaller by degrees and beautifully less, and
Congress has, | believe, recently made appropriations for the opening of two military roads, one
from the valley of the Yakima cross the Cascades Range, and the other from the Columbia River to
Puget’s Sound.

“These roads would be a great value for a military point of view, because having an armed force
at each of these points would mean assistance could be had immediately to crush any insurrection of
the savages. The absence of such roads now might cause ruinous delay.

“Let these roads be made, and in a few years | assure you that there will be enough of us here to
defend this region against all foes civilized or savage. Do not imagine that I speak under the rose on
this subject. | deal simply with facts. | can arrive at but one conclusion, which is that this Puget’s
Sound country will be one of the most important and interesting agricultural and commercial points
in all the land shadowed by the Stars and Stripes.”

Page Four provided a long 4™ of July oration by Daniel R. Bigelow at Olympia

on the need to form a new territory which took up most of the page

SCHOONER CYNOSURE BRINGS SMALL POX TO NEAH BAY
Schooner Cynosure owned by Enos Fowler of Boston sailed from San Francisco
she arrived at Neah Bay with two Makah Indians and a white man sick with smallpox
Members of the Makah village soon fell ill and spread the contagion among their people
who died by the scores as the beach at Neah Bay became strewn with the unburied bodies
as the Makahs were no longer able or willing to attend the sick or bury the dead
Not being able to control the disease, the Makahs attempted to run away from the scourge
they fled to VVancouver Island where they contaminated the Nootka people
At the end of six weeks the disease abated but the Makahs had lost a large percentage of its members
and suffered from untold grief and despair

GEORGE WASHINGTON BUSH IS ESPECIALLY HELPFUL TO IMMIGRANTS

% Lancaster Pollard, A History of the State of Washington, P. 108-109.
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George Washington Bush and his family used their Bush Prairie farm’s produce to help new arrivals
this was especially important when the arrival of large numbers of emigrants
exhausted most of the region’s grain harvest
Bush’s farm was one of the few with supplies available -- fall 1852
Ezra Meeker, who was among the 1852 arrivals recalled that George Washington Bush
gave out nearly all of his crop that year
those with no money were told: “Pay me in kind next year”?
those with more were told: “Don’t take too much -- just enough to do you”?’
Oregon Territory’s discriminatory land laws remained a real concern for George Washington Bush
however, many friends did not forget his kindnesses
they created an uproar heard all the way back to the nation’s capital

BENJAMIN LOUIS EULALIE DE BONNEVILLE RETURNS TO THE FAR WEST
Soldier, explorer and fur trader Ben Bonneville had ended his western adventures [1836]
he now returned once again to Oregon after successful service in the Mexican War -- 1852
this time as Commandant of the Military Reservation -- 1852 [-1855]
he was ordered to take command of Camp Columbia on the parade ground of Fort Vancouver
Intensive development of the military reservation was accomplished under Colonel Bonneville
he also mapped the military reservation

SCHOOLS INCREASE IN NUMBER NORTH OF THE COLUMBIA RIVER
Mrs. Clark Short was the teacher in a tiny log cabin school
in a brush patch just North of Fort Vancouver -- 1852-[1853]
shortly after Mts. Short’s school began another school opened at Camp Columbia -- 1852
Olympia saw its first school when A.W. Moore, the first post master on Puget Sound,
also served as the first teacher -- fall 1852
this school’s roof caved in under four feet of snow -- [night after Christmas 1852]
(this building was followed by two more schools in the Olympia area the next year
Several additional schools soon opened north of the Columbia River
but as quickly closed for lack of funds

TEACHERS HAD ONLY INFORMAL TRAINING
Teachers could be almost anybody who seemed above the ordinary
educational preparation ranged from the bare fundamentals to doctors and lawyers

salary ranged from as low as the teacher would accept to as high as the community could afford
School term was short -- usually not more than three months

many schools closed when roads became impassable (in winter)
Attendance was irregular -- children were kept home to work

2 Ezra Meeker Papers, Manuscripts, Special Collections, University Archives (University of Washington Libraries,
Seattle, Washington). Ezra Meeker, “Biographical Sketch of George W. Bush,”

27 Ezra Meeker, “Biographical Sketch of George W. Bush,” Ezra Meeker Papers, Manuscripts, Special Collections,
University Archives (University of Washington Libraries, Seattle, Washington).
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U.S. FOURTH INFANTRY ARRIVES IN OREGON TERRITORY
(U.S. Fourth Infantry under General Zachary Taylor had fought with distinction
during the Mexican-American War [1846-1848]
Captain Robert E. Lee and Lieutenant Ulysses S. Grant both served in the Fourth Infantry
after the war the U.S. Fourth Infantry was assigned briefly to Camp Jeff Davis, Mississippi
before being sent to garrison duties at several different points in New York and Michigan
1,100 officers, men and camp followers were ordered to Oregon Territory [July 5, 1852]
they were to take the SS Ohio to Aspinwall on the Isthmus of Panama
they arrived at the height of the rainy season and cholera was raging
transportation across the Isthmus was lacking
jungles, mountains and rivers were difficult to cross
cholera decimated the Army as well as the families who accompanied the men)
Major Gabriel J. Rains, Commander of the United States Pacific Military District,
arrived at Columbia Barracks with a portion of the U.S. Fourth Infantry -- September 20, 1852
this post had been constructed by the First Regiment of the First U.S. Artillery Company L
under Major John Hathaway [1849]
(Gabriel Rains later served in the Confederate Army as a brigadier general)
Columbia Barracks served as the Pacific District Headquarters
Fourth Infantry regiment was reduced in numbers by sickness crossing the Isthmus of Panama
those who survived were not fit for service -- however, the new arrivals were fortunate
they had nothing to do but make themselves comfortable for the [winter]
Captain Ulysses Samuel Grant was a thirty year old West Point graduate
he had hoped for a cavalry assignment but instead he was placed in the infantry
he was sent first to St. Louis -- he then participated in the Mexican War
he was next assigned to several army posts in New York and Michigan
and finally to Columbia Barracks with the U.S. Fourth Infantry
he was so far removed from civilization that he decided to leave his wife and family behind

Columbia Barracks at the time was described by Delia B. Sheffield (young wife of another soldier):
“My first impression of Vancouver was a dreary one and a feeling of homesickness came over me as
I saw only a few old dilapidated log huts inhabited by half-breeds. But when we reached the garrison
and | had a good view of the grand old Columbia river and the snow-clad peaks of Mt. St. Helens,
Mt. Adams, and Mt. Hood, looking like giant sentries, | felt as if I could battle with the pioneer life
of a new country.

Life at Vancouver in 1852 and for several years later was of a very simple and primitive sort.
Luxuries were not to be had and the necessities of life were costly; eggs cost a dollar and a half a
dozen, potatoes nine dollars a sack, and flour twenty-four dollars a barrel. Carpets were
unobtainable, all furniture was rude and home-made, and fortunate were those who could secure
pieces of furniture that had been brought across the plains, or around by the Isthmus.”?

UNITED STATES INFANTRY POSTED IN THE WEST IS AT A DISADVANTAGE

28 Reminiscences of Delia B. Sheffield, University of Washington Press, 1924, 16 pages.
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Infantry (foot soldiers) replaced the Calvary (horse soldiers) in most Western outposts
each man carried a knapsack, bed roll, poncho, ammunition, ammunition belt and rifle
as he tried to capture unencumbered Indians on horseback
fine points of marksmanship were not taught by the Army
individual shooting skill was unimportant -- shooting at moving targets was unheard of
officers preferred volley fire and saber charges
Indians generally refused to come close enough to cooperate

PUGET MILL COMPANY ADVERTISES FOR WORKERS
Even before the Puget Mill Company steam sawmill was ready for operation
Josiah Keller inserted an item in the weekly Columbian (Olympia) -- September 24, 1853
with a list of the goods in the store and a call for crews to cut timber and mill lumber

EZRA MEEKER ARRIVES IN OREGON TERRITORY
Ezra Meeker was born in Huntsville, Ohio [December 29, 1830]
during his childhood he had little formal education -- he preferred the outdoors
Ezra married his childhood sweetheart Eliza Jane Sumner [May 13, 1851]
they settled on a farm they rented in lowa but the cold winter
and the urging of Ezra’s older brother Oliver were enough to convince Ezra and Eliza Jane
to move west with their then month old son Marion
Ezra, his family and his brother Oliver arrived in Portland -- October 1, 1852
he became very dissatisfied with the government of Oregon Territory
Ezra and his brother Oliver traveled to Puget Sound in search of land to farm near water
fewer than 500 settlers lived along the sound with more than 100 of these in Olympia
Meeker brothers’ first vision of Puget Sound was of mud flats exposed by low tide
they met friendly Indians who sold them clams and showed them how to cook shellfish
one of the Indians was hired to guide them around the region in search of farmland
they entered the Puyallup River and camped (at present day Puyallup)
huge trees there made clearing land for farming difficult
they decided on McNeil Island across the water of Puget Sound from Steilacoom
where the village would provide a ready market for their farm products
Oliver began work on a cabin (at the site of McNeil Island Corrections Center)
while Ezra returned to the Willamette Valley to get his family and possessions
they returned to the cabin Oliver had built overlooking the water and Mount Rainier
(Ezra Meeker lived a long, adventurous, successful life repeating his adventure several times:
*Meeker returned East over same route painting inscriptions on landmarks along the trail [1906]
*he repeated his performance [1910]
*he traveled over most of the trail once again by auto [1916]
eand finally he traveled by airplane [1924]
*Meeker went on to become a prominent pioneer leader and author of numerous reminiscences)

COAL IS DISCOVERED ON THE SHORES OF BELLINGHAM BAY

William Prattle arrived at the San Juan Islands -- 1852
he had come from San Francisco to cut timber for California’s building boom
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following the Gold Rush
while in the San Juans, Prattle heard Indian reports of coal around Bellingham Bay
coal was commanding a high price in San Francisco
eager to take advantage of an economic opportunity he decided to investigate these reports
William Prattle landed on the shores of Bellingham Bay before any pioneers had settled in the area
while exploring Bellingham Bay found promising coal deposits (along the Fairhaven shore
near the present-day Chrysalis Inn & Spa on 10" Street) -- October 1852
Prattle then traveled to San Francisco to raise funds
finding two partners they formed the Puget Sound Coal Mining Association

THE COLUMBIAN PUSHED FOR DIVISION OF OREGON TERRITORY
Three themes were stressed in the first year:
swonderful possibilities of Puget Sound Country,
*need for construction of a wagon road over Cascade Mountains
to Fort Walla Walla (today’s Wallula, Washington),
screation of an independent territory north of the Columbia River to be called Columbia
Newspaper aggressively promoted “Columbia Territory” even before there was any assurance
that northern Oregon would be allowed to secede
Columbia’s editors gave a picture of life in Washington as they reported that they had “...informed
our readers of the dissolution of Oregon -- our establishment as a separate Territory -- of a large
acquisition of population -- the spread of intelligence -- the organization of schools -- a heavy
accumulation of commerce -- a corresponding increase of agricultural products -- the erection of
many mills and handsome houses -- the opening of new farms -- the extension of fisheries -- the
making of new roads, particularly that across the Cascade Mountains, and the commencement of
surveys for a route for the Northern Pacific Railroad. We have chronicled the marriage of twenty-
two persons, the death of eight by disease, nine by drowning, one by falling from a tree, one by
murder and two by suicide. Marriages would have been more frequent if there had not been such a
scarcity of ladies.”?®
An article addressed to those planning to move west -- October 9, 1852
it was promised that “a territorial government will be organized for northern Oregon as soon
as practicable, when we will have a market of our own -- a governor, federal officers and a
legislature of our own -- a delegate in Congress of our own and finally a STATE of our own. ...Your
assistance is wanted in the settlement and improvement of the country -- the organization of our
territory and in the formation of a state.”
In a later issue the Columbian confidently predicted that
“legal divorce from the south is inevitable”

OREGON TERRITORIAL DELEGATE TO CONGRESS JOE LANE WAS IN WASHINGTON CITY
As the Delegate to Congress from Oregon Territory Joe Lane made every effort to secure
military protection for emigrants who were continually arriving -- 1852
Lane also directed his energies toward passing an appropriate land law
(Later Joe Lane ran as the Vice-Presidential candidate with John Breckenridge

2 Lancaster Pollard, A History of the State of Washington, P. 152.
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in the race against Abraham Lincoln and Hannibal Hamlin [1860])

DUWAMPS RECEIVES AN IMPORTANT NEW RESIDENT
Henry Yesler from Maryland arrived in Duwamps -- October 1852
he was an older man than most new-comers -- perhaps forty or more
with a solid frame, heavy features and calculating eyes
he had visited Portland the year before intending to cut lumber for the California trade
but the dangerous Columbia River sandbar had discouraged him
if Duwamps was a better choice, he was prepared to move in with a steam sawmill
Hastily the town founders readjusted their claims
so that Yesler could have a thin stretch of land from the Elliot Bay waterfront up into the timber
beyond their claims, his claim could expand out to take as many acres of trees as the law allowed
Satisfied with this proposal, Yesler went to San Francisco to acquire his steam-powered sawmill
he left others to build a long, open shed to house the machinery and a solid log cookhouse
complete with the biggest fireplace in the region

DUWAMPS BECOMES THE HOME OF THE FIRST SKID ROAD
Henry Yesler brought the second steam-powered sawmill to Washington Territory
and set up operation in the settlement of Seattle
Loggers developed this method to bring the timber from the nearby hillsides to the mill
skid roads were built by first clearing a path through the forest to the water’s edge
partially buried logs were placed across the path like ties on a railroad
these cross-ties (skids) were painted with grease
fallen logs were skidded over the top to avoid hanging up on rocks or being mired in the mud
teams of oxen or work horses pulled long “turns” (chains) of logs over the skid road
Henry Yesler was credited with building first skid road
he skidded logs purchased from David “Doc” Maynard from the woods on surrounding hills
Yesler’s skid road used oxen to drag logs to his mill on Elliott Bay -- October 1852
(Seattle owes its existence to lumbering and shipping
they were the most important economic and social factors in its early development)
(after it was no longer used for skidding, this road became the main street in the settlement
Skid roads later came to mean that part of town where loggers hung out (Skid Row)
rough and tough loggers were proud to be associated with the name
every logging town had a Skid Row where working men gathered
to brawl, booze, gambol and womanize)

ANOTHER PUSH IS MADE FOR A NEW TERRITORY
United States District Court convened in the Cowlitz Valley
at the home of John R. Jackson near Cowlitz Landing -- October 1852
So many pioneers were on hand
that Major H. A. Goldsborough, one of the most vocal of Columbia Territory advocates,
called a spontaneous meeting to consider holding a second convention
to create a new territory
out of this discussion came a call for delegates to be elected in every part of northern Oregon
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to attend a convention in Olympia

COLUMBIAN BEGAN A CAMPAIGN TO GENERATE INTEREST IN THE CONVENTION

Columbian promoted the upcoming convention enthusiastically

it raised its editorial voice to a shout with the biggest type it had:

“CITIZENS OF NORTHERN OREGON!”
It behooves you to bestir yourselves to claim your independence from the territorial authority
exerted over you by the Willamette Valley. Call meetings in your several precincts; memorialize
Congress to set us off; exhibit our grievances both in omission and commission under which we have
suffered from all departments of government and that body will be compelled to regard your
prayer.”

CALL IS MADE FOR DELEGATES TO BE SELECTED FOR A CONVENTION
Public meeting of Oregon Territory inhabitants living north of the Columbia River was held
at the Jackson Prairie courthouse on Cowlitz Landing-- October 27, 1852
this meeting resulted in a resolution being passed to appoint and send delegates
to a general convention to be held in Olympia
Some Americans living along the Columbia River objected to the Olympia location
Oregon City was more convenient for them than Olympia would be
these demands by the more southerly Delegates forced the location to be moved from Olympia
to Monticello located along the west bank of the Cowlitz River
near the confluence with the Columbia River
(within what is now the present-day city of Longview, Washington.)
Monticello was meant to assure good attendance from those living along the Columbia River
even though they could not be expected to be as eager to split off from southern Oregon
as those who lived far away on Puget Sound demanded
apparently the major concern was the number of delegates rather than their opinion

COLUMBIAN CONTINUES ITS CAMPAIGN FOR A NEW TERRITORY
Columbian was determined that attendance at the Monticello Convention be substantial
realizing that the more names on a petition to Congress the more attention it was likely to receive
Under the heading “PREPARE! PREPARE!” printers Thornton F. McEIroy and James W Wiley
explained that the meeting was to be held at Monticello far down on the Columbia River
a hundred miles from Olympia
Columbian said territorial voters should meet in every precinct and elect delegates and alternates
there was to be no limit on number: “Let all be appointed who can possibly attend”
Newspaper warned that “if we should fail again”
(referring to lack of action after the Cowlitz Convention)
southern Oregon might achieve statehood before another attempt at separation could be made
and “in the settlement of her boundaries, serious encroachments may have been
made upon territory which nature designed should be incorporated with our own. We must be
vigilant and active in arranging matters for the crises before us. Again we say, PREPARE!
PREPARE!”
Tone of the next issue of the Columbian reflected the fear of its printers that the convention

BOOK FOUR — SETTLEMENT PAGE 86



might not be well attended and therefore would not impress Oregon Territorial Delegate Joe Lane
and his colleagues in congress
“TURN OUT! TURN OUT!” shouted the headline
“ACTION! ACTION!” -- time was growing short and convention delegates must be elected
Of utmost concern, the Columbian explained, was that southern Oregon
would receive all of the favors from the federal government
because all the territorial officers were down there
and because even the existence of northern Oregon might not be known in the national capital
only through action at the Monticello Convention could their existence be made known
Columbian printer Thornton F. McElroy realized that travel at any time was difficult
and (in November) the trail to Olympia would likely be deep in mud
he urged those who lived along the route to help care for travelers going on foot or by horse
to Cowlitz Landing and resting there before continuing down the twisting course
of the Cowlitz River for another thirty miles by canoe or bateau to Monticello

NATIONAL ELECTION CHANGES THE POLITICAL DYNAMICS IN OREGON TERRITORY
Whig President Millard Fillmore had taken office after the death of General Zachary Taylor
Taylor and Fillmore did not even meet until after the election and they did not get along well
as a result Fillmore was excluded from any major role in the administration
President Taylor’s entire cabinet resigned after his sudden death
Fillmore sided with Democratic U.S. Senator Stephen Douglas in a series of bills
that became the Compromise of 1850
he also supported the Fugitive Slave Act that allowed for the capture and return of runaway slaves
in the United States was unpopular in the North [1850]
President Fillmore was so unpopular that the Whig Party refused to nominate him for office
General Winfield Scott and William Alexander Graham were selected
Democrats ran “darkhorse” candidate Franklin Pierce and his running mate William R. King
Pierce outlasted the Democratic front-runners although he had not received a single vote
on the first ballot of the Democratic Convention
It was a lackluster campaign as the Whigs and Democrats ran on almost indistinguishable platforms
quickly the contest became one of personality
lack of personality by either candidate resulted in the lowest voter turnout since [1836]
Franklin Pierce won in a landslide besting General Winfield Scott -- November 2, 1852
he entered office without a Vice-President as William R. King had died without taking office
(King County, Washington was named in his honor
before the honor was changed to Dr. Martin Luther King [April 19, 2005])

DEMOCRATS IN OREGON TAKE POLITICAL CONTROL OF THE TERRITORY
Whig leadership in Oregon Territory was removed by the election of 1852
Oregon Democrats became convinced that a pervasive political organization was necessary
Local Democratic Party control was consolidated in the hands of a few men of the “Salem Clique”
Asahel Bush of the Statesman dominated their political policy decisions
“Salem Clique” was arrogant and strongly partisan
and resented interference from the Eastern Democratic establishment
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it was rumored Oregon Democrats might establish a republic
to resolve the national slavery question in favor of slave holders

VOLUNTEER BEN WRIGHT HAS LITTLE SUCCESS DEALING WITH THE MODOC INDIANS
After remaining for two months in their camp on a peninsula that jutted out into Tule Lake
Ben Wright’s Yreka, California vigilantes motivated by desires
to rescue the missing white victims and collect the items stolen
from the emigrant wagon train at Tule Lake changed their tactics
when some of his men returned from Yreka, California with a supply of food,
Wright invited the Modocs to his camp for a feast and a peace talk
but Indians suspected he had put strychnine in their food and would not eat it
Wright moved to the north end of Tule Lake by Lost River Bridge
just inside of the Oregon border and camped next to a Modoc village -- November 14, 1852

CALIFORNIA VOLUNTEER LEADER BEN WRIGHT ATTACKS THE MODOC INDIANS
As Modoc Indians dried meat for the winter -- morning November 15, 1852
Ben Wright walked calmly into the village, threw open his coat, and began firing
Chief Captain Jack’s father, who was then primary chief of the Modoc Indians,
was unarmed in the camp when he was gunned down by Ben Wright
Wright’s gun shots were a signal to eighteen Yreka volunteers
concealed around the village and on a nearby bluff to open fire too
Modocs panicked some jumped into the lake and drowned
others ran into the tall tulle reeds bordering Tule Lake
but Wright’s posse searched and hunted the frightened natives down
when flushed out of their cover the Indians were shot
Indians formed a line and sent a shower of arrows at the volunteers but they aimed too high
after emptying their rifles, Wright’s men dropped their rifles and charged, revolvers in hand
Continuing to flee the natives took refuge in the Lost River
Wright’s men took long poles from the teepees -- those hiding in the river were poked out
and shot as they struggled in the water
to avoid the bullets the Indians would dive and swim beneath the surface
but watching the bubbles rise as they swam, the men shot them when they came up
only five of the forty-six Modocs in the village escaped -- the rest were killed
(other accounts go as high as ninety Indians killed)
Remaining remember of the immigrant wagon trains were safely escorted over the mountains
it was said Ben Wright’s men counted twenty-two mutilated immigrant bodies along the trail
another company from Jacksonville found fourteen more
other rumored victims, mostly women and children, had vanished without a trace
But Ben Wright was not finished

BEN WRIGHT EXPANDS HIS KILLING SPREE
He traveled all through Klamath Indian country killing Indians wherever he could find them
he went through Goose Lake Country where he killed Paiute Indians wherever he got a chance
At least thirty, or as many as forty, Indians were massacred and scalped
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Ben Wright’s posse rode joyfully back to Yreka, California
waving their trophies from the muzzles of their rifles
Yreka gave Wright and his men a big dance
Oregon Territory Superintendent of Indian Affairs Anson Dart arrived on the Tule Lake scene
he and his commissioners spent time negotiating and enforcing a peace
despite continued efforts by miners and settlers to instigate war with the Indians
Anson Dart was told not to negotiate any more treaties except as necessary to keep the peace

DUWAMPS RAPIDLY EXPANDS
San Francisco had been destroyed by six fires between [December 24, 1849, and July 22, 1851]
each rebuilding increased the demand for wood
for pilings, ship spars and heavy squared timbers a man could hew with a broadax
for the deep-scented cedar shingles that practically anyone could “rive (shave) with a froe”
during the time of year when there was nothing else to do
Arrival of more and more loggers and settlers homesteading in growing California villages and towns
increased the need for farm produce
Arthur Denny started the first milk delivery and express service at Duwamps
using the settlement’s first horse: Old Tib
Arthur soon opened the second store in the town rivaling David “Doc” Maynard
Dexter Horton, a clerk in Arthur Denny’s store, accepted cash from loggers, trappers and sailors
which he placed in individual sacks labeled with the owner’s name for safe keeping
he stored the sacks in the bottom of the coffee barrel
Horton’s coffee barrel banking system emerged into the town’s first formal bank
Doc Maynard, not enamored with the name Duwamps convinced the early settlers
to name their town Seattle in honor of the Great Tyee (chief)
who passively watched them with interest but not alarm -- Duwamps became Seattle

MANUEL LOPES, BLACK PIONEER, SETTLES IN SEATTLE
Born in Africa [1812] he was believed to have been kidnapped from Africa and enslaved
before he arrived in Massachusetts
next he reportedly worked as a sailor in New England
Manuel Lopes made his way to Seattle
when he arrived he promptly started a barber shop on 5th Avenue -- 1852
complete with the first barber chair brought to Seattle around Cape Horn
soon he also operated a restaurant in the same building as the barber shop
Lopes was well known for his generosity towards working men
he often gave meals and lodging to them even when they could not pay
Manuel Lopes, in addition to his unique personality, was a devoted snare drummer
who announced meal times at his restaurant with drum solos
even though he was foreign born, he was an avid patriot
every Fourth of July celebration he and a fife player named Kelly
marched around downtown playing patriotic tunes

COLUMBIAN CONTINUES ITS SUPPORT FOR A CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
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"Rally! Rally!"" “On to the convention!” shouted the Columbian -- November 20, 1852
by then some of the delegates were already on their way to Monticello
including a few who had settled only the year before on Puget Sound
at Duwamps and New York Alki -- even more distant Port Townsend sent a delegate
Help was necessary to get the delegates to the convention
Columbian urged, and “inasmuch as dollars are not plentiful in this region...and as many of
our delegates will have to incur considerable sacrifice in order to attend the convention, it is to be
hoped that the good people along the routes -- Warbassport, etc., instead of desiring to turn the
necessary means for reaching Monticello at a profit, on the contrary...will endeavor to make the
expenses of the delegates from the interior as light as possible.”
Quincy Brooks, one of the delegates, was surprised to find Edward J. Allen at Cowlitz Landing
Brooks had known twenty-two-year-old Allen in the East
Allen was invited to accompany the group back to Monticello and take part in the convention
Allen said he could hardly qualify as a citizen of Oregon as he had just arrived
Brooks assured him this made no difference as what was needed was numbers -- not delegates
Allen, to be obliging or just for the fun of it, went along

MONTICELLO PROVIDES LITTLE RELIEF TO THE CONVENTION ATTENDEE
Monticello consisted only of six buildings:
*Harry Darby Huntington’s place -- part home and part hotel,
*Olson and Mahan’s store,
*two old Hudson’s Bay Company warehouses,
*and the houses and barns of L. P. Smith and Royal Smith
Delegates found shelter wherever they could

MONTICELLO CONVENTION HELD
This was the second convention held to consider separation from Oregon Territory
this one in Monticello near mouth of the Cowlitz River
in Harry “Uncle Darby” Huntington’s large home -- November 25, 1852
Forty-four were counted as delegates -- officers were elected
George N. McConaha from Puget Sound was elected Convention chairman without opposition
Dr. R. J. White was elected Secretary
Colonel Isaac Ebey from Whidbey Island traveled the furthest distance
Quincy Brooks moved the appointment of a thirteen member committee
to undertake the all-important task of drafting the memorial to Congress
appointees besides Brooks who served as chairman, were David “Doc” Maynard of Seattle,
Seth Catlin, the “sage of Monticello,” W. W Plumb, Alfred Cook, John R. Jackson,
Eugene L. Finch, A. F. Scott, Fred A. Clarke, C. S. Hathaway, E. H. Winslow,
Nathaniel Stone, and the young man who just happened by: Edward Allen

MONTICELLO CONVENTION WRITES A MEMORIAL TO CONGRESS
Thirteen member committee prepared a Memorial to Congress
and reported to the convention delegates
this Memorial was considerably shorter and was far better written
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than the Memorial written at the Cowlitz Convention [1851]
author may well have been recent arrival Edward Allen
who put into words what the committee members advised him
Addressed to the national House of Representatives and Senate
this memorial said that it “respectfully represents” northern Oregon Territory
be set apart as a new territory to be called “Columbia Territory”
Columbia River should provide the border on the south and east
49" parallel on the north and the Pacific Ocean on the west
(this 32,000-square-mile area requested did not even approximate the huge area of land
eventually designated as the new territory)
several reasons were given to support the petition:
*Oregon Territory was far too large to become a new state,
sregions north and south of the Columbia River were economic rivals and always would be,
*most of the voters lived in the southern part, thus the north were not getting a fair share
of the appropriations from Congress,
sseat of government was 300 miles from those living on Puget Sound.

Monticello Memorial concluded: “Northern Oregon, with its great natural resources,
presenting such unparalleled inducements to immigrants and with its present large population
constantly and rapidly increasing by immigration, is of sufficient importance, in a national point of
view, to merit the fostering care of Congress, and its interests are so numerous, and so entirely
distinctive in their character, as to demand the attention of a separate and independent legislature.”

no mention of the population numbers was actually made

All forty-four delegates signed the Monticello Memorial
to create “Columbia Territory” -- November 25, 1852
Columbian trumpeted the entire convention was held in a “Spirit of harmony and agreement.”

MONTICELLO MEMORIAL IS MAILED TO JOE LANE
Copies of the Monticello Memorial as signed by all forty-four delegates were made
several were entrusted to the uncertain mails -- December 3, 1852
hopefully to be delivered to Oregon Territorial Delegate Joe Lane in Washington City

JOE LANE INTRODUCES A BILL TO CREATE COLUMBIA TERRITORY
Oregon Territorial Delegate to Congress Joe Lane had been in contact by mail
with the leaders of Oregon Territory
they probably urged him to take action to divide Oregon Territory
or, at least, they informed him that they would not object to such an action
Delegate Joe Lane, who could speak on the floor of Congress but could not vote,
asked Congress to create Columbia Territory out that portion of Oregon Territory
north of the Columbia River -- December 6, 1852
(this was before the Monticello Memorial could have reached Washington City)

THERE WAS NO POLITICAL MOTIVATION TO CREATE A NEW TERRITORY IN THE WEST

Whole Pacific Northwest, the old Oregon Country, encompassed one-tenth of the land area
of the complete Untied States
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older frontiers such as the Midwest had been settled by a spillover from neighboring areas
resulting in a consistent, and thus harmonious, population
Rush to Oregon had been motivated by Oregon Fever and Manifest Destiny
lust for gold caused the rush to California which was admitted to the Union [1850]
without even having to go through the territorial process
population of California was large enough to make the concerns of Californians
of interest to Eastern politicians
proposed new territory was not of much concern since many towns in the new state of California
had larger populations than all of struggling Oregon Territory
there was no immediate potential for Oregon Territory to become a state
thus, there was no potential voters to intrigue and motivate Eastern politicians

OREGON TERRITORIAL LEGISLATURE GOES INTO SESSION
Oregon Territory House of Representatives and Council met in Salem -- December 6, 1852
Matthew Deady served as the President of the Council
Benjamin F. Butler was the Speaker of the House for the session
W.T. Matlock was elected Speaker Pro Tem (substitute Speaker)
two northern representatives, F. A. Chenoweth and Isaac Ebey, were in attendance
although neither had been at Monticello both strongly supported the division
Members of a special committee delivered the Monticello Memorial to the legislature
David “Doc” Maynard went along to Salem with the committee seeking personal assistance
he wanted a divorce from his abandoned wife in Ohio
(in those days a divorce decree could be obtained only through legislative action)

MILITARY ROAD IS BUILT FROM FORT STEILACOOM TO THE PUYALLUP VALLEY
Military Road was the first legally established road in Washington Territory
then known as Byrd’s Mill Road it ran from Fort Steilacoom
and it twisted its way through the Puyallup Valley
it was named for Andrew Byrd who had established a sawmill and grist mill
on Chambers Creek near Fort Steilacoom (in the early 18505s)
Oregon Territory legislators made this the first official road
(in what would become the state of Washington) -- 1852
this road was scarcely wider than a wagon
but it served as an important arterial for the pioneers
(Washington Territorial Legislature established it as a military road [1854])

STEAMER FASHION SERVES SEVERAL LOCATIONS ON THE LOWER COLUMBIA RIVER
Fashion was constructed from the remains of the James P. Flint and the machinery of the Columbia
she was placed under the command of Captain J.O. Van Bergen -- 1852
she served the Cowlitz River Monday and Tuesday, Oregon City Wednesday and Thursday,
Friday, Saturday and Sundays she ran between Vancouver and The Cascades

OREGON DELEGATE TO CONGRESS JOE LANE DECIDES TO TAKE ACTION
Joe Lane introduced a resolution calling for the creation of Columbia Territory -- December 6, 1852

BOOK FOUR — SETTLEMENT PAGE 92



as he had been urged the year before by the Cowlitz Convention,
While he had not yet received the Monticello Convention Memorial, he was aware of its existence
he knew what it would say because he had read the content in the Columbian newspaper which:
« advocated the territorial division,
sannounced that a convention was to be held to petition Congress,
«called for wide-spread election of delegates
and otherwise stirred up public sentiment in favor of the creation of a new territory
Joe Lane must have noticed the lack opposition from anyone in Oregon Territory
Congressional Delegate Lane’s remarks did not convince Congress
official action of the Congress was slow
but they did demonstrate the depth of the convictions held by the settlers

TERRITORIAL GOVERNOR GAINES IS FAMILIAR WITH THE SEPARATIST MOVEMENTS
Political leaders in Oregon Territory favored a scaled-down version of the existing territory
Northern Oregon Territory had been gaining population
since the boundary treaty with Britain had been signed [Convention of 1846]
there was more free land in the north for new settlers to claim
effort to create “Columbia Territory” out of northern portions of Oregon Territory
had been well discussed
voter strength could grow in northern Oregon to such an extent
that those in power in Salem would be threatened
it was better to let the northerners go off and form their own government
remainder of Oregon was large enough for a state without the northern part anyway
another, similar movement in southern Oregon Territory was also gathering steam
Governor John P. Gaines was well aware of these separatist movements
addressing himself “to friends of separate territorial government in northern Oregon as well
as those of Umpqua, Rogue River, Shasta, etc., ....” he said a W.T. Matlock had introduced a bill
for the formation of a state with a new territory on both its north and south sides
he said the boundaries of this state would probably be the Columbia River on the north
and Umpqua Mountains on the south

BELLINGHAM BAY SEES ANOTHER INDUSTRIALIST ARRIVE
Captain Henry Roeder and Russell V. Peabody arrived at Bellingham Bay from California
intent on building either a salmon cannery or a sawmill
although they had little equipment to establish either
While visiting in Olympia and Port Townsend Roeder and Peabody learned of the existence
of a waterfall on Whatcom Creek near Bellingham Bay
they traveled to Bellingham Bay and were guided to the waterfall -- December 15, 1852
discussions with Lummi Chief Chowitzit proved to be positive
it was proposed a sawmill could be built at the falls by Indians and others
While Peabody traveled to Oregon City file a land claim on Whatcom Creek
Captain Roeder sailed from Bellingham Bay to San Francisco
to purchase tools and machinery for their sawmill
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OREGON TERRITORY LEGISLATYORS ADRESS LOCAL CONCERNS
Three new counties were created north of the Columbia River -- December 22, 1853
Jefferson County named for President Thomas Jefferson, County Seat: Port Townsend,
King County named for Vice-President William Rufus King who died in office without serving
and re-named for Dr. Martin Luther King [April 19, 2005]. County Seat: Seattle,
Pierce County named for President Franklin Pierce, County Seat: Tacoma
David “Doc” Maynard of Seattle was successful in his plea to end his marriage
as both chambers passed an act dissolving the marriage
between David S. Maynard and Lydia A. Maynard [December 22]
legislators even granted Maynard an additional gift
he was appointed justice of the peace for recently created King County

SUPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS ANSON DART RESIGNS
Superintendent of Indian Affairs Anson Dart threw up his hands in despair
he sent in his resignation -- December 1852
Anson Dart had tried to honor the wishes of the native people
but his fate was to be mistrusted ever after by both Indian and settler alike
President Franklin Pierce appointed long time Oregon resident General Joel Palmer
to replace Anson Dart who had resigned the year before
Joel Palmer traveling without his family had been a wagon train captain
who led his followers to The Dalles where they joined Sam Barlow
crossing the Cascade Mountains into the Willamette Valley [1845]
next year Joel Palmer returned to his family in Indiana and published his diary [1847]
entitled Palmer's Journal of Travels Over the Rocky Mountains, 1845-1846
this was a popular guidebook for immigrants into and through the 1850s
traveling west again, this time with his family, Palmer again served as captain of a major train
while passing through the Walla Walla Valley he met Marcus and Narcissa Whitman
at their mission shortly before their deaths in the Whitman Massacre [1847]
Joel Palmer became Superintendent of Indian Affairs for Oregon Territory
at the time the debate of what to do with the Native Americans varied in options
from full integration to total extermination
(Palmer gained an anti-settler reputation among immigrants, newspapers and officials,
who said he acted too favorably toward the Indians)

PUGET SOUND COAL MINING ASSOCIATION PARTNERS RETURN TO BELLINGHAM BAY
William Prattle with his two partners traveled from San Francisco to Bellingham Bay -- January 1853
they had formed in the Puget Sound Coal Mining Association
each of the partners staked a claim to the shoreline at what became known as Prattle’s Point

LESCHI BECOMES WELL KNOWN IN WASHINGTON TERRITORY
Up to this time, Leschi was a minor leader of the Nisqually people
from the unremarkable village of Bashalalbesh located up the Nisqually River
his grandmother was Klickitat Indian
he had been born about [1808] and grew to be a large man
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he was slightly under six feet tall and about 200 pounds
light skinned, he wore his hair short and combed back
he possessed a round face, thin, strait, mouth and a short chin
he was and noted orator with piercing black eyes and heavy eyebrows
In his youth, Leschi may have been an eye-witness to warfare
collective unity was weak in the villages of the Coastal people -- thus formal war was not known
however, unending raids and counter raids were conducted
between whatever villages developed a resentment against one another
each new raid demanded an act of vengeance -- and on and on for years and decades
purpose of these raids was always to uphold the honor of the village
by taking plunder and slaves -- with a minimum of bloodshed
from time to time the fierce Haida and Kwakiutl Indians would bring terror to Puget Sound
as they swept down from the Canada’s Queen Charlotte Islands in long war canoes
Leschi first appeared in history in the writings of the Hudson’s Bay Company clerk at Fort Nisqually
when a Kanaka (Hawaiian) employee at the post was injured by an Indian [July 1843]
Leschi and his brother, Quiemuth, stepped in to help bring the Indian assailant to justice
Other glimpses are seen in the years following:
*killing a long-tailed cougar at George Washington’s homestead,
*buying clothes at Fort Nisqually,
*selling meat to settlers and visiting Olympia and Steilacoom,
eriding in a buggy with Dr. William Tolmie, Chief Factor of Fort Nisqually
Polygamy was accepted among the Indian people
like many Indian men of his day, Leschi had at least three wives
his first and oldest wife was Sarah
at one point Sarah took up with a younger, unmarried man
Leschi, in a fit of rage, chopped off part of her hair to publicly humiliate her
she fled to Leschi’s brother for protection and Leschi followed threatening to kill her
Quiemuth intervened and the couple eventually reunited
to help resolve things Leschi gave Sarah’s father three horses and received a slave in return
family harmony was reestablished Nisqually style
Leschi took a second wife named Annie
after Sarah died, he took as his bride a teenager named Mary
who had been born in a village near [today’s Tenino about 1839]
this was not a particularly happy union but his violent, hair-trigger temper had subsided
Leschi was a good provider and always treated Mary kindly
he had a positive reputation with her people
but she never learned very much about the man old enough to be her father
as time went on Leschi spent less and less time at home
he preferred to occupy himself on long horseback rides into the distant hills
he became a mystery man to his wives
Leschi was good-humored, seemingly untiring, and terribly silent
he never spoke of the events of his life
(his wives remained ignorant of the details of ensuing events that unfolded in his life
once Leschi found gold in a little mountain stream and showed it to Mary
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she didn’t think much of it and could never remember where it was discovered)
Leschi, when not farming wheat and corn, covered a lot of ground and was well known
he knew the country up the Nisqually River almost to the snow line
sometimes he stayed away from home for two weeks or longer
he displayed considerable skill as a hunter
he would pack out enough game to supply his family’s needs
with plenty left to sell to settlers
Kind in spirit, the gold and the sale of game and horses left Leschi willing and able
to help the old and sick of his Indian village
as a successful farmer his assistance could be counted on by Indians and settlers alike
his conduct, coupled with his skill as an orator, increased his standing with everyone

ESTER SHORT HOMESTEADS (TODAY’S VANCOUVER, WASHINGTON)
After his acquittal of the murder charges
in the killing of Hudson’s Bay Company officer David Gardner
and his Kanaka (Hawaiian) servant
Amos Short traveled to California to sell a cargo of potatoes to hungry prospectors
while sailing home on the Vandalia the boat sank at the mouth of the Columbia River
drowning Amos Short
Esther Short filed notice of her widow’s land claim to 640 acres -- January 9, 1853
under the terms of the [1850] Donation Land Law Act
she claimed the eastern half of their land claim -- 320 acres in her own name
(from today’s W Fourth Plain Boulevard to the Columbia River
and west from Main Street in Vancouver, Washington)
320 acres of the western half of the Short claim went to the children
this was divided into ten strips by parallel north-and-south lines
more of the land was being cleared and more settlers arriving
Undaunted, Esther carried on the task of raising her family:

Jerusha, Drusilla, Amos, Clark, Samantha, Aubrey B. (sometime called Maxie B.), and Alfred
Grant Hall Short (born on the Oregon Trail at Fort Hall), Esther M. Short was born in Oregon
Hannah Emmaline Short was born in VVancouver
two children, Ira and Elizabeth, had died in early childhood before the journey west

Esther also opened a restaurant and founded a city (today’s Vancouver, Washington)

Esther Short Park was established -- 1853

it is the oldest public park in Washington and the second in the West
(only Lafayette Park in St. Louis, Missouri is older)

(Esther Short Park is located in Vancouver’s downtown at West Columbia and 8th Street)

(Esther also opened the region’s for hotel, the Pacific House [1854] on South Main at 2" Street)

OREGON TERRITORY LEGISLATURE CONTINUES ITS SESSION IN SALEM
Oregon Territory Council and House of Representatives addressed concerns of the northern settlers
population living north of the Columbia River was dependent on the Willamette Valley
both politically and economically
settlements in the north were few and growing only slowing
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After receiving the Monticello Convention Memorial the Oregon Territory Legislature
sympathized with the demands from northern settlers for a new territory
Oregon Territorial legislators adopted the Monticello Convention Memorial
Territorial House of Representatives adopted the memorial -- January 14, 1853
Territorial Council adopted the memorial -- January 18, 1953
Monticello Memorial would take at least a month
to reach Territorial Delegate to Congress Joe Lane in Washington City
Oregon’s legislature amended school law -- 1853
interest money from the sale of land sections 16 and 36 was insufficient to support the schools
Oregon’s Organic Code was revised to provide for a two-mill (.002¢) tax levy in every county
to be added to the school fund
together with the money secured from fines imposed for breaking the Laws in the Territory
Oregon’s legislature passed a resolution naming Seattle the County Seat of King County

DAVID DENNY IS MARRIED
Bride Louisa Boren married David Denny in his older brother Arthur’s cabin -- January 23, 1853
Emily Inez in her book Blazing the Way wrote: “In order to fulfill law and custom, David had
made a trip to Olympia and back in a canoe to obtain a marriage license, but was told that no one
there had authority to issue one, so undaunted he returned to proceed without it.”
No minister was available to perform the ceremony, but David ‘Doc” Maynard,
who was justice of the peace, successfully tied the knot in Seattle’s first wedding
Inez recorded: “The young couple moved their worldly possessions to their cabin in an Indian
canoe. Among their few gifts were a hen and rooster from Doc Maynard. Now they began years of
toil, struggle, progress and heartbreak that characterized life in pioneer Seattle.”
Adept at learning languages, David soon was able to communicate with the natives in simple terms
he also taught the Indians some English words

SETTLEMENT IS FOUNDED ON BELLINGHAM BAY
Russell V. Peabody returned to Bellingham Bay after filing a land claim in Olympia
he was joined by his business partner Captain Henry Roeder
when he returned from San Francisco with equipment to establish a sawmill
at the waterfalls on Whatcom Creek
also with him were additional partners Captain Edward Eldridge his wife and baby daughter
along with Henry Hewitt, William Utter and William Brown -- 1853
Roeder and Peabody and partners began construction on their Whatcom Milling Company sawmill
however, their success was diminished by the need to buy supplies,
falling lumber prices in California
and the loss of productivity caused by low levels of water at the falls

BILL TO CREATE A NEW TERRITORY NORTH OF THE COLUMBIA RIVER IS INTRODUED
Washington Organic Act (House Resolution 348) to establish Columbia Territory was reported
in the U.S. House of Representatives
by Michigan Democrat Charles E. Stuart -- January 25, 1853
this was one of several territorial bills including those pertaining to Nebraska and Wyoming
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none had completely smooth sailing
Oregon Territorial Delegate Joe Lane delivered a speech in favor of a new territory
it was a forceful argument for Columbia Territory emphasizing the points
made in the Cowlitz and Monticello memorials
at one point Lane was interrupted by Representative Charles Skelton, Democrat of New Jersey
who asked how large the population of northern Oregon was
Lane was ready with an evasive answer: “as much population as the whole of Oregon
Territory had had when it was admitted in 1848”
this seemed to satisfy the questioner however. Congressman Skelton had a point
only eight Americans lived north of the Columbia River [in 1846]
two years later when Oregon Territory was created only a few more resided there
when the movement for separation was launched [1851] the population
may have been a thousand
in fact, if Lane had been forced to provide a number and he was completely honest about it
he would have noted there were less than 4,000 citizens north of the Columbia River
(not the 8,785 living in Oregon Country in 1848 before becoming a territory
Democrat Congressman Daniel Jones of New York was concerned
about the lack of population in the northern portion of Oregon Territory
he moved to Table (delay) passage of the Bill
Lane next emphasized that the regions on both sides of the Columbia River
were essentially the same -- heavily forested with abundant good soil for farming
both areas, he said, would make fine states
Lane noted Congress had invited people to move west when the donation land claim law passed
now Congress had an obligation to provide adequate government
for those who were responding to the invitation
When Joe Lane's speech ended, a new issue was injected into the proceedings
Democrat Congressman Richard H. Stanton of Kentucky rose and argued the proposed name,
“Territory of Columbia” might be confused for the District of Columbia
Stanton suggested rather that President George Washington should be honored
suddenly the question was not whether the new territory should be created,
but by what name it should be called
Lane, perhaps sensing that this would give his colleagues a new reason to vote for his bill
by honoring the first president said, without hesitation, “I shall never object to that name.”
Congressman Daniel Jones persisted in his effort to get a vote on his motion to Table the bill,
but he was interrupted by Whig Representative Edward Stanly of North Carolina
who made a short speech favoring the name Washington: “There is something very
appropriate about it. And it is a little singular that this same idea should have occurred to others at
the same time.”
Congress was never told that his was contrary to the wishes of the people involved
who emphatically expressed many times their desire to be known as “Columbia Territory”
Consideration of House Resolution 348 to create a new territory was put aside
while the House of Representatives took up debate on a bill to create the territory of Nebraska
After the debate on Nebraska, Whig Representative Alexander Evans of Maryland
made an attempt to restore the name “Columbia” to the Washington Bill
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he agreed that no one would object to honoring George Washington but, he said, “our
geographical nomenclature has become such a mass of confusion that it is almost impossible, when
you hear the name of a town, to know in what part of the world it is, much less to know in what part
of the United States it may be found. We have perhaps in this country one hundred counties and
towns of the name of Washington.”
Congressman Evans suggested giving northern Oregon “one of the beautiful Indian names
which prevail in that part of the country.”
Congressman Edward Stanley, perhaps reconsidering in position on the name Washington
had only moments before made the same suggestion to his seatmate
he noted it “might lead to trouble” if the territory also had a city by the same name
“Washington, Washington” would not be appropriate
But it was too late -- Washington had already been substituted for Columbia throughout the bill

OREGON TERRITORIAL DELEGATE JOE LANE REPLIES TO THE MONTICELLO MEMORIAL
Oregon Delegate to Congress Joe Lane acknowledged receipt of the [1852] Monticello Memorial
in a letter dated January 31, 1853
Lane noted he had already introduced a resolution calling for the creation of Columbia Territory
that had been placed on the calendar of the U.S. House of Representatives for consideration

SETTLEMENTS IN WASHINGTON TERRITORY GROW IN SIZE AND NUMBER
Seattle began to attract settlers
Bishop Modeste Demers held first the Catholic religious service in Seattle
in cook house at Henry Yesler’s Mill
Rev. David E. Blaine preached to a group of Methodists in a cabin at Alki Point
his bride, Catherine Paine Blaine, had attended the meeting in Seneca Falls, New York
to declare women’s independence [July 1848]
(as an eighteen-year-old she had signed a document that called on the U.S. Government
to give women “all the rights and privileges” that white American men enjoyed)
Arthur Denny and Carson D. Boren filed a plat map for Seattle
that same evening, Doc Maynard filed his own plat
Thomas Mercer brought the first wagon to Puget Sound
along with Dexter Horton, Edward and Seymour Hanford
Whidbey Island received its first doctor -- Dr. J.S. Kellogg became known as “canoe doctor”
Spokane Falls saw its first potential settler, Antoine Plante (sometimes Plant) -- 1853
French-Canadian Metis had built a cabin and operated a ferry above the falls
soon four stockmen, two Americans and two British subjects, arrived
driving several hundred head of cattle to pasture in the long, green valley
Olympia was the largest village in Washington Territory
thus it was the clear choice to become the territorial capitol
it also was the most influential political center of Washington Territory
U.S. Congress established the Customs District of Puget Sound for Washington Territory
there was a brisk sea trade and a Customs Revenue Office was established first in Olympia
(and then in Port Townsend)
Colonel Isaac N. Ebey became the United States Collector of Customs in Olympia
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HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY ESATBLISHES A SEA-GOING STEAMBOAT FLEET
Hudson’s Bay Company’s Beaver had been the first steamboat to reach the Pacific Northwest [1836]
(she continued to steam up and down the West coast under various owners [until 1888]
when she was wrecked on rocks near Vancouver, British Columbia)
Otter was the second steamboat owned by Hudson’s Bay Company
she was an up-to-date 220-ton steam-propelled ship that operated from 1853
Arthur Denny reminisced “In early times we occasionally saw the Hudson Bay steamers,
Beaver and Otter passing to and from the station at Nisqually...,”*

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES PASSES THE BILL CREATING WASHINGTON
TERRITORY
Region north of the Columbia was home to approximately 4,000 white inhabitants
fifty percent of these lived in the Puget Sound area
House Resolution 348, amended to substitute the name “Washington” for Columbia
in addition the eastern boundary was extended from the Columbia River to the Rocky Mountains
tripling the size of the territory to 100,000 square miles
House Resolution 348 passed in the United States House of Representatives
by a vote of 128 YEA to 29 NO with 74 not voting -- midnight, February 10, 1853

PROVISIONS OF THE WASHINGTON ORGANIC ACT
Organic Act along with its amendments served as the Washington Territorial Constitution
Section One: established the boundary for Washington below 49° north latitude
Western boundary was the Pacific Ocean
Eastern boundary followed the summit of the Rocky Mountains north to the Canadian border,
Southern boundary was along mid-channel of the Columbia River from the river’s mouth
to the intersection where forty-six degrees crossed the river near Fort Walla Walla
(today’s Wallula, Washington)
thence eastward along forty-six degrees due East to the summit of the Rockies,
Washington Territory would be twice as much territory as was bargained for
it included all of Washington, much of present-day Idaho and Montana west of the Rockies
and the northwest corner or Wyoming
this was a huge amount of land -- so large it was difficult to administer
Section Two: listed duties of the executive officer
Territorial Governor was to serve a four-year term and must reside within the territory
as Commander of territorial militia, he was to see that all laws were carried out
further he had the power to grant pardons and commission all militia officers
he was also to serve as Superintendent of Indian Affairs
Section Three: listed the duties of the Territorial Secretary
he was charged with recording all proceedings of Legislative Assembly
and send a copy of all laws passed in the Territory to the President
if the Governor was absent from the territory, the Secretary was to serve until his return

30 Oscar Osburn Winther, The Great Northwest, P. 204.
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Section Four: defined the Legislative Assembly
Territorial legislature was composed of two bodies:
*Council (Senate) made up of nine members who served for three years
one-third of that body to be elected every year,
*House of Representatives composed of eighteen members who served for one year
Section Five: listed qualifications of the voters in the new territory
white males at least twenty-one years of age
who resided in the territory and were U.S. citizens could vote
however, the territorial legislative assembly of the territory could alter those requirements
for future elections
no military man could vote until he lived in the territory for six months
no military man could hold elective office
Section Six: required all laws passed by the Legislative Assembly
must be submitted to Congress for approval
if Congress disapproved, the territorial law was null and void
citizens could not be accused of a crime if the conduct was legal in the United States
no coining of money or banking was allowed
all taxes must be equal and uniformly applied
Section Seven: established Townships of thirty-six sections of land and Counties
it further stated all county officials must be elected
seven counties had been created north the Columbia River by the Oregon Territorial legislature
to administer laws and give limited self-government to the people:
Clarke -- [June 184]) in honor of William Clark; County Seat: Vancouver,
*Lewis -- [December 1845] for Meriwether Lewis; County Seat: Chehalis,
Pacific -- [February 1851] for the ocean; County Seat: Pacific City,
*Thurston -- [January 1852] for Territorial Delegate Samuel R. Thurston;
County Seat: Olympia,
«Jefferson -- [December 1852] for Thomas Jefferson; County Seat: Port Townsend,
*King -- [December 1852] for Vice President William R. King: County Seat: Seattle,
*Pierce -- [December 1852] in honor of President Franklin Pierce: County Seat: Tacoma
Section Eight: limited the power of the Legislative Assembly
it was illegal to improve an office (in salary or power) in the Legislature and then acquire that job
Section Nine: established the Court system
three Judicial Districts were placed under the jurisdiction of the Chief Justice
and two Associate Justices
Washington Territory First Judicial District was composed of Eastern Washington
Justice Obadiah B. McFadden presided
Washington Territory Second Judicial District was south of the Thurston County line
Chief Justice Edward Lander presided
Washington Territory Third Judicial District was north of the Thurston County line
Justice Francis Chenoweth presided
two or three justices meeting together made up the Territorial Supreme Court
Justices of the Peace were established to deal with property losses of less than $100
any decision of the courts could be appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court
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Section Ten: created the office of Peace Officers
Attorney General was to serve a four year term
U.S. Marshall also served a four year term
Section Eleven: required the offices of Governor, Secretary, Chief Justice, Associate Justices,
Attorney General and United States Marshall was be filled by the President of the United States
with the approval of Congress
all other officials must be elected within the territory
legislators were to receive a salary of $3.00 a day when in session
plus $3.00 for every twenty miles they traveled to reach the territorial capitol
Section Twelve through Section Twenty-one outlined various other laws:
*Twelve: all existing laws remained in force if they were acceptable to Congress
*Thirteen: Territorial Governor to name time and place of the first Legislative Assembly
*Fourteen: county officials must be elected from within the Territory
*Fifteen: Territorial Representative to Congress must be a U.S. citizen
Sixteen: current officials remained in office until an election could be held
*Seventeen: fund of $1500 was established for Territorial Capitol Library
*Eighteen: Territorial Governor was to define the original Judicial Districts
*Nineteen: all territorial officers must give some type of security
for money received from Territorial Treasury except for salaries
*Twenty: in each Township, land sections sixteen and thirty-Six
were to be set aside for sale by the public schools
*Twenty-one: Washington and Oregon were to share jurisdiction
for crimes committed on the Columbia River

NEW CALEDONIA (BRITISH COLUMBIA) GOVERNMENT UNDERGOES ANOTHER CHANGE
Royal Charter establishing the Royal Colony of Vancouver Island
specified that Hudson’s Bay Company must form a colony of British subjects
who should be encouraged to immigrate by the sale of land at reasonable prices
ninety percent of the money generated from land sales and mining royalties
was to be used for further improvement and colonization
remaining ten percent was to be retained by the Company to cover costs of administration
in fact, the British government’s land ownership terms were so burdensome
that English immigrants had little reason to risk the long trip around Cape Horn
When Governor James Douglas was eventually ordered by the British ministry
to institute an elected assembly
members of his hand-picked council set property requirements to vote
so high that only forty men qualified
when a new seven-man assembly was put into place
they were given accesses only to funds generated by the sale of liquor licenses
all other revenues (from land sales and from the newly discovered coal mines at Nanaimo)
were collected by Hudson’s Bay Company
Seven-man assembly became curious about these administrative expenses
Douglas withheld his books which he was entitled to do under the wording of the grant
and there were few independent settlers around to protest James Douglas’s autocracy
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In his own eyes at least, British Governor James Douglas, The Black Scot,
had reasons for looking askance at the workings of democracy:
*Oregon officials, bursting with the new self-importance, seized and sold for trespass
a valuable British ship simply because its crew cut a few timbers
from the unbroken forest beside Juan de Fuca Strait;
scompany steamer Beaver, with another ship in tow, was likewise confiscated
for landing a single passenger at Nisqually
before reporting to the port of entry at Olympia;
according to one set of statistics, Hudson’s Bay Company had protested
fifty cases of illegal squatting on its lands by 1853
in each case United States courts awarded the company twenty thousand dollars in damages;
but other violations were unpunished -- especially regarding
Puget Sound Agricultural Company land near Nisqually and Cowlitz
These hostile acts toward Hudson’s Bay Company were considered fair by Americans
having been issued no land claims by the United States Government
Hudson’s Bay Company paid no taxes to the Territorial Government
also, Hudson’s Bay Company occupied the choice prairie sections of a heavily timbered region
most irritating of all the French-Canadian retired employees who worked farms for the company
were suspected, rightly or wrongly, of being secretly in league with the Indians

MULE-POWERED TRANWAY IS BUILT AROUND WILLAMETTE FALLS
Oregon City Portage Railroad was built on the Willamette River
between Oregon City and Chemo -- 1853
it was operated by D.P. Thompson, A.L. Lovejoy, W.E. Decent and J.D. Decent
tram cars were pulled by mules over wooden rails to transport river freight
around Willamette Falls

EVEN THE COLUMBIAN HAS SOME DOUBTS ABOUT BECOMING A TERRITORY
Olympia’s newspaper admitted discouragement regarding the outcome for creating a new territory
it said in its March 2, 1853 issue: “Even the most active and enthusiastic supporter of these
movements [perhaps referring to the editor himself] did not think that either of the memorials would
have the desired effect on Congress.”

WASHINGTON ORGANIC ACT BECOMES LAW

House Bill to create Washington Territory was introduced into the Senate -- March 2, 1853

senators quickly approved the Washington Organic Act with no debate

as one senator explained
“It is one of the old-fashioned territorial bills and so needed no discussion.

While there no debate over the name of the territory in the U.S. Senate

pointed editorials continued in eastern newspapers -- most opposed to the name
Whig President Millard Fillmore signed the Washington Organic Act the same day

9931

31 John McClelland, Jr., Prelude to War, COLUMBIA: Summer 1988; Vol. 2, No,2
http://www.washingtonhistoryonline.
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two days before his term of office ended

CONGRESS APPROPRIATED FUNDS FOR THE NEW TERRITORY
Congress as provided by the Organic Code granted $1,500 for the establishment
of Washington Territory’s Library
located in Olympia it housed the first public collection
in the Organic Code Congress also appropriated $5,000 for purchase of books
with the money more than 2,000 volumes were purchased by the first governor
made up mostly of law and reference books for use by governmental officials
and of reports of government departments
in addition $50 a year was provided to expand the library
little progress was made over the next thirty-six years
not much could be done with so few dollars
Congress appropriated $20,000 for road construction
one route was to be a
“military road from Walla-Walla to Steilacomb [Steilacoom], Puget Sound”
(settlers displaying more enthusiasm than engineering skill set out with what tools they had
to construct a “citizen’s road” across Naches Pass -- reality overwhelmed them)

ARMY APRPOPRIATION ACT AUTHORIZES A TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILROAD SURVEY
Congress responded to the demands to discover the most practical railroad route across the continent
Army Appropriation Act passed Congress and was signed into law -- March 3, 1853
Congress appropriated $150,000 and authorized Secretary of War Jefferson Davis “to
Ascertain the Most Practical and Economical Route for a Railroad From the Mississippi River to the
Pacific Ocean.”*
Secretary of War Jefferson Davis, disregarding the fact he had a vested interest in the South,
was to direct the surveys -- a large measure of discretion was provided him
Secretary Davis was instructed to provide Congress detailed reports of all of the routes
being considered for the Pacific Railroad within ten months
final selection was to be made by Secretary Jefferson Davis
Secretary of War Davis mobilized the Corps of Topographical Engineers to carry out the project
although the government surveying service was amply equipped it was an impossible task

RAILROAD ROUTES ARE IDENTIFIED FOR EXPLORATION
Four possible Western routes were to be examined:

«southerly survey which closely followed the California Trail along the 32" parallel
was conducted by Lieutenant John G. Parke and Lieutenant Robert S. Williamson
from California along the Gila River to the Pima villages and the Rio Grande River
Captain John Pope mapped the eastern portion of the route to the Red River

thus the Southern Route traveled from the Colorado River to San Francisco Bay

32 Journal of the Franklin Institute, Volume 32; VVolume 62, 1856.
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this route, advocated by Southern interests, (was later used by Union Pacific Railroad)
two central routes were traced:
-Captain Amiel W. Whipple and Lieutenant Joseph Christmas Ives surveyed the route
along the 35" parallel westward from Albuquerque to southern California
this line was favored by Secretary of War Jefferson Davis
-another central survey effort was the ill-fated party under Captain John W. Gunnison
who explored the route between the 38" and 3th parallels, or the Cochetopoa Pass route,
this was advocated by Missouri Senator Thomas Hart Benton
after Gunnison's death at the hands of hostile Indians, Lieutenant Edward G. Beckwith
continued the survey along the 41% parallel (South Pass Route)
*northern survey route ran from near the head of Missouri River between 47° N and 49° N
from Lake Superior to Puget Sound -- (across Montana, upper Idaho and central Washington)
through the Cascade Mountains directly into the new Washington Territory
this route closely approximated that proposed by businessman Asa Whitney
three principal towns on Puget Sound competed for the western terminus:
Olympia, Steilacoom (the first incorporated town in Washington Territory) and Seattle
Fifth survey, following a north-south orientation, also was conducted
under the direction of Lieutenant Robert S. Williamson and Henry L. Abbot
they surveyed from Redding, California north by way of Pit River Pass into Oregon Territory
they performed topographical surveys to locate passes through the Sierra Nevada Mountains
and the Coast Range in California in order to determine a route that would connect
California, Oregon and Washington
(this became the route of Oregon and California Railroad and even later the Southern Pacific)
Colonel John J. Abert and his Army Corps of Topographical Engineers
immediately fielded survey parties

PRESIDENT MILLARD FILLMORE IS REPLACED BY PRESIDENT FRANKLIN PIERCE
Two days after signing the Organic Act creating Washington Territory
President Fillmore’s term of office expired
His successor, Democrat President Franklin Pierce was inaugurated -- March 4, 1853

OLYMPIA’S NEWSPAPER THE COLUMBIAN BECOMES WELL READ
Columbian had a circulation of 350 within six months of it first edition being printed -- March 1853
readership spread over a wide area, with agents in Monticello, Whidbey's Island, Port Townsend,
Steilacoom, Nisqually, Cowlitz Farms, Chlickeeles (Chehalis), New York (Alki),
New Dungeness, Oregon City, Jackson's Prairie, Poe's Point and Washington City
this last listing showed the Columbian had readers from its outset in the national capital

JOE LANE RESPONDS TO THE MONTICELLO CONVENTION MEMORIAL
Pioneers in Oregon Territory received a reply from Delegate to Congress Joe Lane -- March 7, 1853
he wrote to his constituents that he had received the Monticello Convention Memorial
and a bill to create a new territory was under consideration in the U.S. House of
Representatives
Pioneers, especially north of the Columbia River, felt their spirits buoyed
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but they now had nothing left to do except wonder if Congress had acted on their request

PRESIDENT FRANKLIN PIERCE APPOINTS WASHINGTON TERRITORY OFFICIALS
Incoming President Franklin Pierce named his officials -- March 17, 1853
all terms in the administration of Washington Territory were for four years
*Governor: Isaac Ingalls Stevens was described as a “Human dynamo”
by historian Edmond Meany
*Chief Justice Edward Lander was a dignified and polished New England man
he was educated in Massachusetts before moving to Indiana
where he served as prosecuting attorney
*Associate Justice John R. Miller who declined the position
Obadiah (0.B.) McFadden had been appointed by Franklin Pierce
to the Oregon Territory court as an Associate Justice
he was reassigned to Washington Territory when John Miller did not accept
Associate Justice Victor Monroe was a Democrat from Kentucky
(he died in Olympia [September 15, 1856] -- his family never had an opportunity to join him
*Territorial Secretary Charles H. Mason was a young man from Rhode Island
he graduated with honors from Brown University [1850]
he was recommended for the bar shortly after
*Attorney General was J.S. Clendenin from Louisiana
*U.S. Marshall Democrat J. Patton Anderson was educated as an attorney and a doctor
when he entered politics he served in the Mississippi House of Representatives
where he became a strong supporter of Mississippi U.S. Senator Jefferson Davis
and slavery
(Jefferson Davis was later president of the Confederate States of America)
when J. Patton Anderson lost his seat in the Mississippi legislature he wrote Jefferson Davis
and received an invitation to travel to Washington City
visiting the city at the same time was Anderson’s uncle John Adair
who served as Customs Inspector at Astoria, Oregon
by coincidence the bill to organize Washington Territory was signed into law
through the work of his uncle Anderson received the U.S. Marshall appointment
in preparation for the journey to Washington Territory, thirty-one year old J. Patton Anderson
married his eighteen year old cousin Henrietta Buford Adair
one week later they left from New Orleans for Washington Territory
by way of Nicaragua

ISAAC INGALLS STEVENS BECOMES THE FIRST WASHINGTON TERRITORIAL GOVERNOR
Born [March 25, 1818] in Andover, Massachusetts the third child of Isaac and Hannah Stevens
he grew up at Lake Cochichewik, Massachusetts
where his family had lived north of Boston since [1638]
Isaac Stevens’ early life with his hard driving and unyielding Puritan family was demanding
he learned the value of hard work in the sternest most unsympathetic way possible
through heavy farm chores from his earliest youth
laboring on the family farm he was felled by a heatstroke and nearly died
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Success was a prime concern to his family and his father always pushed him to be better
at age ten he was sent to a state school where his strongest subject was mathematics
he displayed skills which astonished his teachers and his family
he stayed for a year before he rebelled at the strenuous mental effort
he left school to work at his uncle’s woolen mill -- ten to twelve hours a day
after a year he returned, with all of his wages, to his father’s farm
there his father took the money ignoring even the plea for a penny to buy ginger bread
At age twelve he ruptured himself pitching hay and for the rest of his life he wore a truss
which did not prevent spells of excruciating pain
At age seventeen Isaac Stevens was accepted to West Point Military Academy [1835]
Isaac was not over 5 feet 3 inches tall
he had wide-set, brown eyes surrounded by an over-large head
once again the hard-driven, unyielding young man excelled
he graduated as a Lieutenant of Engineers -- number one in his class [1839]
After West Point he served as a construction engineer on a string of coastal fortifications
he was a man of great courage, he was intelligent, eloquent, energetic, ambitious and impatient
he possessed a great ability for getting things done
Stevens married a socially prominent Rhode Island woman -- Margaret Lyman Hazard [1841]
four daughters and a son were born — one daughter died in infancy at Buckport, Maine
as her father labored on a Pacific coast fort
Isaac Stevens had Mexican War experience -- [1846-1848]
being a skilled engineer kept him near the heat of battle at the American front
on last day of the war he was wounded by a shot in the foot
which never healed properly and for years he had to wear a special shoe
occasionally the raw scar would fester and expel fragments of bone
After the war, Stevens held several positions for the engineering corps
he was assigned to supervise construction of Fort Knox, Kentucky [1844]
next he moved to Washington City to be the assistant-in-charge of the U.S. Coast Survey [1849]
under survey director Alexander Bache, one of the renowned scientists of the day
Stevens ran the U.S. Coast Survey Washington office of the survey from [1849] to 1853
he reorganized the office into eight divisions, increased staff, improved efficiency
and served as the liaison for the survey, Congress and the public
Becoming frustrated with his prospects for advancement in the army during peacetime,
Isaac Stevens decided to seek his future in politics and the West
over the objections of the Secretary of War Whig Charles Conrad
he campaigned for Democratic presidential nominee Franklin Pierce [1852]
although he had served on the staff of the opposing candidate -- General Winfield Scott
and in spite of a reprimand from the War Department
his involvement with Pierce’s campaign stemmed from his beliefs as a pro-slavery Democrat
Isaac wrote a series of letters to the Boston Post and a pamphlet
defending Pierce’s war record
he also stumped for Pierce during the final weeks of the campaign
After a Pierce landslide victory,
Stevens won an appointment to be Governor of Washington Territory at age 35 -- March 17, 1853
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a post that also carried the title of Superintendent of Indian Affairs
Stevens and his new territory shared two characteristics
neither ever suffered from modesty or from a lack of ambition
Governor Isaac Stevens’ family followed him to Washington Territory
his son, Hazard Stevens, often shared in the life and adventures of his father
(Major Isaac Ingalls Stevens died leading his troops the Civil War Battle of Chantilly
Hazard Steven would fall wounded in the same battle [September 1, 1862])

TRAVELING SHOWS ARE ENJOYED IN WASHINGTON TERRITORY
“General Jack Rag” was a vocalist and actor who gave a grand performance
in the Olympia House -- the town’s only hotel -- March 19, 1853
his show, called Grecian Statues consisted mostly of tableaux scenes on stage
where actors remained silent and motionless as if in a picture
Other shows followed
Professor Yankee Plummer gave dramatic readings and comic selections in Seattle’s Yesler Hall
he also held forth in Walla Walla and several other towns
“Dude” Vivian provided good entertainment and made Northwest men more clothes-conscious
(Charles Vivian, an impersonator and a very handsome man, appeared a few years later
and created a sensation when he “strolled out of the hotel in patent leather shoes, lavender
trousers, black velvet sack coat, white vest and grey crush hat and exceptional linen and
underwear.”*

MRS. PHOEBE JUDSON DESCRIBES SETTLING A NEW HOME ON PUGET SOUND
Scene around Lynden was described by Mrs. Phoebe Judson in her autobiography -- 1853
as soon as she and her husband arrived: “Mr. Judson began at once to fell the fir trees and hew
them to build our habitation, the dimensions of which were sixteen by eighteen [feet], surmounted by
the shake roof, and the floors of the style called puncheon [broad rough-hewn boards]. The shakes,
puncheon, doors, bedstead, table and stools were made from lumber split from a green cedar tree.

“The fireplace he built of blue clay that was hauled from some distance, mixed with sand, and
then pounded into a frame model. When it became dry he burned the frame, which left the walls
standing solid.

“An old gun barrel, the end embedded in either jamb, answered for a crane to attach the hooks
to hang the pots and kettles. The chimney, built of sticks and mortar, ran up the outside of the
house.

“When the crevices were chinked with moss we moved into our rudely built cabin, with scarcely
an article to make it look attractive or homelike. Holes were sawed through the walls for windows,
and over them I tacked white muslin to keep out the cold and let in the light....”3

“Mr. Judson put up a few three-cornered shelves in the chimney corner, on which I arranged my
china and glassware, which consisted of three stone china plates, as many cups and saucers, and one
glass tumbler that my thoughtful husband brought to me as we were about starting over the plains,
thinking a tin cup would be distasteful to me.... Many a time on those hot, dusty deserts | would have

33 Works Projects Administration, The New Washington: A Guide to the Evergreen State, P. 143.
34 Phoebe Goodell Judson, 4 Pioneer’s Search for an Ideal Home: A Book of Personal Memoirs, P. 86-87.
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been thankful to have drank from an old shoe for the sake of a draught of good water; and as a tin
cup served me on all occasions, | put a cactus bulb into my glass, brought it through, and was that
much ahead of my neighbors.

“These articles, with our camping outfit of camp kettles, long-handled frying pay, and Dutch
oven, comprised all our household effects, with the exception of a broom that I forgot to mention.”*
“Our provisions were all shipped around Cape Horn, requiring six months’ time from New
York to Puget Sound; consequently flour was twenty dollars a barrel--groceries and dried fruits in
proportion, and as we were, like nearly other emigrants, called ‘strapped,” when their money is

gone, we possibly might have starved had not my father and nature generously provided.”*

“Capturing deer became a frequent occurrence, and had bread come as spontaneously to us we
would have fared sumptuously; but as it was not rained down from heaven, some of the emigrants
were obliged to go hungry for the ‘staff of life.’

“In those days anyone residing within twenty miles was considered a neighbor; and we soon
became united in love and sympathy, for it was not riches, splendor, fame or glory we were seeking,
but peace and contentment, while each was bearing the privations incident to a pioneer’s life, and
doing his part in helping to develop a new country. Our wants and cares were few, for our simple
style of living correspond with the primitive environments of the territory.”’

“The little town of Olympia, at the head of Puget Sound, was the only one in the territory, and
from this little trading post all the pioneers a half a century ago transported their supplies to all the
settled portions of the territory by the tedious and laborious process of plodding after a yoke of
oxen, or paddling an Indian canoe.

“A more rapid mode of transit was on the back of a “kiuse” [cayuse]. These ponies were
surefooted, making their way through the Indian trails, walking foot longs across soughs and small
streams without stumbling. A gallop over the prairie on the back of a pony was as easy and
enjoyable as swinging in a hammock, or riding the bicycle in modern times.”*

“We were comfortable all winter without glass in the windows, and when gathered around our
fir bark fires in the large clay fireplace, with our children, our cabin was bright and cheerful.

“QOur library consisted of the Bible and Webster’s dictionary--the only two books we felt we
could not do without, and to make sure of them we brought them all the way across the plains.

“The Bible...was a very heavy, illustrated book, and had it not been the Bible, to lighten the load
of our poor, jaded cattle | would have discarded it way back on the plains with my little rocking
chair and truck, both of which I missed so much.

“During the long winter evenings, for amusement, as well as to be useful, I put out words from it
[the dictionary] by the firelight for Mr. Judson to spell....”*°

“The news of great events that transpired on the other side of the world were not known to us
for from six to eight weeks after they had transpired.

“Our eastern mail came by way of the Isthmus of Panama, and, later on, over the mountains by

Ben Holladay’s pony express--it frequently requiring three months to get returns from our letters.”*

3 Phoebe Goodell Judson, 4 Pioneer’s Search for an Ideal Home: A Book of Personal Memoirs, P. 87.
3 Phoebe Goodell Judson, 4 Pioneer’s Search for an Ideal Home: A Book of Personal Memoirs, P. 89.
37 Phoebe Goodell Judson, A4 Pioneer’s Search for an Ideal Home: A Book of Personal Memoirs, P. 91.
38 Phoebe Goodell Judson, 4 Pioneer’s Search for an Ideal Home: A Book of Personal Memoirs, P. 91-92.
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40 Phoebe Goodell Judson, 4 Pioneer’s Search for an Ideal Home: A Book of Personal Memoirs, P. 96.
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“It was owing to the scarcely settled condition of the country that so little was accomplished by
the early settlers in developing its many rich resources.

“The few pioneers were kept busy hewing down the monarchs of the forests, as they carved out
their homes in the wilderness; or, what was more difficult, striving to support their families from the
gravelly prairies that lay adjacent to the Sound, before they had been fertilized.

“Many thousands of acres of rich bottom land, through which meandered beautiful brooks and
rivers, sending abroad through the land their life giving branches, as well as many isolated vales,
among the hills, were favorable locations, but lay dormant because they were so inaccessible; neither
were they safe for a home lying so remote from settlements.”*

“We longed for spring, that we might make a garden, having been so long without vegetables or
fresh fruit.

“Mr. Judson split out a fine lot of fir and cedar rails and fenced off a goodly portion of our
preemption right of three hundred and twenty acres of land [given by the Federal government to the
settlers] for a garden and orchard.”*

“The fencing for the garden and orchard being finished, it was necessary for Mr. Judson to
hasten off to Oregon for his cattle....”*

Mr. Judson having returned with his cattle, the writer continues: “Our earthly possessions now
consisted of one yoke of oxen, wagon, cow and calf, and a squatters’ right to three hundred and
twenty acres of wild land enriched with an unlimited supply of gravel--and we began to consider
ourselves quite “plutocratic” [nicely fixed].”*

The garden did not do well, which was a “great disappointment to us, more especially as we were
expecting our friends from the east in the fall. However, we were far from starvation, for game was
plentiful, although I remember when a kind neighbor who had raised a good garden in the creek
bottom gave me a few potatoes, | bedewed them with tears of joy as | carried them home in my
apron.

“Another kind friend gave me a fine ‘dominic’ hen and rooster, and I raised a beautiful brood of
‘yellow-legged dominics.’ I was very proud of my fancy poultry.

“Eggs at that time were worth one dollar a dozen, and had the gravel on our place been turned
into grain we would have, in a short time, made our fortune.”*

“We had been settled in our home but a short time, when one day the little old Indian chief
surprised us by appearing before our door with his dogs...and [his wives]. [He] set them to building
their wigwam close by the spring--claiming the land as his ‘illihee.’

“We were much perplexed, but, after talking the matter over, concluded that it was no more
than justice that they should be allowed to build their homes wherever they pleased, and we would
not interfere with them.

“How could they realize they were trespassing on our rights, when no doubt this spring [beside
the Judson’s cabin] had been one of their favorite camping places and hunting grounds, as well as
that of their forefathers for generations.

41 Phoebe Goodell Judson, 4 Pioneer’s Search for an Ideal Home: A Book of Personal Memoirs, P. 97.
42 Phoebe Goodell Judson, 4 Pioneer’s Search for an Ideal Home: A Book of Personal Memoirs, P. 98.
43 Phoebe Goodell Judson, 4 Pioneer’s Search for an Ideal Home: A Book of Personal Memoirs, P. 99.
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“The earth with its haunts, and trails, had been as free for them to roam, hunt and fish as the air
they breathed, and we, in reality, were the interlopers.

“Mr. Judson, however, prevailed upon them to build their lodges below, instead of above, the
spring.”*

BLACK PIONEER GEORGE WASHINGTON IS FORCED TO SELL HIS CLAIM
George Washington’s livelihood was threatened by two white speculators who were his guests
they filed a claim and included Washington’s prime land at Corban’s Landing as their own
George’s foster parents James and Anna Cochran came to his aid
since they had not yet claimed land in their own names, they hurried to Oregon City
and claimed 640 acres along the Skookumchuck River
Cochran’s claim included Washington’s twelve acres which he sold to them for $200
once the Cochran family had lived on their claim for four years
they could sell it back to their foster son
while the Cochran’s held the claim George Washington did the farming

SAINTE MARIE DE WILLAMETTE ACADEMY IN ST. PAUL, OREGON CLOSES
Sainte Marie de Willamette Academy was founded by six Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
as a girl’s school at St. Paul, Oregon [1844]
written records show that the site where the Sisters lived served a dual function
as a religious and educational facility and as a homestead
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur ran the academy for nine years before leaving the Willamette Valley
and moving their school to San Jose, California
where it opened as Notre Dame High School -- 1853
(Sainte Marie de Willamette Academy remained vacant for eight years until it was taken over
by the Sisters of the Holy Names [1861]

VIOLENCE AGAIN ERRUPTS IN SOUTHERN OREGON
Settlers and miners of the Rogue River Valley were sadly deficient in arms and ammunition
many having traded their arms to the Indians
who were much better equipped for war than their white neighbors
rifles and revolvers had displaced the bow and arrow and the war club for the Indians
Rogue River sub-chief called Taylor by the whites was especially hated -- spring 1853
he roamed the country around about Grave Creek, a northern tributary of Rogue River,
he killed seven whites during a winter storm and reported them drowned
he committed other violent acts on small parties passing over the local road
it was believed t white women were being held as prisoners among the Indians near Table Rock
fueled by vague reports of the captivity of two white girls near Klamath Lake

OREGON LEARNS OF THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES VOTES A NEW TERRITORY
News the U.S. House of Representatives had passed the Organic Act reached Olympia -- early April
size of the favorable vote, 128 to 29, made the Olympia Columbian confident

46 Phoebe Goodell Judson, 4 Pioneer’s Search for an Ideal Home: A Book of Personal Memoirs, P. 107-108.
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the bill would soon receive U.S. Senate approval

Columbia’s publisher stated: “No longer in the hands of go-betweens, we have become ... ‘a
people’ within ourselves”

commenting on the name change from “Columbia” to “Washington” Territory the paper
noted: “Although Washington is not the name with which we prayed that our infant might be
christened, yet it is certainly a very beautiful one. Nevertheless this novelty has met with some
distaste among many of our citizens, whilst with others it met with enthusiastic applause. It will be
remembered that our Memorial prayed for the name ‘Columbia’ -- this the House refused to grant
us. Be it so. Even if the name ‘Columbia’ had our preferences, we would not cavil (quibble) at a
name when principles are at stake. It is a mere difference in taste, and the people of northern
Oregon are not sticklers for trifles.”*’

CAMP DRUM BECOMES FORT DALLES
Name of Fort Drum [established 1850] was changed to Fort Dalles
by Commanding officer Brevet-Major Benjamin Alvord -- April 1853
this became possible because the U.S. government changed the size requirement for a fort
from a ten-mile-square (ten miles by ten by ten by ten) area to a one-mile-square area
Major Alvord created a one square mile military reservation
he wanted to ensure the fort was entitled to at least a full mile square
even though the post had never been surrounded by a stockade or fortified
New buildings were designed for the fort by Louis Scholl
under the direction of Captain Thomas Jordan
Availability of riverfront land allowed for civilian development of the town of The Dales
which began to expand

NORTHERN ROUTE OF THE TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILROAD SURVEY IS ORGANIZED
Not content with being Washington Territorial Governor and Superintendent of Indian Affairs,
Isaac Stevens also lobbied for the job of organizing and leading a government survey party
to explore the northern route for a proposed wagon and transcontinental railroad
this was to be a military route used by the army to quell potential Indian problems
and also as a path for pioneers to follow into the west
Newly-commissioned Governor of Washington Territory Isaac Ingalls Stevens
was assigned by Secretary of War Jefferson Davis to survey a Northern route -- April 8, 1853
this was to be suitable for building transcontinental railroad, telegraph line and a wagon road
from the Missouri River to the Columbia River and Puget Sound
under Congressional authority an expedition made up of engineers and explorers
led by Washington Territory Governor and Superintendent of Indian Affairs Isaac Stevens
was organized near St. Paul, Minnesota
Stevens commanded the largest and most elaborate of the survey expeditions
Congress appropriated $40,000 for the northern survey

47 The Literary World, Volume 13, P. 109.
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123 men, many of them U.S. Army Topographical Engineers, were to carry out the task
Stevens faced the most difficult tasks of any of the survey parties
they were to detail the geographical and topographical character of the country
much of the vast distance between St. Paul and Puget Sound had not been examined
since Lewis and Clark had crossed the continent [1804-1806]
there was a good probability of mountain passes receiving heavy snowfalls (in early autumn)
which made speed essential
Governor Isaac Ingalls Stevens spent the next three months organizing the expedition

PLAN FOR THE NORTHERN SERVEY EXPEDITIONS
Governor Stevens, himself, would lead the Eastern Division of the Northern Survey expedition
Stevens procured the appointment of twenty-seven-year-old Captain George Brinton McClellan
to serve as his principal aide and lead the Western Division
McClellan was known during the Mexican War as “Little Mac”
he had struck Stevens as “brave, intrepid, efficient, and devoted to duty”*
(Stevens would later revise this estimate downward)
Captain McClellan was to do the actual surveying
he would explore the Cascade Range to find a mountain pass
where a telegraph line, wagon and railroad route could be constructed
he was instructed to “use every exertion” to rush his work through to completion
in time for the 1853 immigration (during the coming autumn)
Lieutenant Rufus Saxton would be responsible for establishing a supply base
he was ordered to assemble supplies at Columbia Barracks on the Columbia River
and establish a depot in the Bitterroot Valley (in what is now western Montana)
Another young soldier assigned to conduct surveys through the Rocky Mountains
was twenty two year old Lieutenant John Mullan

LIEUTENANT JOHN MULLAN -- MILITARY ENGINEER ASSIGNED TO MCLELLAN’S UNIT

Among the U.S. Army Topographical Engineers was a small, dark-haired young lieutenant

named John Mullan
U.S. Army Engineer Mullan was just a year out of West Point

he was anxious to prove his mettle as a military trained engineer

he and the others in the assigned survey crew boarded boats

which they took to Fort Benton (Montana) at the headwaters of the Missouri River

Lieutenant Mullan’s thoroughness and exacting nature

assured the U.S. Army Topographical Engineers would succeed in their effort

CAPTAIN GEORGE B. McCLELLAN, U.S. ARMY ENGINEERS, SETS OUT TO DO HIS DUTY
To save time Governor Stevens dispatched U.S. Army Engineer Captain George B. McClellan
several U.S. Army Topographical Engineer officers, two companies of the U.S. Fourth Infantry
and thirty civilians directly to Columbia Barracks
where they were to begin their survey the northern Cascades

48 David Lavender, Land of Giants, P. 289.
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for a wagon road, transcontinental railway and telegraph line
McClellan had ample assistance to carry out his assignment
they journeyed by ship to the isthmus of Panama which they crossed
then continued aboard the steamer Columbia to San Francisco
before reaching Columbia Barracks
also on the Columbia were Customs Collector John Adair
and his nephew U.S. Marshall J. Patton Anderson
In the meantime Governor Stevens explored across the Great Plains
and through the Rocky Mountains
McClellan was to meet Steven’s Eastern Division between the Rocky Mountains and The Cascades

JAMES LONGMIRE MAKES PREPARATIONS IN “ST. JO” TO TRAVEL THE OREGON TRAIL

St. Joseph, Missouri had been one of the marshaling points along the Missouri River for ten years

there independent travelers and small clusters of pioneers gathered
to join caravans large and small for the journey across the continent

James Longmire noted that while in St. Jo he “bought eight yoke of oxen and a large quantity of
supplies and proceeded in wagons along the river to Cainsville, now Council Bluffs, and camped. As
it was yet too early to start on our long journey, the grass not grown sufficient to feed our oxen along
the routes, we decided to remain for several weeks and make some preparations for another start. |
bought a carriage and span of horses for $250, which Mrs. Longmire and the children were to use as
far as the road would permit. I also got a sheet-iron stove, which with utensils for cooking, only
weighed twenty-five pounds, but which proved a real luxury, as we were thus able to have warm
biscuits for breakfast whenever we chose, besides many other delicacies which we could not have by
camp fires. For the stove, | paid $12, though to us it proved almost invaluable. At Cainsville, I stood
guard at night for the first time in my life, in company with [John] Van Ogle, who was also camped
here, preparatory to going to Puget Sound. It was dark one evening when | finished the feeding of
my cattle, so I could not see the person who spoke in a fine, childish voice, saying, ‘Is there a man
here by the name of Longmire?’ I thought it must be a boy, judging by his voice, and told him that
was my name, whereupon he introduced himself as John Lane. A man of whom | had often heard,
but never had seen; a tall man, well-built, with a smooth, boyish face, and fine squeaking voice,
much out of keeping with his great body. He invited me to his camp nearby, where | met his brother-
in-law, Arthur Sargent, and his family. After some conversation, we made arrangements to continue
our journey together. While here, we met a young man by the name of lven Watt, who was anxious
to cross the plains. | engaged him to drive one of my ox teams, and found him an excellent help at
various times when obstacles met us which seemed hard to overcome. His friend, William Claflin,
hired to Mr. Sargent to assist his son [Nelson] and Van Ogle with Sargent’s ox team.”*

JANES BILES LEADS A WAGON TRAIN TO THE WEST
James Biles was chosen Captain of a major 1853 wagon train
he was assisted by William R. Downey, Bartholomew Baker, Charles Biles and Nelson Sargent
they left Independence, Missouri on their 2,000 mile six-month crossing
to the Pacific Ocean -- April 15, 1853

49 David Klausmeyer Twodof, Oregon Trail Stories: True Accounts of Life in a Covered Wagon, P. 96-97.
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As was often the case on the long transcontinental journey,
personnel of a wagon train changed constantly when the original caravan was joined
by late arriving new-comers and other travelers dropped out or died along the route

PEOPLE OF WASHINGTON TERRITORY LEARN OF THEIR NEW STATUS
Information concerning President Millard Fillmore’s signing the Washington Organic Code
which created Washington Territory did not reach Olympia
and the newspaper Columbian until April 15, 1853
(notice of the appointment of Major Isaac I. Stevens as Governor
was not received in Washington Territory until May)

OLYMPIA’S COLUMBIAN REPORTS THE GOOD NEWS OF TERRITORIAL STATUS
“The Territory of Washington is a fixed fact. Henceforth northern Oregon has an independent
existence, and a destiny to achieve separate and distinct from that of her southern neighbor. She has
been baptized by the Congress into a new name -- a name Glorious and dear to every American
heart. Everywhere, throughout the length and breadth of the Territory the news will be received
with joyful acclamations. The separate organization which the citizens of northern Oregon with
earnestness, and, may we say, entire unanimity, have ardently wished and labored for, has been
triumphantly achieved.” -- Dateline April 30, 1853
Having accomplished its good work, the Olympia Columbian was sold
by Thornton F. McElroy and James W Wiley to Edward Furste -- 1853
newspaper’s name was changed to the Pioneer and Democrat
and became the mouthpiece for the Democratic Party in Washington Territory

WASHINGTON TERRITORY GOVERNOR ISAAC INGALLS STEVENS JOURNEYS WEST
Governor Steven’s party left Washington City on their expedition West -- May 9, 1853
Governor’s first duty was to identify possible northern railroad and wagon routes
through the Rocky Mountains and into the new territory
Stevens had written his own orders: “...examine the passes of the several mountain ranges,
the geography and meteorology of the whole intermediate region, the character, as avenues of trade
and transportation, of the Missouri and Columbia rivers, the rains and snows of the route, especially
in the mountain passes, and in short to collect every species of information bearing upon the
guestion of railroad practicality, moreover, to give great attention to the Indian tribes, as their
friendship was important and bore directly upon the question both of the Pacific railroad and the
safety of [the] party.”°
Governor Stevens was to report directly to Secretary of War Jefferson Davis

CHANGE OF OREGON TERRITORY GOVERNORS
With the end Whig President Millard Fillmore’s term of office
came an end to the terms of his Oregon Territory appointments
Democrat President Franklin Pierce had been in office two months
when Oregon Territorial Governor Whig John P. Gains Territorial was replaced

%0 James A. Crutchfield, It Happened in Washington, P. 41-42.
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Oregon Territorial Delegate to Congress Joe Lane, spokesman for the Democrat “Salem Clique,’
was named “Acting-Governor” of Oregon Territory -- May 16, 1853
this was his second stint a territorial governor
Governor Lane led the movement to replace the unpopular Governor Gains with a Democrat
undeterred by the past hostilities of the Oregon electorate John Gains chose to stay in Oregon
where he remarried and settled on a farm just outside of Salem, Oregon

OREGON TERRITORY RECEIVES A PERMANENT TERRITORIAL GOVERNOR
Oregon Territorial Governor Lane served as for three days until May 19, 1853
during this time he remained in Washington City lobbying the president
to appoint his good friend -- Oregon Democrat George Law Curry
who had served as the third editor of the Democratic Oregon Spectator
Lane secured the appointment of Curry as Oregon Acting-Governor
Democrat Franklin Pierce appointed Democrat activist Territorial George Law Curry
Governor of Oregon Territory -- May 19, 1853 (he served until [December 2], 1853
Curry was the former editor of the Oregon Spectator and was the founder of the Free Press
Oregon Territorial Delegate to Congress and former General Joe Lane returned to Oregon Territory
he began his trip to the West -- this time bringing his family along -- May 26, 1853

VIOLENCE ERRUPTS ALONG THE ROGUE RIVER
Rogue River sub-chief Taylor continued to harass the miners and settlers along the Rogue River
he was hunted down by a party from Jacksonville, Oregon
excited by what they knew, and even more by what they imagined,
Taylor and three other Indians were hanged -- June 1, 1853
Marauders then went to Table Rock to rescue the alleged captive white women
finding none they fired into a native village killing six
then went on their way to get drunk and boast of their brave deeds
this atrocity was celebrated by the editor of the Yreka Herald who opined:
“Let our motto be extermination,” “and death to all opposers”°*

INDIAN AGENT JOEL PALMER REACTS TO THE ROGUE RIVER ATROCITIES
Newly appointed Superintendent of Indian Affairs Joel Palmer had only one agent working for him
agent Samuel H. Culver was dispatched with a group of men originally organized
to build a road over the Cascade Mountains
while the U.S. Fourth Infantry was stationed in the Pacific Northwest it was so scattered
that no companies were within reach of the Rogue River region

MEEKER BROTHERS DECIDE TO SETTLE ON McNEIL ISLAND
Ezra and his brother Oliver explored the Puget Sound region looking for suitable land to homestead
they decided to settle on McNeil Island® -- June 1853

51 Hubert Howe Bancroft, History of the Pacific States of North America, P. 312.
52 Daryl C. McClary, Essay 5238, HistoryLink.org, April 17, 2003.
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Meekers established their homestead on the eastern shore across from Steilacoom
McNeil Island had an abundance of building materials and soil adequate for farming
but the necessary three mile crossing by rowboat from Steilacoom made it very remote
supplies were hard to obtain and the Meekers’ social life was nonexistent
(After about a year, Ezra Meeker moved his family to Steilacoom and he became a merchant)

SEATTLE OPENS ITS FIRST HOTEL
Mary Ann Boyer was born in Bucks County, Pennsylvania [1821]
at age thirty met and met and perhaps married Captain David W. “Bull” Conklin
who commanded a whaling ship in the waters of Russian America (Alaska)
after a falling out, Captain Conklin unceremoniously deposited Mary Ann Conklin
in Port Townsend and sailed away to Alaska -- 1853
Mary Ann Conklin moved to the tiny village of Seattle
Captain Leonard Felker of the brig Franklin Adams carried a pre-fabricated building
to Seattle in the hold of his ship
he purchased land from David S. “Doc” Maynard at 1% Avenue South and Jackson Street
he erected a two-story frame building on that site
it was the first in Seattle with milled clapboard sides, an imported southern pine floor,
and lath-and-plaster walls and ceilings
Somehow Mary Ann Conklin became the boss of Felker’s hotel
she ran an efficient business with clean sheets, good food and no-nonsense attitude toward guests
her salty language in English, French, Spanish, Chinese, Portuguese and German
was legendary -- she was known locally and along the West coast as “Mother Damnable”
Felker’s establishment became known as “The Conklin House,” or “Mother Damnable’s”
Mary Ann Conklin, Mother Damnable, provided meeting rooms
she charged the Territorial government $25 for the use of one of her rooms as a “court room”
and $10 for rooms occupied by jurors
once a prosecuting attorney made the mistake of asking for a receipt
she threw a few sticks of stove wood at him in reply
Mary Ann Conklin diversified her hotel business by adding a brothel on the upper floor
with her new vocation apparent she became known near and far as “Madam Damnable”

JAMES BILES WAGON TRAIN INCREASES IN NUMBER
When the James Biles wagon train approached South Pass their numbers increased to 175 people
as smaller trains joined with them
first company to join the original train was led by James Longmire
next company to join was led by George H. Himes
Crossing the Continental Divide was described by James Longmire: “We crossed the Rocky
Mountains at South Pass, according to instructions given in “Horn’s Guide Book For Emigrants,”
which we had carefully observed during our trip. It gave minute instructions as to proper camps,
roads, the crossing of streams, where to find good water and grass, and other information which we
found of great value, as our experience afterward proved. Some days after crossing the mountains
our party was increased by the families of Tyrus and [Emeline] Himes, the (parents) of George
Himes of Portland, Oregon, and Judson Himes of EIma, and Mr. [John] Dodge, who settled, on their
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arrival here, on Mima prairie. All went smoothly till we crossed Bear River Mountains, and, feeling
some confidence in our camp judgment, we had grown somewhat careless about consulting our
guide book, often selecting our camp without reference to it. One of these camps we had good cause
to remember. | had gone ahead to find a camp for noon, which was on a pretty stream with
abundance of grass for our horses and cattle, which greatly surprised us, as grass had been a scarce
article in many of our camps. Soon after dinner, we noticed some of our cattle beginning to lag and
seem tired and some of them began to vomit. We realized with horror that our cattle were poisoned,
so we camped at the first stream we came to, which was Ham’s Fork of Bear River, to cure if
possible our poor sick cattle. Here we were eighty or a hundred miles from Salt Lake, the nearest
settlement, in such a dilemma. We looked about for relief. Bacon and grease were the only antidotes
for poison, which our stores contained. We cut bacon in slices and forced a few slices down the
throats of the sick oxen, but after once tasting it the poor creatures ate it eagerly, thereby saving
their lives, as those that did not eat it (cows we could spare better than our oxen) died next day. The
horses were none of them sick. Had we consulted our guide before, instead of after camping at the
pretty spot, we would have been spared all this trouble, as it warned travelers of the poison existing
there. This event run [sic] our stock of bacon so low we were obliged to buy more, for which we
paid 75 cents per pound, and 50 cents per pound for butter, which we bought of Mr. Melville, one

of our party.”®

MORE UNITS OF THE U.S. FOURTH INFANTRY ARRIVE IN WASHINGTON TERRITORY
Major Granville Owen Haller and Brevet-Major C.H. Larned sailed from New York
around Cape Horn aboard the U.S. store ship Fredonia to join with the Fourth Infantry
under Major Gabriel J. Rains stationed at Columbia Barracks
Major Granville Owen Haller, Brevet-Major C.H. Larned arrived safely in Washington Territory
after completing a seven month voyage -- June 1853
After a brief rest at Columbia Barracks
Major Larned led two Companies of the U.S. Fourth Infantry to Fort Steilacoom
where he took command of the post
Major Haller proceeded to Fort Dalles, Oregon with two Companies of men

LIEUTENANT WILLIAM SLAUGHTER IS TRANSFERRED TO FORT STEILACOOM
(Lieutenant William Alloway Slaughter arrived at Columbia Barracks [1852]
born in Kentucky and educated at West Point, Lieutenant Slaughter
possessed an indomitable spirit
although he suffered from seasickness every day that he was at sea or shipboard in port
he had sailed from the East coast to California -- out and back and out again
his bride of less than a year, Mrs. Mary [Wells] Slaughter,
accompanied him on his second voyage to California)
Lieutenant Slaughter was transferred to Fort Steilacoom along with his wife Mary -- 1853
they quickly became part of the social scene at the fort and in the tiny village
Mary Slaughter ran the Officers Mess at the post
William Slaughter surveyed and platted the township

53 Oregon Pioneer Association, Transactions of the [1%]-56™ Annual Reunion, P. 337-338.
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for Lafayette Balch’s part of Steilacoom Slaughter eventually owning thirty-two lots
as a member of the Masons he was one of the original group
who successfully petitioned to form a lodge in Steilacoom [founded in 1854]

ULYSSES S. GRANT REMAINS POSTED AT COLUMBIA BARRACKS

Ulysses S. Grant had arrived at Columbia Barracks with the members of the U.S. Fourth Infantry

under Major Gabriel J. Rains [1852]

Captain Ulysses S. Grant served as Quartermaster at Columbia Barracks
Delia B. Sheffield (young wife of another soldier) described Captain Grant in 1853
as he struggled with his garden: “Captains Grant and Wallin leased a tract of land from
Mr. W. Nye, situated about a mile from the post, along the Columbia river, intending to raise a crop
of potatoes on part of it, and seed the remainder to oats. The two officers ploughed the ground and
planted that portion of it nearest the river with potatoes.

“Passing this field one day, in the early spring, I saw Captain Grant, with his trousers tucked in
his boots, sowing oats broadcast from a sheet tied about his neck and shoulders. Captain Grant
worked thus in the hope of realizing a profit from his crop which would enable him to bring his wife
and family out to live with him. His pay as Captain was not sufficient to meet his expenses, and this
was the cause of the farming venture. It was, however, a sad failure; the river overflowed and killed
most of their potatoes....”>*

Grant in discussing fate of Indians during his assignment at Columbia Barracks noted:

“The Indians along the lower Columbia as far as the Cascades and on the lower Willamette
died off very fast during the year | spent in that section, for besides acquiring the vices of the white
people they had acquired also their diseases. The measles and the smallpox were both amazingly
fatal. In their wild state, before the appearance of the white man among them, the principal
complaints they were subject to were those produced by long involuntary fasting, violent exercise in
pursuit of game and overeating.

“Instinct more than reason had taught them a remedy for these ills. It was the steam bath.
Something like a bake-oven was built, large enough to admit a man lying down. Bushes were stuck
in the ground in two rows about six feet long and some two or three feet apart; other bushes
connected the rows at one end. The tops of the bushes were drawn together to interlace and confined
in that position; the whole was the plastered over with wet clay until every opening was filled. Just
inside the open end of the oven the floor was scooped out so as to make a hole that would hold a
bucket or two of water. The ovens were always built on the banks of a stream, a big spring or pool of
water.

“When a patient required a bath, a fire was built near the oven and a pile of stones put upon it.
The cavity at the front was then filled with water. When the stones were sufficiently heated, the
patient would draw himself into the oven; a blanket would be thrown over the open end and hot
stones put into the water until the patient could stand it no longer. He was then withdrawn from his
steam bath and doused into the cold stream near by. This treatment may have answered with the
early ailments of the Indians. With the measles or smallpox it would kill every time.

54 James A. Crutchfield, It Happened in Washington, P. 44-45.
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“During my year on the Columbia River the smallpox exterminated one small remnant of a
band of Indians entirely and reduced others materially. | do not think there was a case of recovery
among them until the doctor with the Hudson’s Bay Company took the matter in hand and
established a hospital. Nearly every case he treated recovered. The decimation among the Indians |
knew of personally, and the hospital established for their benefit was a Hudson’s Bay building not a
stone’s throw from my own quarters.”®

INDIANS OF THE ROGUE RIVER REGION RETIALIATE
As could be expected natives living in the vicinity of the Rogue River
responded to the exploits of the Jackson marauders
settlements were attacked and blood flowed
Volunteer companies quickly gathered up the isolated families and patrolled the country
settlers petitioned Captain Bradford Alden in command of U.S. Fourth Infantry
at Fort Jones in Scott Valley, California asking for arms and ammunition
Alden immediately responded by sending twelve men to their aide
small company of volunteers was formed under Isaac Hill
they obtained arms and ammunition from Fort Jones, California and kept guard at Ashland
Raiding, murdering and raping began once again by both sides
vengeance and retaliation increased by both races against the other -- late spring 1853
clashes between non-treaty Indians and roving bands of whites continued
with short pauses for gold-seeking
on several occasions friendly natives and settlers suffered from misunderstandings
two Indians accused of murder traveled to a reservation
before the Reservation Indians turned them over to the local authorities to be hanged

ARMY REINFORCEMENTS TRAVEL TOWARD SOUTHERN OREGON
Oregon Territory Governor George L. Curry requested District Commander Major Gabriel J. Rains
then in command of the Fourth U. S. Infantry at Columbia Barracks
supply the threatened Southern Oregon settlers with arms and ammunition
this request was promptly granted
Major Rains provided a howitzer, rifles and ammunition to assist in subduing
Southern Oregon Indians but the army suffered from a shortage of troops to escort the equipment
Recent West Point graduate Second Lieutenant A.V. Kautz, on his first military campaign,
was placed in charge of six artillerymen and a twelve-pound howitzer
with wagons of rifles and cartridges and a good supply of cannon ammunition
they started from Columbia Barracks bound for the conflict
Governor Curry believed a larger escort was necessary and called for volunteers
a company of seventy-five men was quickly raised in Salem, Oregon
James W. Nesmith was commissioned its captain
Nesmith marched his volunteers to Albany, Oregon where they joined Lieutenant A. V. Kautz
and his six regulars at Albany, Oregon to assist with guarding the howitzer, rifles and ammunition
this combined party proceeded southward

55 W. Storrs Lee, Washington State, P. 137.
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WASHINGTON TERRITORIAL GOVERNOR ISAAC INGALLS STEVENS BEGINS HIS SURVEY
Governor Stevens was to survey a northern transcontinental railroad route and wagon road
between the 47" and 49™ parallel as far as Puget Sound
he expected to examine a northern segment of country 2,000 miles long and 250 miles wide
and reach Washington Territory before winter
as was his custom he wasted little time
reaching St. Louis he started his supplies up the Missouri River by keelboat
Territorial Governor Stevens hurried to St. Paul where he would begin his survey assignment
Stevens’ 143 men including eleven U.S. Army Topographical Engineers officers
and a staff of scientists and artists who gathered information about the topography,
geography, flora, and fauna identifying several unknown species along the route
were divided into several detachments -- each with its own assignment
Stevens and his survey expedition left St. Paul, Minnesota -- June 6, 1853
they traveled west through the Dakotas, (Montana and Idaho)
throughout the summer they mapped and charted their way west

MORE INCIDENTS TAKE PLACE ALONG THE ROGUE RIVER
Settler Isaac Hill while protecting Ashland from threatening Indians
attacked a group of natives five miles from Ashland killing six -- June 7, 1853
surviving Indians fled for their lives
Business was suspended in the Rogue River Valley
every available man started out to hunt Indians
retaliating against local Rogue River and other Indians who were generally innocent

CALIFORNIA ORGANIZES VOLUNTEERS TO MEET THE CRISIS
More than two hundred California men were formed into two companies
overall command was given to Captain Bradford Alden from Fort Jones
Yreka, California organized an additional eighty volunteers under Captain Goodall
While there were plenty of volunteers, supplies and equipment remained a problem
Captain Alden appointed a board of military commissioners
to serve as a general department of supply
Captain Alden learned the Indians had gathered in force near Table Rock
he planned an attack for the night of [June 11]
however, in the meantime he learned the Indians were conducting raids throughout the valley
Away rushed the volunteers to the defense of their homes without waiting for officers or orders
roving parties of white men scoured the countryside for several days
Sam, the war chief of Rogue River, approached the volunteer camp and offered battle

OREGON TERRITORY GOVERNOR CURRY SENDS HELP TO THE ROGUE RIVER
Oregon Territory Governor George L. Curry received a courier from Ashland
requesting military assistance
Lieutenant-Colonel Benjamin Bonneville at Fort VVancouver was contacted
arrangements were made for rifles, ammunition and a howitzer to be delivered -- June 15, 1853
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Second Lieutenant A.V. Kautz led his six Fourth Infantry artillerymen
and their twelve-pound howitzer, wagons loaded with rifles, cartridges
and ammunition for the cannon on the difficult march leading through Umpqua Canyon
up and down mountain trails made slippery by recent rains
Kautz’s troops were accompanied by Captain James W. Nesmith’s forty Salem volunteers
other militia officers were 1% Lieutenant L.F. Grover, 2" Lieutenant W.K. Beale,
surgeon J.D. McCurdy and J.M. Crooks orderly sergeant

CAPTAIN ALDEN MOUNTS AN ATTACK AGAINST THE ROGUE RIVER INDIANS
Captain Bradford Alden gathered together his forces
and marched to attack the enemy -- June 15, 1853
He approached a bushy canyon five miles north of Table Rock but there were no Indians present
following their trail was very difficult as the Indians set fire to the forest behind them
wiping out their trail and filling the air with smoke and heat
marching forward was dangerous

ROGUE RIVER INDIANS ARE DISCOVERED ON EVANS CREEK
Yreka volunteers continued their search for Indians
they discovered a group of natives on Evans Creek -- morning Junel7, 1853
since there were only twenty-five volunteers they returned to their camp for supplies
once in camp a messenger was sent to headquarters for reinforcements
Before other volunteer companies arrived
Rogue River Indian Chief Toquahear (later known as Sam) conducted an attack
advancing along the gullies and behind the willows, the Indians opened fire killing two
volunteers retreated as rapidly as possible to the safety of a pine ridge a quarter of a mile away
but they were outflanked and surrounded
fight continued for three and a half hours -- four volunteers were killed and four wounded
when more volunteers arrived on the scene the Indians broke off the engagement -- June 17
hostile Indians gathered in a large body and withdrew northward toward the Umpqua River
chiefs Ahs-er-ka-her (later known as Jo), Togquahear (Sam), Anachaharah (Jim) and John
were brothers and the principal leaders of the Indians
they were aided by such young and vigorous warriors as George and Lympe

FEDERAL OFFICIALS ARRIVE IN WASHINGTON TERRITORY
U.S. Marshall J. Patton Anderson and his bride Etta (Henrietta) aboard the steamboat Columbia \
arrived in Astoria, Oregon -- end of June 1853
he was the second federal official to arrive in Washington Territory
after Associate Justice O.B. McFadden who had formerly been a justice in Oregon Territory
Andersons arrived at Astoria with just one dollar -- not even enough to pay to unload their luggage
and paper money was useless on the Pacific coast anyway
Anderson threw the dollar into the Columbia River and began to whistle to keep up his courage
just then an officer he had not seen before asked him if Colonel Anderson was in the crowd
Anderson introduced himself and learned the officer was Lieutenant Rufus Saxton
Lieutenant Saxton Rufus Saxton of the U.S. Army Topographical Engineers
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produced a large envelope from the Secretary of the Interior
instructing Anderson to immediately take a census of Washington Territory
the envelope also contained a Treasury draft for $4,000 to defray Anderson’s expenses
Lieutenant George B. McClellan also reached Astoria, Oregon on the Columbia River
on board the steamboat Columbia
he was leading the Western Division of the Northern Survey expedition
McClellan’s orders from Washington Territory Governor Isaac Stevens noted
beginning from Columbia Barracks he was: “...to fix the line of the road, especially
through the Cascade Mountains, and to perform such work on the most difficult portions as will
enable the immigrants to render the route practicable by their exertions, detaching a suitable person
as guide and director, to meet them at Walla Walla.”
further, they were to “operate in the mountains until they are thoroughly explored
or till driven away by the snow”>®
in addition to surveying the Northern Pacific Railroad route, McClellan was also assigned
to build a Military Road from Fort Walla Walla over the Cascades to Fort Steilacoom

EFFORT IS MADE TO LINK FORT STEILACOOM BY ROAD WITH FORT WALLA WALLA
Military effort to construct a road from Pierce County and into Eastern Washington began again
Byrd Mill Road, as it was known, left road Fort Steilacoom passed American Lake
and ran through (present-day Ponders and McChord)
before turning eastward to (McMillan) in the Puyallup Valley
Byrd Mill Road then turned north to Elhi Hill and continued eastward toward (today’s Buckley)

it followed the White River to the Greenwater River until it linked with the very rough
“citizen’s road” up Naches Pass and continued across Eastern Washington Territory

NEWSPAPER OREGON STATESMAN CHANGES TOWNS
Asahel Bush’s Democratic Oregon Statesman moved from Oregon City to Salem -- June 28, 1853

where the newspaper became the Salem Statesman
but still served as the mouthpiece of the Democrat “Salem Clique”
which continued to direct political events in Democratic Oregon Territory

Salem Statesman’s policy became broader and even more liberal

LIEUTENANT GEORGE B. McCLELLAN ARRIVES AT COLUMBIA BARRACKS
Lieutenant McClellan’s Western Division of the Northern transcontinental survey effort

reached Columbia Barracks -- July 3, 1853

where spent a leisurely three weeks assembling men and equipment

for the tasks of road building and surveying

McClellan’s command was increased to sixty-five men and 173 horse and mules

this was more than ample assistance to conduct the road surveying operations
Lieutenant McClellan and Captain Grant, Columbia Barracks Quartermaster,

were acquainted from the Mexican War
while at Columbia Barracks Grant and McClellan developed a friendship

% Thomas W. Prosch, United States Army in Washington Territory, “Washington Quarterly”, Volume II, P. 120.
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both soldiers were destined for fame
Quartermaster Grant worked diligently to assemble the horses and supplies McClellan needed
including 173 head of livestock -- far more than necessary or advisable for the purpose
but before the task was finished Grant began drinking
which annoyed and offended “Little Mac” a great deal
although transportation was soon arranged,
McClellan never forgave Grant for the dereliction of duty and personal slight
Little Mac decided he did not have enough men for both road building and for surveying
he solved his dilemma by improperly awarding a few civilian construction contracts
from then on he ignored the road building assignment -- which was never done correctly
his surveying efforts proved to be equally inadequate

OLYMPIA EXPRESS COMPANIES PROVIDE A LINK WITHIN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST
John G. Parker and Henry D. Colter began carrying mail and light packages on horseback
Parker, Colter, and Company Express with headquarters in Olympia was founded -- 1853
company shipped parcels to and from Portland
(this company lasted eighteen months until Colter absconded with thousands of dollars
Parker, Colter, and Company Express was succeeded by Stuart’s Express)
which operated between Portland and Olympia[1854])
Smith’s Express (later Lambert and Smith’s Express) also was organized -- 1853
to carry local packages between Olympia and Alki Point on Puget Sound
These local express companies helped Oregon’s territorial population to break down
some of the isolation in which it found themselves

THIRD STEAM SAWMILL ARRIVES ON PUGET SOUND
(Andrew J. Pope aboard the clipper schooner L.P. Foster
and Captain William C. Talbot on the fifty-ton sailing schooner Julius Pringle
left from East Machias, Maine for the Pacific Coast
Talbot captained the Julius Pringle by way of Cape Horn to San Francisco
and on to Puget Sound)
Captain Talbot reached the Strait of Juan de Fuca’s Discovery Bay
he anchored the Julius Pringle off the Olympic Peninsula
Captain Talbot hired Cyrus Walker to take an Indian canoe into Puget Sound
Walker and his Indian guides paddled past Henry Yesler’s new steam sawmill at Seattle
going as far as Vashon Island
Captain Talbot set out on the Julius Pringle to explore Hood Canal
looking for the best site for a steam-powered sawmill
he noted that Port Ludlow was an ideal location for a mill
but another mill operation, Captain William F. Sayward and John R. Thorndyke,
had taken that location
Talbot spotted a sandspit at the mouth of Port Gamble and judged it, too, to be ideal
this spit had room enough for a mill and other buildings
plentiful supplies of “Oregon Pine” (Douglas fir),
and the spit sheltered sailing ships from the prevailing winds
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local Native Americans called the spit Teekalet meaning “brightness of the noonday sun”
Captain Talbot established a stream sawmill at Port Gamble -- Puget Mill Company -- July 1853

PUGET MILL COMPANY CONSTRUCTION BEGINS
Captain William C. Talbot had brought dressed lumber from East Machias, Maine
for the construction of buildings to house his steam-powered sawmill, Puget Mill Company
He landed ten men at the mouth of Port Gamble on Teekalet Spit -- July 1853
they built a bunkhouse, a cookhouse which were then roofed with local shakes
and a store to trade with the natives and settlers
foundation timbers for the saw mill came from trees at the head of the bay
but further construction had to await the arrival of the steam-powered sawmill equipment
being delivered from East Machias, Maine by his business partner Josiah Keller

ISSUE OF SLAVERY ARISES AGAIN IN OREGON TERRITORY
Colonel Nathaniel Ford had brought his slaves Robin and Polly Holmes and their three children
when he came to Oregon Country [1844]
Ford had promised them their freedom but did not deliver on his pledge
Robin Holmes sued Ford in civil court to free his family
on the grounds that slavery was illegal in Oregon Territory [1852]
no Territorial Justice was available to hear the case so the issue remained unsolved
Oregon Territorial Chief Justice George Henry Williams was nominated by President Franklin Pierce
to replace Chief Justice Thomas Nelson -- 1853
eleven months after Robin Holmes’ case was filed Chief Justice Williams heard the evidence
he ruled Robin Holmes and his family were free because slavery did not and could not exist
in Oregon Territory -- July 13, 1853
this decision seemed obvious and was accepted as final

AMERICAN COMMODORE MATTHEW PERRY ATTEMPTS TO OPEN TRADE WITH JAPAN
Commodore Perry, “The Father of the Steam Navy,” commanded four steam frigates
from Norfolk, Virginia bound for Japan [July 8, 1852]
Japan at this time was isolated from all trade by order of the Emperor of Japan
Hermit Empire, as it was known, traded only with China and the Dutch
through the Portuguese port of Macao using fragile vessels not able to withstand heavy seas
Sailing under a white flag, Perry attempted to intimidate the Japanese by presenting them a letter
warning that if they resisted America’s offer to trade they would be attacked
Perry’s fleet landed (at today’s Yokosuka) -- July 14, 1853
after delivering his message he left for the Chinese coast
with a promise to return to accept a reply
Japan remained closed to the outside world

LIEUTENANT GEORGE B. McCLELLAN BEGINS HIS RAILROAD SURVEY
Lieutenant McClellan and his men set out from Columbia Barracks -- July 18, 1853
they explored the country from to the Lewis River
then past Goose Lake into the Trout Lake Valley where they established
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what they called Camp Hool-hool-se south and slightly west of Trout Lake
from this camp five snow-covered mountains could be seen:
Rainier, St. Helens, Adams, Hood and Jefferson
they had traveled ninety-three miles
McClellan's company of men camped for one night in the Klickitat River Valley
at what they called Camp Chequos
they were following the little used trail known as Klickitat Pass
which ran south of Mt. Adams and Mt. St. Helens, crossing the valley into Camas Prairie
Soon they became entangled in the dense old growth timber and underbrush
that blanketed the moist western slopes of the Cascade Mountains
to make their passage easier, McClellan’s survey party crossed to the eastern side of the Cascades
where ancient cedar and fir trees gave way to open forests of pines
they investigated such places as the Yakima and Wenatchee valleys of the Columbia River
they eventually reached the foot of Lake Chelan

BENJAMIN BONNEVILLE RETURNS TO THE PACIFIC COAST
Ben Bonneville, military officer, explorer, trapper and mountain man first visited Fort VVancouver
while on leave of absence from the United States Army [1834]
He returned to Columbia Barracks (the former Fort Vancouver)
as Lieutenant-Colonel Benjamin Louis Eulalie De Bonneville
of the U.S. Fourth Infantry -- July 1853
Ben Bonneville had been made famous by the writings of Washington Irving
Adventures of Captain Bonneville: History Made Man [1837]
and a two volume version: The Adventures of Captain Bonneville, U.S.A.,
in the Rocky Mountains and the Far West [1837]
Since his last visit to the region Americans taken control from British Hudson’s Bay Company
had established Oregon Country and created Oregon Territory
settlements had become towns and steamboats delivered goods on a regular schedule
there was even the beginning of a survey for a transcontinental railroad

LIEUTENANT RUFUS SAXTON AND HIS MEN ARRIVE AT FORT WALLA WALLA

Lieutenant Rufus Saxton of the U.S. Army Topographical Engineers had assembled supplies

at Columbia Barracks with the help of Quartermaster Captain Ulysses S. Grant
Lieutenant Saxton and his pack train, packers and military escort followed the Oregon Trail

along the south side of the Columbia River

they arrived at the Hudson’s Bay Company’s Fort Walla Walla -- July 27, 1853
there they were visited by Peu-Peu-Mox-Mox, a chief of the Walla Walla Tribe,
who pledged his friendship to the whites and offered his help to them along their way

LIEUTENANT SAXTON LEAVES FORT WALLA WALLA TO ESTAB LISH A SUPPLY DEPOT
As the territorial governor worked his way westward up the Missouri River,
Lieutenant Rufus Saxton, left Fort Dalles with a pack train

57 Jack Nisbet, Essay 8594, HistoryLink.org, May 23, 2008
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headed for the western Montana Bitterroot Valley to establish a supply depot for the survey
his packers and equipment were guarded by a military escort
of two officers and eighteen soldiers U.S. from the Fourth Infantry5®

LIEUTENANT RUFUS SAXTON CONTINUES HIS JOURNEY TO THE MISSOURI RIVER
Rufus Saxton of the U.S. Army Topographical Engineers had been ordered to establish a depot
in the Bitterroot Valley of the Rocky Mountains
he learned that the most direct trail across the mountains to the Bitterroot Valley
was too arduous for his pack animals so he set off on an alternate route
by way of the Spokane and Clark Fork rivers
guided by veteran fur trader Antoine Plante, the party left the Walla Walla valley
Lieutenant Saxton and his pack train began their journey through a landscape
that would become very familiar -- July 30, 1853
midsummer heat in the arid country was so fierce that the men remained in camp the next day,
then marched through the night to reach the Snake River
As they made camp opposite the mouth of the Palouse River,
about fifty Palouse and Nez Perce Indians arrived in full war costume to hold a grand war talk
they had heard a rumor that American soldiers were coming to take possession of their home
Lieutenant Saxton gave the Native Americans assurances of the peaceful nature of his journey
Indian delegation accepted gifts and watched the soldiers of the military escort
display the firepower of their Colt and Sharpe’s rifles

COLUMBIA BARRACKS BECOMES FORT VANCOUVER

Lieutenant-Colonel Benjamin Louis Eulalie de Bonneville was in command of the post

when the name was changed by the U.S. Army
Columbia Barracks was designated Fort VVancouver once again
this name change took place -- July 30, 1853 [until 1879]

Ben Bonneville was ordered to survey and map the 640 acre military installation
he cheerfully began the assignment -- surveying and map making were tasks he did well
he was so efficient in laying out the post that his plan of buildings is still in use today

LIEUTENANT RUFUS SAXTON’S PARTY IS AIDED BY THE INDIANS®®
Palouse and Nez Perce tribesmen loaded their canoes with the Americans’ packs and baggage
and ferried them across the Snake River
while the soldiers swam the horses and mules -- August 2, 1853
Marching northwest from the mouth of the Palouse River for three and a half days,
Saxton’s pack train reached the Spokane River -- August 6
there they met Chief Garry of the Spokanes who spoke “tolerable English”
as he had been educated in Canada by the Hudson’s Bay Company
Spokanes had also heard reports that soldiers were coming to make war
but they were happy to receive peace offerings from the “Great Father at Washington”

%8 Jack Nisbet, Essay 8594, HistoryLink.org, May 23, 2008.
%9 Jack Nisbet, Essay 8594, HistoryLink.org, May 23, 2008
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Lieutenant Saxton left three crippled horses in the care of Chief Garry before he continued eastward
for his rendezvous with Washington Territorial Governor Isaac Stevens

OREGON’S ROGUE RIVER INDIANS BECOME BELIGERANT
Different groups of Indians inhabited the Rogue River Valley in southern Oregon
they assumed a hostile attitude -- August 1853
along the main-traveled route, extending from Cow Creek on the north,
in a southerly direction to the Siskiyou Mountains
several settlers and miners were murdered
nearly all of the buildings for a hundred miles were burned

STEAMBOAT WALLAMET IS BUILT TO SERVE THE UPPER WILLAMETTE RIVER
Mississippi River style steamer Wallamet was designed by Capt. John McCrosky and associates
John T. Thomas was the builder of Wallamet, as well as many other steamers
Wallamet was launched at Canemah, Oregon -- August 11, 1853
there were now four steamboats serving the upper Willamette River
linking Canemah and Corvallis
This 150-foot long side-wheeler with a twenty-three foot beam had a hold five feet deep
she had two high pressure steam engines
each engine was a single cylinder with a fourteen inch-inside diameter cylinder
driving a piston sixty inches long
Wallamet featured twin smokestacks placed forward of the pilot house
there were sixty staterooms in the boat’s upper saloon and she could carry 400 tons of freight
(however, she made little money and was sold to California interests)

INDIANS RAID WILLOW SPRINGS, OREGON
In retaliation for the [June 7] killings carried out by settler Isaac Hill’s men and other random attacks
bands of Shasta and Rogue River Indians continued raiding Jacksonville, Oregon settlements
settlers kept retaliating against local non-nomadic Indians who were generally innocent.
Growing tired of the unfair attacks, the local non-nomadic Indians joined together
they attacked a party of five travelers on the immigrant road
at Willow Springs (near today’s Medford, Oregon) -- August 11, 1853
William T’ Vault, who had survived the Coquille Massacre [September 14, 1851], escaped
but two others in the party were killed and several cabins were burned

JACKSONVIILLE, OREGON SETTLERS SEND TO FORT JONES FOR HELP
In response to the southern Oregon settlers call for help after the attack at Willow Springs
Captain Bradford R. Alden marched north from Fort Jones, California

with a detachment of twenty men of the U.S. Fourth Infantry

on the way north he picked up a company of volunteers in Yreka, California
led by Jacob Rhodes

in Jacksonville Captain Alden added three companies of Jackson County volunteers
led by captains Robert L. Williams, John S. Miller and John Lamerick
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JOE LANE ARRIVES WITH A SMALL FORCE FROM ROSEBURG, OREGON
Oregon’s Territorial Delegate to Congress former-General Joe Lane
arrived in the Rogue River Valley
at the request of local citizens he assumed control of the body of Rogue River Valley volunteers
that was formed for the defense of the settlers -- August 13, 1853
Oregon Territorial Governor Curry had already commissioned Joe Lane a brigadier-general
but James W. Nesmith, who had not yet arrived, carried the commission
at the time this commission was unknown to those in the Rogue River Valley
Joe Lane was joined by U.S. Fourth Infantry Captain Bradford R. Alden and his twenty soldiers
accompanied by Jacob Rhodes’ Yreka volunteers
and Robert L. Williams, John S. Miller and John Lamerick
three companies of Jackson County volunteers
Joe Lane’s combined force established their headquarters at Camp Stuart
(near present-day Manzanita, Oregon)
where preparations were undertaken to hunt down the Indians

GENERAL JOE LANE PURSUES THE INDIANS
Joe Lane, now with his rank of “General” in place, took command of the Oregon Territory volunteers
he directed the Jackson County volunteers to proceed up Evans Creek to a designated rendezvous
Oregon volunteer companies under John Lamerick and John S. Miller were the first to move out
they hoped to trap the Rogue River Indians responsible for the deaths at Willow Springs
Simeon Ely led a twenty-two men detachment who found Chief Sam (Toquahear)
on Evans Creek fifteen miles north of Table Rock -- August 17, 1853
Ely sent a messenger to Camp Stuart for help and retired to an open meadow
between two willow-lined streams that flowed into Evans Creek
Chief Sam had seen Ely’s volunteers and maneuvered his warriors into the willows for an attack
Rogue River Indians killed two of Ely’s men in the first volley at Evans Creek Meadows
Ely retreated 500 yards to a pine-covered ridge where the fight went on for three hours
finally, Jacob Rhodes’ California volunteer company arrived and Chief Sam broke off the fight
but he had captured eighteen horses and mules, along with blankets, guns and ammunition
Rogue River Indians had only a few wounded
volunteers lost six men killed and four more were wounded, including Simeon Ely
General Joe Lane made camp at the eastern base of a rock ridge
between Evans Creek and a small stream farther up the Rogue River
where he was joined by California volunteers under James P. Goodall
and Oregon volunteer companies under Captain Robert L. Williams

STEAMBOAT BELLE OF OREGON CITY IS CONSTRUCTED FOR THE LOWERWILLAMETTE
Belle of Oregon City, or simply Belle as she was generally known, was notable
because everything, including her machinery was of iron that had been worked
at the Oregon City ironworks owned by Thomas V. Smith
iron-hulled side-wheeler Belle of Oregon City was launched -- August 18,1853
Captain W.B. Wells and Captain Richard Williams co-owned the steamboat
Every morning at 7:30 she would leave the warehouse at the base of Willamette Falls
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she reached the Oregon City dock by 8:00 a.m. next stopping at Milwaukie at 8:30 a.m.
Belle reached Portland at 9:30 a.m.
Belle steamed back downriver, reaching Willamette Falls again by 4:00 p.m.
(She was the longest lived of the pioneer boats on the Columbia River before being scrapped [1869]
while a good boat she was no substitute for the speed and comfort of the departed Lot Whitcomb

BELLE OF OREGON CITY PLYS THE COLUMBIA RIVER
Belle of Oregon City provided cargo and passenger service on Willamette River
joining Oregon City, Milwaukie and Portland four days a week
But three days a week she ran up the Columbia River to the Lower Cascades
passengers traveling upriver would disembark at the Lower Cascades
travel on Bradfords’ Cascade Railway along the Columbia’s north bank
then board the steamer Mary bound upriver for the head of navigation at The Dalles

BATTLE AT EVANS CREEK TAKES PLACE
After Simeon Eli’s fight at Evans Creek Meadows, a search for Chief Sam’s Rogue River band
was undertaken until scouts reported finding the Indian trail -- morning August 24, 1853
aroad from General Joe Lane’s camp to the trail was made
by cutting a passage for the horses through a thicket
General Lane led Jacob Rhodes’ Yreka volunteer company from Camp Stuart
accompanied by Captain Bradford R. Alden and twenty U.S. Fourth Infantrymen
and James P. Goodall’s California volunteers who proceed on foot along the trail
as they searched up Evans Creek by way of Table Rock they passed over
broken country enveloped in clouds of smoke from fires set by the Indians
Chief Sam’s Rogue River Indians also felled trees as they went to delay their pursuers
Jackson County volunteers John S. Miller and John Lamerick
led their companies of men from Camp Stuart down the Rogue River
to the mouth of Evans Creek -- then turned upstream
General Joe Lane found the Indians’ trail and continued north up Evans Creek
at the headwaters of the creek General Lane and Captain Bradford R. Alden reached the Indians
there were about 200 Indians led by Rogue River Indian chiefs Sam (Toquahear),
Jo (Apserkahar) and Jim (Anachaharah) defending a log-and-thicket fortification
Captain Alden led a frontal attack as Jacob Rhodes circled from the flank -- August 24, 1853
Indians learned they were discovered only when Alden’s command fired into their camp
although completely surprised they put up a vigorous resistance
their camp was fortified with logs and they were well supplied with ammunition
to get at the natives it was necessary for Alden to charge through dense thickets
an operation both difficult and dangerous
as the terrain offered many opportunities for ambush
Alden’s men got no closer than thirty yards before gunfire halted them
several volunteers went down, including Captain Alden
(his wound would cause him to resign the following month)
General Joe Lane riding along the very broad trail in advance of his men heard gun fire and voices
his troops were halted on the summit of the ridge where they were ordered
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to dismount in silence and tie their horses -- preparations for a fight were begun
General Lane waited for the rear guard to come up -- he intended to lead them into action
General Joseph Lane renewed the assault on the Indians’ fortified camp
he found U.S. Fourth Infantry Captain Bradford R. Alden severely wounded
lying in the arms of a sergeant
driving the Rogue River Indians from their camp Joe Lane led a vigorous pursuit
in the murky light of forest fires set by the Indians he overtook and attacked the natives
in a rough, mountainous and heavily timbered region
when he was within thirty yards of the enemy
he was struck by a rifle-ball in his right arm near the shoulder
he put a crude bandage on the wound and conducted the fight for another three hours
Indians and whites were so close together that they could easily converse
volunteer Captain Pleasant Armstrong, an old and respected pioneer of Yamhill County,
was shot through the heart and died instantly
John Scarborough and Isaac Bradley also were Killed
five other attacking volunteers were wounded
Charles C. Abbe subsequently died of his injuries
Rogue River Indians had lost fifteen killed and thirteen wounded

ARRANGEMENTS ARE MADE FOR A PEACE CONFERENCE
Rogue River Indians desired peace and called out for a parley -- evening August 24, 1853
General Joe Lane ordered a suspension of firing
Robert B. Metcalfe and James Bruce were sent into the Indians’ lines to learn what they had to say
when told that their former friend Joe Lane was in command the Indians asked for an interview
this request was granted

GENERAL JOE LANE VISITS THE ROGUE RIVER INDIAN CAMP
Concealing his wounded arm under his coat, Joe Lane entered the Indian camp
General Lane found many wounded
they were burning their dead as if fearful they would fall into the hands of the enemy
General Lane was met by his namesake Chief Jo, and his brothers Sam and Jim,
who told him their hearts were sick of war
after a long meeting it was finally agreed that there should be a cessation of hostilities
both parties should return to the neighborhood of Table Rock
on the north side of the Rogue River Valley
Indians said they would meet Joe Lane in seven days at Table Rock, give up their arms,
make a treaty of peace and place themselves under the protection
of the Indian superintendent who should be present at the council
an armistice should exist until Superintendent of Indian Affairs General Joel Palmer
could be sent for to negotiate a treaty
Joe Lane agreed, taking a son of Jo as hostage
Both whites and Indians marched back slowly over the same trail, encumbered with their wounded,
each group keeping a vigilant watch on the other
General Lane returned to the volunteer encampment at the place of the morning’s dismounting
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where the wounded were being cared for and the dead were being buried

OREGON VOLUNTEERS ARRIVE TOO LATE TO ENTER THE FRAY
John E. Ross, colonel of the Jackson County volunteers, had a difficult time
marching another company of Jacksonville volunteers to the scene of battle
when they arrived too late to participate they were disappointed
they would have renewed the fight if General Joe Lane had not restrained them
For two days the camps of the volunteers and Indians were less than four hundred yards apart
but the truce remained unbroken
during this time Indian women brought water for the wounded soldiers and volunteers
there was no mention of such humane conduct on the part of the whites
armistice continued intact so far as the military and volunteer units under General Lane
and the Indians under Jo, Sam and Jim were concerned

BOTH INDIANS AND WHITES MOVE TO THE LOCATION OF THE PEACE TALKS
Both General Joe Lane and his advisories moved to Table Rock
where talks were to be held -- August 26, 1853
both groups appeared confident as they slowly moved toward the council grounds
however, both sides covertly kept a close eye on the other
Rogue River Indians selected a strong and almost inaccessible position on a high piece of ground
directly under the perpendicular cliffs of Table Rock
at night the Indian campfires could be plainly seen
as the natives looked directly down on the soldiers and volunteers
General Lane made his camp in the valley about one mile from the Indian position and in plain view
this encampment became known as Fort Lane
as the wounded men had to be moved fifteen miles to General Lane’s camp
Rogue River Indian men helped serve as litter bearers
Lane supposed 700 warriors were camped above him on the side of the bluff below Table Rock
Joe Lane remained in his Table Rock camp and awaited the arrival
of Superintendent of Indian Affairs Joel Palmer and Indian Agent Samuel H. Culver
who were authorized by the federal government to write treaties with the Indians

GENERAL JOE LANE’S ARMITICE WITH THE ROGUE RIVER INDIANS IS BROKEN

After the Evans Creek fight, plans for further talks between the two adversarial groups

kept the peace intact
Without General Joe Lane’s knowledge Elias A. Owens led a company of Oregon volunteers

in search of hostile Indians further down the Rogue River

they lured five or six Grave Creek Band of Rogue River Indians to a council
where they were disarmed them, tied up and shot -- August 28, 1853

enraged Indians gathered up more of their people and burned cabins along Jump Off Joe Creek
Owens and his volunteers continued south along the Rogue River to Long’s Ferry

(near present-day Grants Pass, Oregon)

there, the Indians jumped them and killed three volunteers
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HOSTILTIES IN THE ROGUE RIVER REGION CONTINUE
General Joe Lane’s Oregon volunteers under Captain Robert L. Williams
killed twelve Indians on Grave Creek when under a pledge of peace
he got the Indians into his camp and shot them all -- Williams lost one man
Williams also surprised a party of Indians on Applegate Creek
he convinced them to lay down their weapons and shot eighteen

WASHINGTON TERRITORIAL GOVERNOR STEVENS CONTACTS THE PLAINS INDIANS
As he crossed (today’s Montana) Isaac Stevens dedicated his time to his new obsession
making arrangements for treaty talks with the Indians -- late August 1853
He used as his model the council that had been held near Fort Laramie two years before [1851]
by mountain man and Indian agent Thomas “Broken Hand” Fitzpatrick
where the Indians had agreed to allow passage rights to the whites
and to stay within carefully delineated tribal boundaries
thus ending the incessant warfare
Stevens hoped to drive the same bargain along the anticipated transcontinental railroad route
further, he hoped to reach an agreement with the Blackfoot and Flatheads that Fitzpatrick missed
to carry out his goal, Stevens scheduled a great intertribal council for the next summer [1854]
although he had not sought authorization to do so from the Indian Department
As he proceeded West he conducted preliminary talks with every native band he could reach
very quickly he achieved an inflated idea of his abilities as an Indian manager

JAMES BILES WAGON TRAIN MEETS WALLA WALLA INDIANS
Family of Tyrus Himes was camping in the Blue Mountains with other emigrants
Chief Peu-Peu-Mox-Mox (or Yellow Serpent) the great chief of the Walla Wallas
accompanied by a number of braves dressed in fringed and beaded buckskins
and feathered war bonnets,
they rode into their camp and were attracted to the wagon of Mr. Himes
regarding the great chief James Longmire noted: “The chief of the Walla Wallas Peu-peumox-
mox (sic) or Yellow Serpent, a very important person who rode, with the dignity of a king, a large
American horse, a beautiful bay, with holsters on his saddle, and a pair of navy revolvers. He was a
large, fine looking Indian, fully aware of his power as a chief....”%°
Peu-Peu-Mox-Mox became infatuated with the pretty, curly haired, strawberry-blond little girl
who was under the care of her older brother George
watching the child for some time, the chief and his warriors mounted their horses and rode away
Next morning hundreds of Indian ponies were seen around the hills close by
immigrants soon learned the Indians were there by order of Peu-Peu-Mox-Mox
to trade for the little fair-haired baby
Great chief’s offer was rejected
upon leaving with his braves, the Chief of the Walla Wallas was heard to say
“Nika tum-tum, wake skookum” meaning his heart was not strong, or he was weak and sick
this rejection demonstrated proof of the great chief’s honor

% Qregon Pioneer Association, Transactions of the [1%]-56" Annual Reunion, P. 341.
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he easily could have massacred the wagon train and taken his coveted prize, but he did not

JAMES LONGMIRE WAGON TRAIN SPLINTERS FROM THE BILES WAGON TRAIN
At the Umatilla River, Longmire led thirty-one wagons
as they struck out for Fort Walla Walla (today’s Wallula, Washington) -- 1853
Longmire’s party decided to immigrate over the Cascade Mountains directly to Puget Sound
rather than continuing down the Columbia River to Fort VVancouver
as the usual route required taking flatboats down Columbia River from Fort Walla Walla
portages were made where necessary before arriving at Fort VVancouver
where Indians were hired to canoe the settlers to Puget Sound
Longmire and his immigrants hoped to find a “guide and director” waiting at Fort Walla Walla
left for them by Captain George B. McClellan as he had been instructed by Congress
(in fact, McClellan failed to discharge his road building duties -- no guide had been left)

JAMES P. FLINT SUFFERS AN ACCIDENT
After eighteen months plying the waters of the Columbia River between the Cascades and Portland
steamboat James P. Flint crashed into a rock opposite Multnomah Falls and sank
while in command of Captain George Coffin -- September 1853
no lives were lost but the steamboat was abandoned
(she was raised, equipped with the engines out of the Columbia and renamed the Fashion)

STEAMBOAT FASHION PROVIDES SRVICE ON THE COLUMBIA BELOW THE CASCADES
James P. Flint was raised from the waters of the Columbia River near Multnomah Falls
Daniel F. and Putnam F. Bradford equipped her with the engines out of the tiny Columbia
James P. Flint was rebuilt and was renamed the Fashion
Bradford & Company’s Fashion continued to provide steamboat service
where the James P. Flint left off -- 1853
Lawrence White Coe, the son of first postal agent in the Northwest Nathaniel Coe,
had come to Oregon Territory (in [1852]
he served as purser aboard the Fashion
(later he made a name for himself as a steamboat builder, operator and captain)

SETTLERS CONFRONT A PARTY OF MAKAH INDIANS
New Dungeness was visited by a large group of Makah Indians in their canoes
they camped on the sand spit at the entrance to the harbor
with them was an Indian who had Killed Albert Pettingill
near Port Townsend (the previous spring)
Clallam Indians informed the local settlers of the presence of the murderer
six pioneers who were in the neighborhood met and sent for reinforcements
one of the pioneers was sent to talk with the Indians and demand the killers’ surrender
when he arrived in the camp the Makahs refused to deliver up him
they challenged the white men to battle
when three additional whites arrived the nine men attempted to enter the Indian camp
they were fired upon and firing followed from both sides
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two Indians were killed and two wounded
one white man slightly hurt by a musket ball in the next
darkness put an end to the engagement which was conducted in canoes,
Indians dispersed, the murderer going to Port Townsend

SUPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS JOEL PALMER ARRIVES IN SOUTHERN OREGON
Superintendent of Indian Affairs Joel Palmer who had replaced Superintendent Anson Dart
and Indian Agent Samuel H. Culver arrived at the Rogue River -- September 1853
Palmer was authorized by the United States Government to negotiate treaties with the Indians
Palmer was trying desperately to write a new series of treaties
that would suit both Congress and the Indians of the Northwest
Table Rock looked like an opportunity to deal with Oregon’s most troublesome tribe
Second Lieutenant A.V. Kautz and his six Fourth Infantry artillerymen escorted the Indian Agents
they delivered a twelve-pound howitzer accompanied by a company of Willamette Valley men
Captain A. J. Smith also arrived from California with the troops of U.S. First Dragoons Company C

GENERAL JOE LANE MEETS WITH THE ROGUE RIVER INDIANS
General Lane believed he now had sufficient force to confront the Indians
his whole command was anxious and willing to fight, but General Lane
had pledged to the Indians that an effort should be made to reestablish peace
Rogue River Indians asked for a council
General Lane met with the Rogue River Indians -- September 4, 1853
arrival of the howitzer did a great deal to awe the natives into submission
Indians had become aware of the approach of the howitzer several days before
they said it was a “hyas rifle” that took a hatful of powder for a load
and would shoot down a tree
it was an object of great terror to the Indians -- they begged not to have it fired
Through negotiations General Joe Lane called for a peace council to be held
date for the council to be held in the Indian camp was set for [September 8]
it was agreed General Lane would be accompanied by ten unarmed men
preliminary talks would be held to complete arrangements

JAMES W. NESMITH DISAPPROVES OF THE COUNCIL TERMS
Captain James Nesmith arrived in General Lane’s camp with forty Salem volunteers
he told General Lane that he did not like the terms agreed to for the treaty talks
he said that he had traveled this country for five years
and he had fought these same Indians before
they were notoriously treacherous and earned the designation of “Rogues”
by never allowing a white man in their power to escape
Nesmith said he knew the Rogues better than the General did
it was criminal folly for eleven unarmed men to place themselves voluntarily
within the power of well-armed hostile Indians in their own secure camp
General Lane listened to the protest and replied that he had agreed to the terms of the meeting
and would keep his word -- if Nesmith was afraid he could remain behind
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Nesmith responded that he was as well acquainted with fear as the General
Nesmith would accompany him to what he believed would be their slaughter

GENERAL JOE LANE HOLDS A PRELIMINARY MEETING WITH THE ROGUE RIVER INDIANS
Lane met with the Rogue River Indians preliminary to peace talks -- September 5, 1853
General Lane was accompanied by Superintendent of Indian Affairs Joel Palmer,
Captain A. J. Smith of the U.S. First Dragoons Company C,
L.F. Grover of Nesmith’s Salem Volunteers and others -- all well-armed

ELEVEN BRAVE MEN FACE THE ROGUE RIVER INDIANS IN PEACE TALKS
General Joe Lane, with customary fearlessness, set out for the Council -- morning September 8, 1853
he brought ten additional unarmed men with him including
Superintendent Joel Palmer and Indian Agent Samuel P. Culver
U.S. First Dragoons Company C Captain A. J. Smith and Adjunct L. F. Mosher,
Fourth Infantry Second Lieutenant A.V. Kautz with soldiers R. B. Metcalf and J. D. Mason
California volunteer John E. Ross, Oregon volunteer James W. Nesmith
and T. P. Tierney who spoke Chinook Jargon and acted as guide and interpreter
After riding a couple of miles across the level valley they came to the foot of the mountain
where it was too steep for horses to ascend -- they dismounted and hitched their horses
With a great deal of effort they scrambled for half a mile up over huge rocks and through brambles
then found ourselves in the Indian stronghold just under the perpendicular cliff of Table Rock
they were surrounded by seven hundred well-armed hostile warriors
all in their gorgeous war paint and feathers
as James W. Nesmith later noted: “Captain Smith had drawn out his company of
dragoons, and left them in line on the plain below. It was a bright, beautiful morning, and the
Rogue River Valley lay like a panorama at our feet; the exact line of dragoons, sitting statue like
upon their horses, with their white belts and burnished scabbards and carbines, looked like they
were engraven upon a picture, while a few paces in our rear the huge perpendicular wall of the
Table Rock towered, frowningly many hundred feet above us.”®

TREATY TALKS WITH THE ROGUE RIVER INDIANS BEGIN
Superintendent of Indian Affairs Joel Palmer, General Joe Lane and other unarmed men
entered the Rogue River Indian camp on one of the prominent mesa formations
Talks began but the writing of a treaty became unduly complicated
an initial “Treaty of Peace,” was agreed to
and signed by the significant participants -- September 8, 1853
Terms of the agreement were harsh for the Rogue River Indians:
they were bound to reside permanently in a place to be set aside for them;
they were to give up all firearms to the Indian agent placed over them
except for seventeen rifles to be kept for hunting;
they were to receive an annual annuity from the federal government for their lands

81 The Council at Table Rock, 1853, Reminiscences of Senator James W. Nesmith and General Joseph Lane. [Oregon
Historical Society Quarterly, VII, 190), P. 217.
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but they must pay out of that sum an indemnity for property destroyed by them
if they went to war with the settlers they would forfeit all of their annuities;
they were to notify the agent of other tribes entering the Rogue River Valley with warlike intent
and assist the settlers in expelling them;
they were to apply to the Indian agent for redress whenever they suffered any grievances
at the hands of the white people;
+in short, they gave up their entire independence
and become wards of a government of which they knew nothing

JAMES LONGMIRE WAGON TRAIN LEAVES FORT WALLA WALLA
Preparations were completed at the post and Longmire noted construction of a raft was finished
crossing the Columbia River began -- 2 o’clock in the afternoon September 8, 1853
by sunrise the next morning the crossing was complete except for the animals
Indians were sought to drive the cattle and horses across
Nelson Sargent was the only man who could speak Chinook Jargon
but not well enough to make a bargain with the Indians
Fort Walla Walla’s agent hired Indians for the wagon train to swim their stock across
Indians were paid $18 for their service and they brought up twenty-five canoes
they formed in line below the crossing and the cattle and oxen were driven into the water
they swam safely across to shore
Next came the horses
when the herd was about in the middle of the river the treacherous Indians laid down their oars
they made signs which demanded more money
meanwhile the horses were drifting down stream to where high bluffs rose on either side
they could not possibly land at that location
when more money was provided, they took up their oars at once and paddled across
safely landing the horses

ADDITIONAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS ARRIVE IN WASHINGTON TERRITORY
Arriving by ship were Chief Justice Edward Lander, Territorial Secretary C.H. Mason
and Attorney General J.S. Clendenin and his family -- September 1853

SECOND TREATY IS SIGNED WITH THE ROGUE RIVER INDIANS
At the second treaty meeting conducted at Table Rock -- September 10, 1853
long speeches were made by General Joe Lane and Superintendent Joel Palmer
these were translated twice: first by James Nesmith into Chinook Jargon
then by a Rogue River native into their language
the same procedure was followed with each reply -- but in reverse
double translation of each long speech made communication tedious
extremely limited vocabulary of Chinook Jargon allowed for none of the subtleties
necessary to communicate legal ideas, terms and understandings
During the talks a young Indian came running into camp stark naked
he was perspiring freely from his great exertion
after a short tirade he threw himself on the ground exhausted
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his speech created a great clamor among his tribe
After the usual translation process was finished, General Lane was informed
white men on Applegate Creek under the command of California volunteer Captain Owen
captured an Indian known as Jim Taylor that morning
they tied him to a tree and shot him to death
Turmoil and confusion among the Indians immediately became intense
an Indian interpreter warned James W. Nesmith that Rogue Indians
were talking of treating them the same way
some Indians gathered ropes
others drew the skin covers from their guns and removed the ramrod from the muzzle

EVASIVE ACTIONS ARE ATTEMPTED
There could be a volley of fire from the Indians at any instant
James Nesmith explained in a few words to Joe Lane what the interpreter had told him
he explained to the others using words not easily understood by the interpreter
they should not huddle together but rather “disperse” and “segregate”
All of the whites remained calm
they separated from one another and moved closer to the warriors
so any general firing would have been nearly as fatal to the Indians as to the whites
this action removed the temptation the group as a whole presented
General Joe Lane invited the Indians to lay down their weapons and join the Council
Lane’s demeanor was composed and deliberate
Lane took the precaution of communicating a plan with friendly Klickitat Chief Quatley
Quatley and a few of his tribesmen moved close the principal Rogue River Indian chief
General Lane sat on a log his bandaged arm in a sling with his mouth rigidly compressed
his eyes flashed his fierce countenance
Captain A. J. Smith, who was prematurely gray-haired, leaned on his saber
he looked anxiously down to his orderly line of U.S. First Dragoons in the valley below
his squadron looked beautiful, but they could not be of assistance
Nesmith hiding a sharp hunting knife under his shirt sat down on a log close to the Rogue chief
he kept one hand near its handle determined to make use of it if firing started
In a few moments as the tension increased, General Lane stood up and spoke slowly but distinctly
he began: “Owens who has violated the armistice and killed Jim Taylor, is a bad man. He is
not one of my soldiers. When | catch him he shall be punished. I promised in good faith to come to
your camp, with ten other unarmed men to secure peace. Myself and my men are placed in your
power; | do not believe that you are such cowardly dogs as to take advantage of our unarmed
condition. I know that you have the power to murder us, and you can do so as quickly as you please,
but what good will our blood do you? Our murder will exasperate our friends and your tribe will
be hunted from the face of the earth. Let us proceed with the treaty, and in place of war, have a
lasting peace.”®
As General Joe Lane continued to speak in this vein the excitement gradually subsided

62 The Council at Table Rock, 1853. Reminiscences of Senator James W. Nesmith and General Joseph Lane, “Oregon
Historical Society Quarterly,” VII, 1907. P. 219-220.
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when Lane promised to give fair compensation in shirts and blankets for the deceased Jim Taylor
the crisis passed

TABLE ROCK TREATY IS SIGNED
Superintendent of Indian Affairs Joel Palmer signed a second agreement,
this one was titled “The Treaty for Sale of Lands” -- September 10, 1853
this amounted to two translations of the same document
this agreement was also signed by Jo (Apserkahar), Sam (Toquahear), Jim (Anachaharah),
John and Lympe
witnesses were Joseph Lane, Augustus V. Kautz, James W. Nesmith, R.B. Metcalf,
John (Indian interpreter), J.D. Mason and T.P. Tierney
Joel Palmer’s treaty was unique in that it did not herd the Indians off their ancient land
rather, this treaty let them retain full sovereignty over a “reserved” portion of their native home
and granted them certain hunting and fishing rights even in the ceded portions
this became the model for future Indian negotiations throughout the Northwest
Eleven very brave men made their way among the rocks down to where their horses were tied
they mounted and returned to the squadron of dragoons
Captain A.J. Smith galloped up to his squadron and gave a brief order
as the bugle sounded the squadron wheeled and trotted off back to camp
Rays of the setting sun reflected from the summit of Table Rock
as General Joe Lane and his party rode back across the valley

TERMS OF THE TABLE ROCK TREATY DO NOT FAVOR THE INDIANS
Under the Treaty for Sale of Lands all the country claimed by the Rogue River Indians was given up
except 100 square miles on the north side of the Rogue River
between Table Rock and Evans Creek
only ten or twelve square miles were arable land
the remainder being rough and mountainous
United States agreed to pay $60,000 for the whole Rogue River Valley
after deducting $15,000 for the losses of property by settlers
$5,000 of the remaining $45,000 was to be spent on agricultural implements, blankets,
clothing, and other goods deemed conducive to the welfare of the Indians
payments would be made in sixteen installments of $2,500 in clothing, blankets,
farming utensils, stock and such other articles
as would best meet the needs of the Indians [beginning September 1, 1854]
further the U.S. Government agreed to build a dwelling not to exceed $500 each
for the three principal chiefs as soon as practical
after the treaty was ratified by the U.S. Senate
when the Indians were removed to their permanent reserve
new buildings of equal value should be constructed for the three chiefs,
and $15,000 additional should be paid to the tribe in five annual installments
beginning after the previous sixteen installments had expired
other articles were added to the treaty:
Indians were bound to protect the agents or other persons sent to live with them
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by the United States Government;

*Indians were to refrain from harassing any white person passing through their reserves;

*it was agreed that no private revenges or retaliations should be indulged in by either side
chiefs should, on receiving a complaint being made by the Indian agent,

deliver up the offender to be tried and punished under United States law;

Indian complaints of any violation of law by white men against them

would result in the perpetrator suffering the penalty of the law
Under the terms of the treaties the Rogue River Indians would receive “benefits they did not want,
could not understand and were better off without”®

PUGET SOUND SETTLERS ATTEMPT TO BUILD A ROAD OVER NACHES PASS
Pioneers in the newly created Washington Territory believed too many settlers
traveled over Sam Barlow’s toll road to Oregon City or down the Columbia to Fort Vancouver
before turning toward the Willamette Valley
more settlers were needed in Washington and the overflow from the south did not provide enough
For many years when hunting Indians followed a trail between the Yakima Valley and Puget Sound
they crossed the Cascade Mountains over Naches (sometimes Nahchess or Nachess) Pass
early settlers had also crossed the Cascades using that pass but only on foot or horseback
used a trail carved out of the dense forest by migrating animals and improved by Indians
pioneers for some time pushed for construction of a wagon road over Naches Pass
nothing had been accomplished -- or even seriously attempted
in spite of Captain George B. McClellan and his orders
Puget Sound settlers, frustrated by the lack of action from Washington City
employed typical pioneer regional enthusiasm to attempt to a build a road
linking Steilacoom with Fort Walla Walla (today’s Wallula, Washington)
road builders from Olympia and Steilacoom headed by Edward Allen of Olympia
went to Naches Pass to carve a road across the Cascades from the summit to Puget Sound
Leschi, a Nisqually sub-chief, had the largest horse herd on the Nisqually Prairie
he offered a dozen horses to help with the project
he asked how much the settlers were being paid and was told all of the others were volunteering
he agreed to donate the use of his animals
Quiemuth, Leschi’s brother, also went along to lead a pack train

BOAT BUILDER ROGER ATTWELL MOVES TO THE VILLAGE OF UPPER CASCADES

Daniel and Putman Bradford operated the portage tramway portage

along the north bank of the Columbia River that ended upriver at the village of Upper Cascades
Roger Attwell had arrived at Bradford’s Landing at Upper Cascades with him

500 pounds of boatbuilding tools [1852]

Roger met Mary Jane Hervey-Williams who arrived on the Oregon Trail -- 1853

they married and established a land grant of 320 acres
on the Oregon side of the Columbia River just above the rapids
where there was a mountain stream suitable for water-power for a sawmill

8 Hubert Howe Bancroft, History of the Pacific States of North America, P. 319.
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good timber was available and there was also a suitable landing and launch site
a sandbar in the Columbia created a long slough large enough to dock several vessels
Isaac Bush owned the local hotel at Upper Cascades and became acquainted with Roger G. Attwell
discussions with Roger met Mary Jane Attwell soon resulted in a project to build a steamer
led by master carpenter and Boatwright Roger G. Attwell
Mary became a member of the boat construction team
Bush and Company bought the hull of Hudson’s Bay Company’s small steamer Allen
that had wrecked one night at Mitchell’s Point (Hood River, Oregon [1851]
hull of the Allen was too long and too heavy to move in one section so it was cut in half
and moved up river to the Attwell landing and mill
Roger Attwell and his crew got to work adding a twenty-foot middle section
to the two ends of the hull
he strengthened the hull and added a side-wheel to the middle section

STEAMBOAT MARY IS LAUNCHED FOR SERVICE ABOVE THE CASADES OF THE COLUMBIA
Steamer Mary was the product of a community effort and team work led by Roger Attwell
funds for the Mary were supplies by local businessmen
Roger Attwell named his little side-wheel steamer Mary in honor of his wife
she was launched and a big celebration was held on board -- September 12, 1853
Mary’s home port was to be at Bradford’s Landing
she served the fifty miles of the Middle Passage of the Columbia River
delivering cargo and passengers between Bradford’s Landing and The Dalles
for eight years [until 1861]
she was far from a luxury steamer, however, she was well constructed for the hard work
in the swift waters of the Middle Passage the Columbia River

COLUMBIA RIVER STEAMBOATS PROVIDE SERVICE AS FAR UPRIVER AS THE DALLES
Steamers Bell of Oregon City and Fashion delivered passengers and freight
from Portland to the village of Lower Cascades below the Cascade Rapids
where portage service was provided to Bradford’s Landing
on the Middle Passage of the Columbia River
Steamer Mary under the command of Captain Dan Baughman carried traffic
from Bradford’s Landing at The Cascades upriver to The Dalles

MORE TROUBLE FOR THE LONGMIRE TRAIN
Peu-Peu-Mox-Mox’s brother had been hired to guide the wagons to Naches Pass
one day the guide made a horse trade in which he felt himself cheated
he grew indignant and deserted the immigrants who were left alone
without a landmark, a compass, or a guide

CHENOWETH’S TRAMWAY IS PURCHASED BY THE BRADFORD BROTHERS
Daniel F. and Putnam F. Bradford dreamed of a shipping monopoly on the upper Columbia River
Francis Chenoweth sold his four-wheeled wooden flat car and mules and track -- 1853
bypassing Dalles Rapids and Long Narrows Rapids to the Bradford brothers
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this purchase by the Bradford brothers was financed by a “silent partner”
businessman James P. Flint of San Francisco
Bradford & Company extended their “Cascades Railway” six miles around The Cascades Rapids
an upriver landing was constructed at Upper Cascades above Celilo Falls
Bradford Landing, for used by steamboats, was constructed downriver at the foot of Celilo Falls

JAMES LONGMIRE WAGON TRAIN REACHES THE YAKIMA RIVER
Longmire Party continued to the upper Yakima River Valley
they were forced to ford the Yakima River a total of eight times
They followed the Yakima a few miles then turned north
toward Wellspring near Rattlesnake Spring (on today’s Hanford Site)
traveling through the wilderness, Longmire reported: “From the Yakima River we [were]
followed by a band of Indians, who had kept our wives and children in perfect terror, but laughed
and chatted gaily as they rode along. The tyees or big men were dressed in buckskin leggings,
handsomely beaded, and breech-clouts, made of cedar bark. The (Indian women) were dressed very
similarly. Men and squaws all had painted faces. The (Indian women) always carried the papooses
done up in proper Indian fashion and hung to the horn of the saddle, which bobbed up and down in
no very easy manner when the ponies were in full gallop.”®
Longmire train reached Wellspring
because the region seemed impossible to cross they sent out men to find a better road
but without success
Seeing their plight the Indians dismounted their horses,
cleared a small patch of ground and marked two roads -- one heading northeast; other northwest
along each road they placed dots in the ground saying “sleeps, sleeps”
at the end of the road they said “soldiers”
Immigrants decided on the route with the fewest “sleeps” and set out for the northeast

LONGMIRE WAGON TRAIN DISCOVERS ITS ERROR

Even without a compass it became obvious they had taken the wrong route

James Longmire reported in his diary: “We saw before us almost a perpendicular bluff,

seemingly 1,000 feet high, extending far away to the mountains. This we learned later was White
Bluffs, on the Columbia River. Here we camped for the night, ordering the Indians to camp at a
respectful distance from us, which they did, much to our surprise. However, we placed a double
guard out, as we suspected they had led us to this trap in order to massacre our whole party; but |
really believe, now, that their intentions were good, if they had been able to make us understand
them. The next day we retraced our way to Well Springs [sic], where we had left our proper course;
but in due time we learned that our Indian escort meant to conduct us to Fort Colville [sic], an
English trading post, for the winter, thinking the snow on the Cascades would prevent our reaching
Fort Steilacoom, where United States soldiers were stationed. Upon reaching Well Springs, our
followers left us, much to our relief. We were further encouraged the same night by the return of
Nelson Sargent, who with others had gone in advance to look out a good road, with the glad news
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that after crossing the canyon a good road lay before us; and still better news that they had struck a
trail which the Steilacoom and Olympia Company had blazed for the coming emigrants.”%

LONGMIRE TRAIN LEAVES WELLSPRING AGAIN
Wellspring was left behind again, but this time the route traveled lay northwest -- September 18, 1853
they traveled the length of a canyon covering about a mile of extremely difficult terrain
before coming out on a beautiful plain
Following Cold Creek for two days they came to Selah Valley on the upper Yakima River
which was crossed
They had reached the Wenas Valley (northwest of today’s Yakima)

Longmire continued his narrative: “...taking our course along Wenas Creek, about ten miles,
when we came to a garden [cultivated by Chief Ow-hi], now the farm of David Longmire, my son,
who was a little boy making his way with the rest of us across the plains. This garden was kept by
Indians, of whom we bought thirteen bushels of potatoes, the first vegetables we had had since
leaving the Rocky Mountains -- a real feast, though boiled in their jackets. It required a bucketful to
make one meal for us.”%

A few days of well-deserved rest were taken in the Wenas Valley

LONGMIRE TRAIN SETS OUT AGAIN
In an effort to make their journey less difficult the Longmire Train traveled along river beds
they followed Wenas Creek to its source and crossed to the Naches River
which they followed for four days crossing and recrossing sixty-eight times
to add to their difficulties, their bedding and food were wet most of the time
Leaving the Naches River the wagon train began the difficult climb
up the east side of the Cascade Mountains -- September 24, 1853
these hardy pioneers now faced with a grave challenge which had previously defeated
George B. McClellan and his survey crew
and the naive efforts of the Olympia and Steilacoom road builders
but this time failure meant disaster
Longmire and his companions followed a ridge
between the North and Middle Forks of the Little Naches River toward the Cascade summit
slowly the wagon train climbed higher into the mountains
frequently boulders had to be rolled out of the way
when they reached the timber line, trees had to be cut down to provide a passage
women and children cleared away brush ahead of the caravan
it was back-breaking work
sometimes the wagons moved less than a mile a day
each night the people wondered if they would ever get to the top of the mountain pass

TERRITORIAL GOVERNOR ISAAC STEVENS REACHES WASHINGTON TERRITORY
Averaging a hard forty miles a day from Fort Benton, the governor’s pack train angled southward
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then turned west to cross the summit of the Rocky Mountains at (Cadotte Pass)
he was at the extreme eastern edge of his new domain -- September 24, 1853
though drenched in a violent rainstorm, Stevens conducted an appropriate ceremony
he formally declared the establishment of the Territory of Washington by Congress
Stevens noted a train tunnel 4.25 miles in length would be required at (Cadotte Pass)
he then led the way down the Big Blackfoot River (to the vicinity of present-day Missoula)
Rumors of gold (they were true) enticed the expedition members
but the party continued up the beautiful Bitterroot Valley to Fort Owen
(site of the first permanent white settlement in Montana)

TERRITORIAL GOVERNOR ISAAC TEVENS’ SURVEY PARTY REACHES FORT BENTON
Washington Territorial Governor Isaac Ingalls Stevens stopped in (central Montana)
to reassemble and re-supply scattered surveying parties of engineers at Fort Benton
in anticipation of the most daunting part of their work -- probing the Rocky Mountains
to locate a passage through the Bitterroot Mountains
which still lay ahead of them-- early September 1853
he knew additional appropriations of funds would be necessary to complete the railroad survey
he wrote Secretary of War Jefferson Davis saying it would be shame to stop the work at this point
he wrote an additional letter to the Indian Department asking for authorization
of the anticipated council he had been promising the Indians
Stevens then dispatched his exploring parties toward the mountains as if their expenses were paid
while he turned to the north toward Canada to invite still more Indians to the big talk
he had set for the following summer [1854]

GOVERNOR STEVENS RETURNS TO FORT BENTON
Washington Territorial Governor Stevens had not traveled very far north
when a courier summoned him back to Fort Benton
Lieutenant Rufus Saxton, who had established a supply station in the Bitterroot Valley,
had ridden east with a small party across the Continental Divide to meet Stevens’ Party
after a brief conversation Stevens decided he would have to forgo his northern swing
to get through the Rocky Mountains before they were blocked by snow
he also would have to abandon his slow wagons and hurry along with a pack train

ISAAC STEVENS’ EXPEDITION ESTABLISHES CANTONMENT STEVENS
By now the governor knew that the looping curves and tangled spurs of the Continental Divide
could not be surveyed within a matter of weeks
He decided to establish a base called Cantonment (temporary quarters) Stevens
a few miles upstream from Fort Owen
and keep several parties working from that location as long as the weather allowed
One lieutenant, twenty-three-year-old John Mullan, was even detailed to stay all winter
and keep measurements on the snowfall -- a record of obvious importance to a railroad
Mullan noted in his report to the Topographical Bureau noted: “the lateness of the season, the
difficulty of the county, the importance of our mission, the scarcity of our supplies, the meagerness
of the information we then possessed and the necessity felt for a more detailed and thorough
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exploration of the Rocky Mountain section ... all conspired to influence Governor Stevens to leave in
the mountains a small party for the winter of 1853, for further explorations....”
Because of his pressing duties as governor, Isaac Stevens pushed with a small party
down the Bitterroot Valley to the Clark Fork River

GEORGE FREDERICK WHITWORTH LEADS A PARTY OF PRESBYTERIANS WESTWARD
George Whitworth was born in England and educated in Indiana where he attended Hanover College
he became a Presbyterian minister but moved his family to Washington Territory -- 1853
where he hoped to establish a Presbyterian colony
For the first three months while traveling over the Oregon Trail Whitworth’s party
rested themselves and their oxen every Sunday and listened to a sermon from the preacher
but rumored dangers in Indian country forced them to abandon the restful Sabbath
and hasten westward for the remainder of the journey
Whitworth family members who completed the journey to Puget Sound consisted of
George and Mary and their children James Edwin, Frederick, John Matthew and Clara,
Mary’s two nieces, her 70-year-old mother, and two young men named Bell
they also brought cattle and horses
Whitworth and others traveling with him brought with them a world view that was Victorian
Christianity, education, government and capitalism
were all necessary to the advance of civilization

LONGMIRE TRAIN ARRIVES AT THE SUMMIT OF NACHES PASS
After three days of back-breaking toil hacking through dense forest

a rich prairie of fine grass and good water was reached -- September 27, 1853

this became known as Summit Prairie (and today as Government Meadow)

George Himes, nine years old at the time, wrote a description of the scene in a letter [1905]:

“In due time the summit of the Cascades was reached. Here there was a small prairie -- really it was
an old burn that had not grown up to timber of any size.”®’

James Longmire commented they found “fine grass and good water. Here we stopped for two
days, giving our tired oxen a good rest and plenty of food, which they badly needed, for the rest of
the trip.”%

Some of the men made camp for the night on Summit Prairie
in full view of Tacobet Lemonti (later known as Mount Tahoma or Mount Rainier)
they took in the scene around them:
sgreen meadows swept away from their feet,
sleaves on the shrubs had turhed to red and yellow,
+in the distance they could view broad valleys and hills covered with timber,
severy way they turned, they gazed upon the wild beauty of the mountains
lofty peaks rose up in every direction and rising over them all was (Mount Rainier)
covered with glacial ice and snow
Other pioneers eagerly went to look for the construction party which had been promised
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and relished the opportunity to travel the newly-constructed road to Puget Sound
When the seekers returned, they walked slowly and said little to each other
no road to Steilacoom could be found
they could not know that the road crew from Puget Sound had stopped work
due to hunger and discouragement when it seemed no one was coming through Naches Pass
some of the workers had gone home just a week before Longmire’s party arrived on the scene

CAPTAIN GEORGE B. McCLELLAN INVESTIGATES EASTERN WASHINGTON
After crossing the outlet of Lake Chelan,
McClellan moved his party northward reaching the Okanogan River -- September 27, 1853
Captain McClellan’s survey party averaged only five mile a day as they worked northward
Little Mac allowed his surveyors time to pan for gold as they traveled
Camp was made along the river about one and a half miles from Fort Okanogan,
an old Hudson Bay Company establishment that lay in ruins
McClellan described structure and noted that little business took place there
Fort Okanogan’s caretaker, Joe Lafleur, told McClellan “there was no pass between Mt. Baker
and the Hudson's Bay Company'’s trail from Okinakane [sic] to Langley [in British Columbia],”®°
but there was a foot trail that led from the headwaters of the Methow River to Puget Sound
Running low on supplies George McClellan cut his forces
McClellan and his remaining men continued north at least to Lake Osoyoo0s

LONGMIRE PARTY PRESSES ON
In spite of the surrounding majestic beauty after two days of rest Longmire and his party moved on
they began their journey down the west side of the Cascade Mountains
A trek of three miles brought the pioneers from Summit Prairie up to Summit Hill atop Naches Pass
there they found a bluff overlooking the (Greenwater River) -- September 29, 1853
George Himes continued in his letter: “Now it was October [sic] and bitter cold to the
youth with bare feet and fringed pants extending half way down from knees to feet. My father and
the teams had left camp and gone across the little burn, where most of the company was assembled,
apparently debating about the next movement to make. And no wonder for as we neared we saw the
cause of the delay. For a sheer thirty feet or more there was an almost perpendicular bluff. For more
than a thousand feet further down the mountain it was so steep that a team could not stand up.
“It was at this point my mother exclaimed, after looking over the precipice, ‘Well, George, I
guess we have got to the jumping-off place at last.”™
Men were sent to find a way around the precipice -- they found none
heavy timber in all directions eliminated the possibility of getting on by any other route
they thought of the oncoming winter -- there would soon be heavy snows and freezing weather
there was very little food left in the wagons -- to go over the cliff was the only way

8 United States War Department, Reports of Explorations and Surveys to Ascertain the Most Practicable and
Economical Route for a Railroad from the Mississippi River to the Pacific Ocean: 1853-55. Volume 1, Washington:
A.O.P Nicholson, printer, 1860: p. 142.
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LONGMIRE PARTY PREPARES TO ENCOUNTER THE JUMPING-OFF PLACE
Longest rope in the wagon train was stretched down the cliff
leaving just enough to be wound twice around a small tree which stood at the edge of the drop-off
but it was far too short -- pioneers were trapped on the edge of the bluff
James Biles said “Kill one of my poorest steers and make a rope of his hide, and if that is
not long enough, kill another.”"”*
three steers were killed and skinned before the necessary length of rawhide was secured
this was added to the 180-foot rope they already had
With no other option, the wagons were unloaded -- September 29, 1853
wagon tongues were tied upright
wheels were chained so they would not turn, but rather had to skid
small trees were tied to the backs of the wagons to further act as brakes
to help keep the wagons from getting away
One end of rawhide line was tied to the wagon axles and the other end was looped a few turns
around a tree and held by several men
when the free end of the line was gradually let out, the wagons were lowered slowly over the cliff
by holding tightly the end of the line wrapped around the tree,
men could also help keep the wagon from running away
One by one each wagon skidded down the 300 yards to the relative safety of a large bench
located part of the way to the Greenwater River below
next sleds were made to lower the possessions which had been taken from the wagons
Lowering each wagon and sled down the cliff was hard and dangerous work
on the bench, safely below the steepest part of the cliff, the ropes were loosened
but the wheels remained locked to hold the wagon in place
Next, the animals were driven down the cliff single file via a circuitous route to the bench
finally the pioneers themselves followed their animals
an almost perpendicular descent had been overcome
From the bench each wagon was hitched to the oxen
with wheels locked and branches still attached to the back,
one by one each wagon slowly rolled another quarter mile downhill from the bench
to the Greenwater River below
amazingly, all the wagons were lowered safely with the exception of [John] Lanes’
which was lost when the line broke and the wagon with a small quantity of provisions
went crashing down the slope to be smashed to bits on the rocks and trees below
Lanes’family finished the journey on horseback
Descent down the Jumping-Off Place took two days

HELP ARRIVES FOR THE LONGMIRE TRAIN
As the men labored to deliver the last of the wagons to the stream bed of the Greenwater River,
women and children followed a circuitous Indian trail down a steep slope -- September 30, 1853
Virinda (Mrs. James) Longmire and Mrs. A.E. Light had started early in the morning
down the difficult, narrow trail leading to the river below
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as they descended the route Virinda Longmire in the lead was surprised to meet a white man
she had not seen one except in their party since leaving Fort Walla Walla

Andy Burge had been sent out from Fort Steilacoom with supplies for the road construction crew

he exclaimed to the ladies, “My God, women, where in the world did you come from?”--a
greeting rough, but friendly in its roughness to the two women who shrank against the trees and
shrubbery along the narrow trail to give him room to pass with his pack animal to pass with his
pack house (horse), the trail being barely wide enough for one person.”"

he learned the location of the wagon train from the two lone women in the wilderness

Burge sought out the pioneers to tell them they could not possibly make it across the country ahead

he urged returning to where there was grass and water for their animals and food for themselves

Longmire’s party met in council and decided to move on toward Puget Sound

when Andy Burge failed to convince them he set to work distributing his supplies
Burge shook his head sadly and started out ahead of them on his return to Steilacoom
blazing trees as he went and leaving notes tacked up trying to provide encouragement
and preparing them for what was yet to come
At the western base of the Cascade Mountains, the Longmire Party crossed the (Greenwater River)
they camped at Bare Prairie so named because of the lack of vegetation -- September 30, 1853
however, the bubbling spring of clear water did provide some refreshment

Longmire Party became very familiar with the westward flowing rivers --October 1, 1853

James Longmire noted: “We crossed the Greenwater sixteen times and followed it until we
came to White River, which we crossed six times, then we left it for a dreary pull over Wind
Mountain, which was covered with heavy fir and cedar trees but destitute of grass, with a few vine
maples, on whose long leaves our poor oxen and horses had to live for seven long days not having a
blade of grass during that time.”

Longmire continued his narrative: “I must not forget to mention the fact that in these dark days—
seven of them—we and our half-starved cattle worked the road every day. We bridged large logs
which lay before us, by cutting others and laying alongside, making a bridge wide enough for the
oxen to draw our wagons across....”"

DESPERATION AGAIN SWEEPS THE LONGMIRE TRAIN
Progress slowed as the pioneers focused their attention every day for a week on road building
grass was not available for the animals -- every day one or more died
Everyone was hungry and their food was almost gone
when it seemed they could go no further, the Longmire Party met a few Indians
who described the route to a place where there was grass for the oxen
James Longmire described their situation: “...all, except John Lane, E. A. Light and myself, left
their wagons on account of their failing oxen, which they drove before them to Boise Creek Prairie
[Northwest of today’s Buckley], where there was good grass. Lane, Light, and I arrived first; the rest
soon followed with their cattle and horses. Four miles further we reached Porter’s Prairie....”"
After seven days of hardship and weariness, the safe haven described by the Indians was reached
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Longmire’s wagon train, most of the pioneers without their wagons,
camped at Porter’s Prairie -- October 1, 1853
women and children gathered salal berries for food and found roots
which provided some nourishment as the oxen ate their fill of grass
famished and exhausted pioneers and oxen alike rested

PUGET MILL COMPANY BEGINS OPERATION
Josiah Keller landed with his wife and a daughter on Teekalet Spit
there bunkhouse, cookhouse and store awaited the steam-powered sawmill and merchandise
Keller served as superintendent of the mill
Within a week of landing the engine, boilers and a Muley saw was taken from the L.P. Foster
Keller had steam up and he and the crew cut its first log at Teekalet Mill -- October 1, 1853
(first full year saw four million board feet of dressed lumber produced)
Outcome of the operation:
(Josiah Keller died at Victoria, B.C. which dissolved the partnership -- [1861]
Andrew J. Pope and Captain William C. Talbot settled with Keller’s heirs
they bought out Captain William C. Talbot’s interest in the Puget Mill Company
Pope and Talbot then formed a partnership that included the old Puget Mill Company
they changed the Teekalet Mill name to Port Gamble [1868]
sawmill at Port Gamble operated continuously for 142 years from 1853 [until 1995])

U.S. MARSHALL J. PATTON ANDERSON TAKES A CENSUS OF WASHINGTON TERRITORY
After completing living arrangements in Olympia U.S. Marshall J. Patton Anderson
conducted a census of Washington Territory
as instructed by Secretary of the Interior Robert McClelland
it was found that 3,965 whites, of which 1,682 were voters, were in residence -- autumn 1853
Most of the population of Washington Territory resided mainly in places such as:
Olympia, Tumwater, Vancouver, Cowlitz Prairie, Monticello and Seattle
located in Clark, Thurston, Lewis, Pierce, Island, Jefferson King and Pacific counties
with only limited numbers of people living outside of these jurisdictions
County Population Voters

Clarke 1,134 466
Thurston 996 381
Lewis 616 239
Pierce 513 276
Island 195 80
Jefferson 189 68
King 170 111
Pacific 152 61

Washington Territory was at the mercy of a far larger number of Indians
it was reported that western Washington was home to between seven and eight thousand
and east of the Cascade Mountains between six and seven thousand
Indians on the sea-coast of Washington and along the Strait of Juan de Fuca
were sometimes guilty of murder
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those living near the settlements could not always withstand the temptation to commit a robbery
In addition, the Haida and Kwakiutl Indians of the Queen Charlotte Islands (today’s Haida Gwaii)
were good seamen who possessed large strong war canoes in which they made long voyages
to commit a murder or theft

GOVERNOR STEVENS CONTINUES HIS TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILROAD SURVEY
After crossing the Rocky Mountains through a gap he called Cadotte Pass
Stevens and his men made a quick stop at the Coeur d’Alene Mission
next they followed old fur trader trails around Coeur d’Alene Lake to the ruins of Spokane House

CAPTAIN McCLELLAN CONTINUES HIS INVESTIGATION OF EASTERN WASHINGTON

For the next week Little Mac’s survey party explored the Methow River route

and an alternate route along the Twisp River
McClellan directed a member of the expedition party, Lieutenant Johnson Kelly Duncan,
to navigate the Methow River as far as practical
continuing on foot, Duncan surveyed the region “until the roughness of the trail and the
barometer assured him of its unfitness for a railroad.””

McClellan examined the Twisp River, noting: “I was by this time quite certain that this route
would not answer for a railway but determined to keep on upon the same trail myself until the
question could be fairly settled.”’

he followed the valley of the Twisp River until reaching War Creek
which he followed until the trail became impassable for pack animals
Captain McClellan observed: “The trail is said to pass from this ravine [War Creek], over a
very difficult country [War Creek Pass & Purple Pass] to the stream emptying into the head of Lake
Chelan [Stehekin River], then to cross very steep and lofty mountains at the head of that stream
[Cascade Pass], and finally to reach the Skagitt [sic] river on the western slope.”’’
Much of his examination he conducted simply by looking at the surrounding countryside
from some convenient promontory
McClellan made a few perfunctory stabs up some of the streams, but he conducted no survey
and never crossed to the west to see what the land would be like on that side
After his reconnaissance of the Methow and Twisp River valleys,
McClellan and party left Fort Okanogan and proceeded to explore the Spokane Plains
“on foot until there was no longer any doubt as to the impracticability of the route”’
McClellan’s survey party arrived at Fort Colville -- October 7, 1853

5 United States War Department,. Reports of Explorations and Surveys to Ascertain the Most Practicable and
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A.O.P Nicholson, printer, 1860: p. 142.

6 United States War Department, Reports of Explorations and Surveys to Ascertain the Most Practicable and
Economical Route for a Railroad from the Mississippi River to the Pacific Ocean: 1853-55. Volume 1. Washington:
A.O.P Nicholson, printer, 1855: p. 197.
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SEVERAL OPEN PRAIRIES GREET THE LONGMIRE TRAIN
After backtracking to gather their wagons and goods
Longmire’s wagon train set out from Porter’s Prairie much refreshed -- October 7, 1853
Crossing the (White River) a seventh and final time the pioneers pushed on to (Connell’s Prairie)
where camp was made for the night

GREAT CELEBRATION IS HELD AT THE PUYALLUP RIVER
Longmire and his pioneers exited (Connells Prairie) and proceeded to the Puyallup River
this route crossed the virtually unobstructed (South Prairie)
unclaimed or unimproved land was considered to be public land with access available to all
thus locating their specific route is difficult at best
Longmire Wagon Train reached the Puyallup River Valley -- October 8, 1853
Longmire reported how the travelers overcame their hunger once they reached the Puyallup River:
“...the present site of Van Ogle’s hop farm [along the East side of the Puyallup River at the
mouth of Fennel Creek]. Little did Van think then that he would ever raise, bale, and sell hops on that
piece of ground. We found the river low and filled with humpback salmon. We armed ourselves with
various weapons, clubs, axes and whatever we could get and went fishing. Every man who could
strike a blow got a fish, and such a feast we had not enjoyed since we had potatoes boiled in the
jackets, but fish was far ahead of potatoes. John Mayer declared they were the best fish that he had
ever eaten. We had a royal feast; some of our party was up all night cooking and eating fish. All
relished them but my wife, who was feeling indisposed, but she was fortunate in finding as Indian
who had just killed a pheasant, which she bought--her first purchase in Puget Sound, and which
caused much merriment in our party, as the Indian was a perfect nude.””®

END FOR THE TRAIL FOR THE LONGMIRE WAGON TRAIN
Longmire’s wagon train departed from where Fennel Creek
empties into the Puyallup River -- October 8, 1853
because of the swampy condition of the land surrounding the Puyallup River
Longmire chose to traverse the hill to the south -- a much easier and safer route
Local settlers also celebrated the arrival of the wagon train over Naches Pass
unofficial greeters and/or the curious arrived to visit with the new arrivals
While this reception was meant a friendly gesture, the immigrants felt self-consciousness
Longmire relates: “Before proceeding with my narrative I must mention the fact that I
arrived in this country with torn and ragged pants and coat, my cap battered, with only one boot,
my other foot covered with an improvised moccasin made of a portion of a cow’s hide which we had
killed a few days before. In this garb | was to meet a party of well dressed gentlemen from Olympia,
who had heard of us from Andy Burge, led by Mr. [James] [Hurd, who had come out to welcome the
first party of emigrants direct from the East over the Cascade mountains north of The Dalles. My
garb was a sample of those of the other men, and when we were together felt pretty well, all being in
the same fashion; but when brought face to face with well dressed men we felt somewhat
embarrassed. But our new friends were equal to the emergency and our embarrassment was soon
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dispelled by copious draughts of ‘good old bourbon,’ to which we did full justice, while answering
questions amidst introductions and hearty handshaking. This was on the 8th day of October.”®

GOVERNOR STEVENS LEARNS OF CAPTAIN McCLELLAN’S ARRIVAL AT FORT COLVILLE
At the Spokane House ruins Isaac Stevens learned
that Captain George McClellan and the Western Division survey crew
had just reached Fort Colville some eighty miles north of their location
Although suffering from a recent episode of his old rupture, Stevens decided to join them at once
accompanied by a single guide, the governor forced himself to keep going
until he reached his destination at nine o’clock p.m., October 8, 1853

GOVERNOR ISAAC STEVENS AND CAPTAIN GEORGE McCLELLAN MEET
There was genuine joy as the two leaders of the Western Division of the Northern Survey expedition
met at Fort Colville -- October 8, 1853
Captain George B. McClellan shook the governor’s hand and pounded him on the back
post trader at Fort Colville tapped a keg of whiskey
and the trader’s wife cooked thick steaks in buffalo fat
reunion lasted into the wee hours of the morning
McClellan reported to Stevens that no feasible railroad pass existed
between the Columbia gorge and the Canadian border
this was a blow to Stevens’ plans
he needed a pass over the Cascade Mountains to make his railroad possible
Governor Stevens angrily ordered McClellan to go back and do a decent job
McClellan protested that his animals and equipment were too worn
he told the governor of a brisk snow fall which supported his argument
reluctantly his superior gave in
But the next day a hung-over Stevens, irritable from the pain in his abdomen,
began to have his doubts about Captain McClellan’s work
there were reasons for doubt -- Little Mac had slighted every one of his assignments

SURVEY PARTIES CONTINUE ON TO FORT WALLA WALLA
Traveling separate routes from Fort Colville
Governor Stevens and Captain McClellan moved south to Fort Walla Walla -- October 9, 1853
Stevens arrived first and learned that Puget Sound settlers
annoyed by McClellan’s neglect of their needed road
had voluntarily chopped out a passageway themselves
Stevens also heard a train of thirty-five wagons had managed to get across
furthermore, according to Hudson’s Bay traders and Indians
recent snows reported by McClellan had been no more than a normal October flurry
McClellan’s report did not change their belief that in any average year
Naches Pass could be crossed with pack stock as late as (December)
When McClellan arrived at Fort Walla Walla, Governor Stevens again ordered him

80 Virinda & James Longmire, Yelm History Project.com, Posted on August 23, 2010.
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into the mountains but once again Little Mac talked his way out of the assignment

MEMBERS OF THE LONGMIRE WAGON TRAIN HAVE THEIR LAST CAMP TOGETHER
Leaving the Puyallup River Longmire chose to traverse the hill to the south
this was a much easier and safer route than the swampy, tree-filled banks of the meandering river
Their journey concluded along Clover Creek where the pioneers assembled their last camp together
at this last campsite, immigrants received needed provisions
unselfishly offered by established residents of the region
two elderly settlers, Mrs. J.P. Lackey and Mrs. Christopher Mahan
provided produce from their garden
Longmire described the location: “The next day [October 9] we moved on and camped at
Clover creek, some 300 yards from the home of Mrs. [Christopher] Mahan, who, | believe, still lives
there, and whose kindness the ladies of our party will never forget. ...The men all went out to Fort
Steilacoom to see Puget Sound, [leaving the women to keep camp], and during our absence Mrs.
Mahan made a raid on our camp and took my wife, Mrs. E. A. Light, Mrs. [Mary Ann] Woolery and
other ladies whose names | do not remember, to her home, where she had prepared a dinner which
to these tired sisters, after their toilsome journey, was like a royal banquet. After months of camp
life, to sit once more at a table presided over by a friend in this far-away land, where we thought to
meet only strangers, was truly an event never to be forgotten, and one to which my wife often refers
as a bright spot on memory’s page.®
Thirty-five wagons had crossed the Cascade Mountains by a new road
Longmire Trail from the Yakima River over Naches Pass
was opened to Steilacoom and Puget Sound
but only through the efforts of the travelers themselves was the wagon road completed
this route also became known as the Cascade Road or Emigrant Road
Longmire and his companions had accomplished the “last of the ‘firsts’ for wagon trains:”
+first wagon train to California had arrived in [1841];
«first wagon train to Oregon City had arrived in [1842];
«first wagon train to cross Cascade Mountains into Puget Sound Country 1853
For first time the Puget Sound region was open to a considerable number of emigrants

DR. WILLIAM TOMLIE PROVIDES A GIFT TO THE NEW ARRIVALS
Dr. William Tolmie was the manager of the Puget Sound Agricultural Company
and Chief Factor of Fort Nisqually provides a gift to the members of the Longmire Wagon Train
as reported by James Longmire: “On the 10th of October Dr. Tolmie, chief factor of

Hudson Bay Company, stationed at Fort Nisqually, paid us a visit, asked us numerous questions
about our long journey and arrival. He treated us in a very friendly manner, but soon left, bidding
us a polite farewell. In about three hours he returned with a man driving an ox cart, which was
loaded with beef just Kkilled and dressed which he presented to us, saying, ‘Distribute this to suit
yourselves.” Not understanding it to be a present we offered to pay him, which he firmly but politely

8 Virinda & James Longmire, Yelm History
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refused, saying, ‘its a present to you,” and it was a present most welcome to us at that time, and for
which we expressed heartfelt thanks to the generous giver.”®
Leaving their families in camp, James Longmire, E. A. Light and John Lane
set out looking for a place to homestead
in their absence, Dr. Tolmie placed his bounteous gift in the care of a very highly regarded lady,
Mrs. Mary Ann Woolery “Aunt Pop”
Dr. Tolmie instructed her to keep the meat safe until J.P. Lackey and Christopher Mahan
could return and equally divide the portions
results of these instructions were indicated by Laura B. Downing Bartlett: “It was not long
before Mrs. Wollery was put to the test of guarding her trust -- and thus far on the journey all the
honor and credit had been given the men for strength of will and character -- but here the little lady,
of not over one hundred pounds weight, steps to the fore, showing so much determination and pep
that she backed down a large, over-bearing man, bent on running things to suit his own pleasure,
regardless of others. This man referred to came with a knife and wanted some meat. Mrs. Wollery
said: ‘No sir, you can’t have any now.” He replied: ‘I am hungry, and I am going to have some of it. |
can’t wait.” Then Mrs. Wollery replied: ‘You will have to wait; I am just as hungry as you are, and I
expect to wait; and so are all the rest hungry; and the man (meaning Dr. Tolmie) said | was not to
allow any one to touch the meat until the two eldest men came into camp, and they would divide it
evenly.” The man again said: ‘I can’t wait for that, and I will not either.” ‘You will have to,’ she
replied. ‘By what authority?’ he questioned. ‘There is my authority,” she said in a defiant tone,
shaking her clenched fist at him, ‘and if you touch that meat I’ll take that ox bow to you,” and
suiting her action to her word, she picked it up and stood between the man and the fresh meat. The
man, seeing she meant business, gave it up and went away to await his turn with the others. “The
two eldest men soon after returned, released her from guard duty and divided the meat.”®

JAMES LONGMIRE CONCLUDES HIS STORY

Several days later, after breaking camp, the pioneers scattered in different directions,

but the majority of settlers took up land claims in Pierce and Thurston counties

Mr. Longmire enjoys contentment: “Having received due notice from the Hudson Bay company
not to settle on any lands north of the Nisqually River. We crossed the river and went to Yelm
prairie, a beautiful spot. | thought, as it lay before us covered with tall, waving grass, a pretty stream
bordered with shrubs and tall trees, flowing through it, and the majestic mountain, which the
Indians almost worshipped and which they gave the name Ta-ko-bed, as it seemed standing guard
over all in its snowy coat. It was a scene fit for an artist’s brush--the most beautiful I had even seen,
and good enough for me; so | bought a house from Martin Shelton, but no land, as it was yet
unsurveyed, and returned to my family. On this prairie the grass grew tall and rank, and herds of

deer wandered leisurely as cattle in their pastures at home.”®

82 Virinda & James Longmire, Yelm History Project.com, Posted on August 23, 2010. Project.com, Posted on August
23, 2010.

8 Students’ History of the Northwest and the State of Washington, Volume 1, by Laura B. Downing Bartlett, Smith-
Digby Company, Tacoma, Washington, 1922. Pages 164-165.

8 Oregon Pioneer Association, Transactions of the [1%]-56" Annual Reunion, P. 347.
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U.S. FOURTH INFANTRY PURSUE THE KILLER OF ALBERT PETTINGILL
When he learned of the skirmish with the Makah Indians and the killer’s escape
Captain Bradford Alden in command of U.S. Fourth Infantry set out in pursuit

traveling from port to port aboard the survey steamer Active

he captured the killer at Port Ludlow when the local village chief was detained
until the criminal was given up

this Killer was brought to trial at the October term of the Third District Court -- October 1853
he, along with an accomplice, was hanged

OTHER LUMBERMEN ARRIVE ON PUGET SOUND
Several California-owned mills were built on Puget Sound -- 1853

Captain William Renton was persuaded by Charles C. Terry
to build a small sawmill at New York-Alki
Renton found other backers and purchased equipment for a small sawmill

north winds, difficult moorage and bobbing deadheads (floating logs)
(within a year he was to move his business to Port Orchard)

George Meigs purchased an existing sawmill at Apple Tree Cove
(today’s Kingston) from J.J. Felt
after this equipment was moved it became the Port Madison Mill Company -- 1853

INDIANS ARE ATTACKED ON THE ILLINOIS RIVER
Miners along the Illinois River in Oregon Territory complained
that coastal Indians of an unidentified tribe were stealing cattle in the region
they sent a call for help to Fort Lane built only a month before at Table Rock
First Dragoon Lieutenant Richard C. W. Radford took detachments of Companies A, C and E
over the Siskiyou Mountains to assist the miners
When he arrived Lieutenant Radford realized he did not have enough men to round up the Indians
he sent for reinforcements -- Lieutenant Thomas F. Castor came with another detachment
Lieutenants Radford and Castor traveled up the Illinois River into the Siskiyou Mountains
until they came across a camp of Indians
Radford attacked the camp on the Illinois River (at Cave Junction, Oregon) -- October 24, 1853
soldiers Killed fifteen Indians, captured sixteen horses,
they burned all the property they could gather
two soldiers were killed and four were wounded in the skirmish

STEAMER FAIRY BEGINS SCHEDULED SERVICE ON PUGET SOUND
Steamer Fairy, a tiny side-wheeler, was brought to Puget Sound
by Seattle businessmen A.B. David and Warren Gove
she arrived from San Francisco on the deck of a lumber bark Sarah Warren
Fairy, took the place of the canoe express service that carried the mail
she was the first locally owned steamboat
to provide scheduled service in Washington Territory -- November 1853
she was supposed to make two trips a week between Olympia and Steilacoom
and one trip a week from Olympia to Seattle
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when she steamed into Olympia with Captain David J. Grove at the helm
she was greeted by a big celebration including cannon fire
fares were high: $5 for Olympia-Steilacoom, and $10 for Olympia-Seattle
it took at least two days and often three to make the trip from Seattle to Olympia
travelers camped on the beach at night
Fairy proved to be unseaworthy in bad weather
she provided distinctly undependable steamer service around Puget Sound -- 1853
after a few runs from Olympia to the then very small village of Seattle
Fairy eventually replaced by a sailing schooner which ran irregularly
mail and passengers were usually transported by more predictable Indian canoes
Fairy was placed into service on the much shorter Olympia-Fort Steilacoom run
where she provided good service until [1857] when her boiler exploded

WASHINGTON TERRITORY GOVERNOR STEVENS COMPLETES HIS JOURNEY WEST
Isaac Ingalls Stevens left Captain McClellan in the Cascade Mountains to complete his assignment
while the governor and his expedition took canoes down the Columbia River
to Columbia Barracks where they arrived -- November 19, 1853
Governor Steven and the members of his party were received
as the guests of Ben Bonneville who was now in command of the army post

WASHINGTON TERRITORY GOVERNOR STEVENS COMPLETES HIS SURVEY
Isaac Stevens and his expedition had surveyed the Northern transcontinental route
investigating a swath 2,000 miles long and 200-400 miles wide from St. Paul, Minnesota
they had explored nine passes through the Rocky Mountain
Governor Stevens’ survey identified the first rail route from St. Paul to the Puget Sound
(his reconnaissance, in general, determined the route of the Northern Pacific Railroad
which was built about three decades later)
Stevens called his route ideal:
*he reported on the vast extensive prairie available for construction;
*he reflected on the uncomplicated nature of the Rocky Mountain passes;
*he noted the even less challenging character of the passes further west
through the Coeur d’Alene and Cascade mountains;
*he skipped lightly over the troubles presented by the mountains and severe winters;
*he rhapsodized about a potential connection with oriental markets
(Shanghai was only 5,000 miles from Puget Sound);
*Stevens believed the northern route was highly advantageous over its competitors
However, little had been accomplished regarding Cascade Mountain passes

CAPTAIN GEORGE B. McCLELLAN, U.S. ARMY ENGINEERS, FAILS IN HIS ASSIGNMENT
U.S. Army Topographical Engineer Captain George B. McClellan did not do well as a road builder
or as a mountain pass surveyor
McClellan arrived late at Columbia Barracks (Fort VVancouver) and showed no sign of doing anything
rather than examine Naches Pass over which his wagon road to Fort Steilacoom was to travel
he simply reported to Washington Territory Governor Stevens what he had heard from Indians
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who reported deep snow made it impossible for him to pass through the Cascades
he gave up the project and failed to carry out his military instructions
his opinion was that only the Columbia River route was worth considering
he proposed a route suggested by a Hudson’s Bay Company trapper and guide
McClellan never actually saw the proposed route himself
Isaac Stevens was unsuccessful in compelling Captain McClellan to brave the wintry mountains
characteristically cautious, McClellan halted operations when snow began to fall
consequently he never managed to determine the depths of snow in the Cascade passes
Only through the effort of the settlers themselves was a wagon road over Naches Pass completed

PUBLIC SCHOOL OPENS AT COWLITZ LANDING, WASHINGTON TERRITORY
In Washington Territory Cowlitz Landing School was constructed as a public institution -- fall 1853
private schools charged a fee ranging from eight to ten dollars per term for each pupil
H.H. Pinto served as the teacher for the three month school term
Teachers were frequently itinerant -- surroundings were crude and the instruction simple
among the textbooks uses were:
*McGuffey’s Electric Reader (a separate one for each grade),
*Thompson’s or Smith’s Arithmetic,
*Smith and Clark’s grammar book

COAL MINING BEGINS ALONG BELLINGHAM BAY
William Prattle and his two partners in the Puget Sound Coal Mining Association
began working a nearly vertical eight-foot seam of coal -- fall 1853
after being dug by hand the coal was loaded into a wheelbarrow
to be taken to the Bellingham Bay shore where it was loaded on ships
to be transported to San Francisco
(Prattle’s mine was not large enough to achieve commercial success
its operation was gradually reduced over the next few years
about 150 tons of coal were shipped before the mine closed permanently)

ANOTHER COAL SEAM IS DISCOVERED ALONG BELLINGHAM BAY
As William Prattle’s Puget Sound Coal Mining Association began working
another nearly vertical seam of coal was discovered to the north of Prattle’s Point
on the bluff (below the west end of present day Bellingham’s Laurel Street)
this seventeen-foot thick vein was found by two of Henry Roeder’s employees -- fall 1853
Captain Roeder owned the Sehome Hill property on which the vein was discovered
he immediately saw an opportunity for financial profit from the coal
he had sixty tons of coal extracted from the seam and shipped as a sample to San Francisco
where it sold for $16 a ton

CAPTAIN HENRY ROEDER DEVELOPS HIS NORTHERN PUGET SOUND LAND HOLDINGS
Captain Roeder became actively involved in the industrial development
of property around Whatcom Creek, Bellingham Bay and beyond
he purchased ninety-three acres on land along the Chuckanut shoreline -- 1853
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and opened Chuckanut Stone Quarry
Roeder and his partners Henry Hewitt and William Brown sold his coal-bearing land
for $18,000 to San Francisco investors
who organized the Bellingham Bay Coal Company [1854]
they opened the Sehome Mine [1855]
Edmund Fitzhugh was made the mine’s first local manager
Roeder also staked donation land claims of 1,600 acres in Whatcom County [1855]
(reaching from Bellingham’s present day Holly to G streets)
he also owned property on Whidbey Island and San Juan Island

WASHINGTON TERRITORIAL GOVERNOR STEVENS IS WELCOMED TO OLYMPIA
Isaac Ingalls Stevens, traveling unescorted from Fort VVancouver,
took the usual route by way of the Cowlitz River to Olympia
He arrived in Olympia alone hungry and very muddy
because of the bad roads he had been traveling -- November 25, 1853
no one recognized him since no one knew what the new governor looked like
everyone in town expected him to arrive with pomp and ceremony
Stevens made an effort to get something to eat at the only eating place he could find in town
but the cook had no time to serve him
Stevens was told, “We are going to have doin’s here, and we can’t feed a stranger till after
they’re through”®
Governor protested that he was hungry and begged to be provided some scraps at the kitchen table
in kindness, the muddy traveler was sent to the kitchen and given some odds and ends to eat
after satisfying his hunger, Stevens went out into the street to look around
While investigating Olympia a man complained to Stevens about the slow arrival of the new governor
Stevens answered, “Then I suppose I am the man you are looking for.”%
Once the honored guest’s presence was discovered
someone began to beat on an old saw hung on a post with a hammer
men appeared from all directions and gathered in the dining hall
When the Governor explained who he was, everyone gave him a hearty welcome
he was informed the party was in his honor
dinner, in the best style and form the town could achieve, was served in the dining room
Governor Stevens sat at the head of the table and watched the others eat
he was not hungry -- he had already eaten
After dinner, Governor Stevens declared to the people of Puget Sound
there were several great stretches of Eastern Washington which invited settlement
he remarked: “I can speak advisedly of the beautiful St. Mary’s valley just west of the
Rocky Mountains and stretching across the whole breadth of the territory; of the plain fifty miles
wide bordering the south bank of the Spokane River; of the valley extending from the Spokane

8 Edmond Stephen Meany, History of the State of Washington, P. 161.
8 Edmond Stephen Meany, History of the State of Washington, P. 161.
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River to Colville; of the Coeur d’Alene Prairie of six hundred square miles; the Walla Walla valley.
The Nez Perce’s country is said to be rich as well as the country bordering on the Yakima River.”®’

WASHINGTON TERRITORY GOES INTO OPERATION
Territorial Governor Isaac Ingalls Stevens proclaimed the government in operation
in Olympia -- November 28, 1853
he also proclaimed Olympia the new territorial capitol city
he called for an election of territorial legislators to be held [January 30, 1854]
with the session to open in Olympia [February 27]
Governor Stevens offered his first speech
“Fellow citizens of the town of Olympia...after my six months experience in the plains and
mountains | feel that I have now reached home -- a home soon to be cheered by the presence of my
wife and children -- and to be the scene of my future labors.

“You have reason to complain of the great delays which have occurred in the organization of
your Territory. It is my pleasant duty; to be able to report that a railroad is eminently practical
from the head of navigation on the Mississippi to your own magnificent Puget Sound.

“Gentlemen, I have now seen much of the Territory, and am convinced that it is to play no
secondary part in the progress of our country. Its position on the north Pacific is august, and makes
it the greatest outpost on the western coast. Its resources...are inexhaustible.... We have everything
to encourage us, and [the region] MUST become a great emporium of trade.

“A great field opens to our view, and we can labor with the conviction that from our hands...an
imperial domain will descend to our children in the cause of freedom and humanity.”’%

But Stevens found the situation in the territory dangerous as well because of the Donation Land Law

this measure amounted to an invitation to take up land
regardless of whether it had been surveyed or not
regardless of extinguishing Indian title to the land
or providing for the land already guaranteed by treaty to the British
Hudson’s Bay Company was resentful
Indians were concerned and restless
New governor appointed two Indian Agents to help with the Indian concerns
Michael Simmons for Puget Sound west of the Cascades
A.J. Bolen for Yakima Country east of the mountains

OLYMPIA CLIQUE GOES INTO OPERATION
This group of leaders served as the Democratic Party political machine
to them Governor Stevens was a hero
his personality and talent gave him an immediate following
Olympia’s Pioneer and Democrat newspaper supported him
Isaac Stevens’ success in finding a practical route for a railroad
gave him great influence over the people of Washington Territory
he served as territorial governor until [1857]

87 Joseph Schafer, PhD., A History of the Pacific Northwest, P. 221.
8 Centralia Daily Chronicle, “Gov. Isaac Stevens Surprised Olympians” P. 14, November 26, 1775
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(then he was elected Territorial Delegate to Congress
he remained in that position until the outbreak of the Civil War)
However, like every active political organization, the Olympia Clique had its detractors
after the hue and cry for territorial status had accomplished its purpose
many people regretted the loss of their completely non-partisan independence

CHIEF SEATTLE, THE SAGE OF THE DUWAMISH PEOPLE, SPEAKS HIS MIND

Dr. Henry Smith who was present at the occasion noted: “Chief Seattle arose with all the dignity of
a senator, who carries the responsibilities of a great nation on his shoulders. Place one hand on the
governor’s head and slowly pointing heavenward with the index finger of the other, he commenced
his memorable address in solemn and impressive tones.”%

“Yonder sky has wept tears of compassion on our fathers for centuries untold, and which, to us,
looks eternal, may change. To-day it is fair, to-morrow it may be overcast with clouds. My words are
like the stars that never set. What Seattle says the great chief, Washington (the Indians in early
times thought that Washington was still alive. They knew the name to be that of a president, and
when they heard of the president at Washington they mistook the name of the city for the name of
the reigning chief. They thought, also, that King George was still England’s monarch, because the
Hudson’s Bay traders called themselves ‘King George men.’ This innocent deception the company
was shrewd enough not to explain away for the Indians had more respect for them than they would
have had, had they known England was ruled by a woman. Some of us have learned better.) can rely
upon, with as much certainty as our pale-face brothers can rely upon the return of the seasons. The
son of the white chief says his father sends us greetings of friendship and good-will. This is kind, for
we know he has little need of our friendship in return, because his people are many. They are like
the grass that covers the vast prairies, while my people are few, and resemble the scattering trees of
a wind-swept plain.

“The great and I presume also good, white chief sends us word that he wants to buy our lands
but is willing to allow us to reserve enough to live on comfortably. This indeed appears generous, for
the red man no longer has rights that he need respect, and the offer may be wise, also, for we are no
longer in need of a great country. There was a time when our people covered the whole land as the
waves of a wind-ruffled sea cover its shell-paved floor. But that time has long since passed away with
the greatness of tribes almost forgotten. | will not mourn over our untimely decay, nor reproach my
pale-face brothers with hastening it, for we, too, may have been somewhat to blame.

“When our young men grow angry at some real or imaginary wrong and disfigure their faces
with black paint, their hearts, also, are disfigured and turn black, and then their cruelty is relentless
and knows no bounds, and our old men are not able to restrain them.

“But let us hope that hostilities between the red man and his pale face brothers may never
return. We would have everything to lose and nothing to gain.

“True it is that revenge, with our young braves, is considered gain, even at the cost of their own
lives, but old men who stay at home in times of war, and old women who have sons to lose, know
better.

8 Recovering the Word: Essays on Native American Literature. Edited by Brian Swann and Arnold Krupat, P. 518-
521.
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“Our great father Washington, for I presume he is now our father as well as yours, since George
has moved his boundaries to the north; our great and good father, | say, sends us word by his son,
who, no doubt, is a great chief among his people, that if we do as he desires, he will protect us. His
brave armies will be to us a bristling wall of strength, and his great ships of war will fill our harbors
so that our ancient enemies far to the northward, the Simsiams and Hydas, will no longer frighten
our women and old men. Then he will be our father and we will be his children. But can this ever
be? You God loves your people and hates mine; he folds his strong arms lovingly around the white
man and leads him as a father leads his infant son, but he has forsaken his red children; he makes
your people wax strong every day, and soon they will fill the land; while our people are ebbing away
like a fast-receding tide, that will never flow again. The white man’s God cannot love his red
children or he would protect them. They seem to be orphans and can look nowhere for help. How
then can we become brothers? How can your father become our father and bring us prosperity and
awaken in us dreams of returning greatness?

“Your God seems to be partial. He came to the white man. We never saw Him; never even heard
His voice; He gave the white man laws but He had no word for His red children whose teeming
millions filled this vast continent as the stars fill the firmament. No, we are two distinct races and
must ever remain so. There is little in common between us. The ashes of our ancestors are sacred
and their final resting place is hallowed ground, while you wander away from the tombs of your
fathers seemingly without regret.

“Your religion was written on tables of stone by the iron finger of an angry God, lest you might
forget it. The red man could never remember nor comprehend it.

“Our religion is the traditions of our ancestors, the dreams of our old men, given them by the
great Spirit, and the visions of our sachems [chiefs], and is written in the hearts of our people.

“Your dead cease to love you and the homes of their nativity as soon as they pass the portals of
the tomb. They wander off beyond the stars, are soon forgotten and never return. Our dead never
forget the beautiful world that gave them being. They still love its winding rivers, its great
mountains and its sequestered vales, and they ever yearn in tenderest affection over the lonely
hearted living and often return to visit and comfort them.

“Day and night cannot dwell together. The red man has ever fled the approach of the white man,
as the changing mists on the mountain side flee before the blazing morning sun.

“However, you proposition seems a just one, and I think my folks will accept it and will retire to
the reservation you offer them, and we will dwell apart and in peace, for the words of the great white
chief seem to be the voice of nature speaking to my people out of the thick darkness that is fast
gathering around them like a dense fog floating inward from a midnight sea.

“It matters but little where we pass the remainder of our days. They are not many. The Indian’s
night promises to be dark. No bright star hovers about the horizon. Sad-voiced winds moan in the
distance. Some grim Nemesis [unbeatable opponent] of our race is on the red man’s trail, and
wherever he goes he will still hear the sure approaching footsteps of the fell destroyer and prepare to
meet his doom, as does the wounded doe that hears the approaching footsteps of the hunter. A few
more moons, a few more winters and not one of all the mighty hosts that once filled this broad land
or that now roam in fragmentary bands through these vast solitudes will remain to weep over the
tombs of a people once as powerful and a hopeful as your own.

“By why should we repine [complain]? Why should | murmur at the fate of my people? Tribes
are made up of individuals and are no better than they. Men come and go like the waves of the sea.
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A tear, a tamanamus [guardian spirit], a dirge [hymn of grief], and they are gone from our longing
eyes forever. Even the white man whose God walked and talked with him, as friend to friend, is not
exempt from the common destiny. We may be brothers after all. We shall see.

“We will ponder your proposition, and when we have decided we will tell you. But should we
accept it, I here and now make this the first condition: That we will not be denied the privilege,
without molestation, of visiting at will the graves of our ancestors and friends. Every part of this
country is sacred to my people. Every hillside, every valley, every plain and grove has been hallowed
by some fond memory or some sad experience of my tribe. Even the rocks that seem to lie dumb as
they swelter in the sun along the silent seashore in solemn grandeur thrill with memories of past
events connected with the fate of my people, and the very dust under your feet responds more
lovingly to our footsteps than to yours, because it is the ashes of our ancestors, and our bare feet are
conscious of the sympathetic touch, for the soil is rich with the life of our kindred.

“The sable braves, and fond mothers, and glad-hearted maidens, and the little children who
lived and rejoiced here, and whose very names are now forgotten, still love these solitudes, and their
deep fastnesses at eventide grow shadowy with the presence of dusky spirits. And when the last red
man shall have perished from the earth and his memory among the white men shall have become a
myth, these shores shall swarm with the invisible dead of my tribe, and when your children’s
children shall think themselves alone in the field, the shop, upon the highway or in the silence of the
woods they will not be alone. In all the earth there is no place dedicated to solitude. At night when
the streets of your cities and villages shall be silent, and you think them deserted, they will throng
with the returning hosts that once filled and still love this beautiful land. The white man will never
be alone. Let him be just and deal kindly with my people, for the dead are not altogether
powerless.”®

OREGON TERRITORY GETS A NEW GOVERNOR
John Wesley Davis arrived in Salem, Oregon -- December 2, 1853; (will serve until [August 1, 1854])
he assumed power from local politician Acting-Governor George Law Curry
Oregon Territorial Governor Davis
was a former Democratic Speaker of the National House of Representatives
who had presided over the Political Convention which nominated Franklin Pierce
During his administration he suffered nine months of attack by the Whig Portland Oregonian
even the Democratic Salem Clique, which dominated Oregon politics,
labeled Governor Davis a foreigner

OREGON TERRITORIAL LEGISLATURE GOES INTO SESSION

% Note: some controversy surrounds this speech as Chief Seattle (or as he preferred, Noah) did not speak English
well and most probably delivered the speech in Lushotseed, the native language of the Duwamish people. This was
translated into Chinook Jargon and then into English. Dr. Henry Smith, who had mastered the language of the
Duwamish, took notes and reproduced the speech from his notes. Chief Seattle’s Speech as recorded by Dr. Smith
was published in the Seattle Star, October 28, 1887. This speech is often reported to have been delivered at the 1855
Point Elliott Treaty signing but according to Dr. Smith it was delivered at a reception for Superintendent of Indian
Affairs Isaac Stevens “in front of Dr. Maynard’s office” on Main Street in November or December 1853, Finally,
there are at least four versions of this speech attributed to Chief Seattle.
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Washington Territory had been carved out of the northern and eastern portions of Oregon Territory
Oregon’s legislature went into session representing an area than previously -- December 5, 1853
C.Z. Bishop was elected Speaker of the House of Representatives by its members
Ralph Wilcox served as President of the Council
Council member promptly reelected Joe Lane as Territorial Delegate to Congress
Democrats dominated the newly reconstituted government with the capital established at Salem
that should have put an end to the political squabbling once and for all, but it did not
Issue of slavery came to a head in Oregon Territory -- 1853
debate centered around the Blue Book Controversy which had continued unabated since [1849]
Little Blue Book, lowa Territorial Laws [1839], forbade slavery
“neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime”
Big Blue Book, Revised Statute of lowa of [1843], was less direct
James K. Kelly, Reuben P. Boise, David R. Bigelow, and Joseph G. Wilson
submitted a code of laws designed to alleviate legal conflicts between the Blue Books
these proposed codes were adopted by the Territorial Legislature -- December 1853
to go into effect [May 1, 1854]
Oregonians split into “cliques” along political lines -- Democrats vs. Whig-Republicans
rabid political quarrels continued on in the pages of the local Oregon newspapers
Democrat-controlled Salem newspaper, the Oregon Statesman,
began referring to the Argus as the “Air Goose”
and the Whig mouthpiece in Oregon City, the Argus,
took to calling the Statesman’s publisher, Asahel Bush, “the Ass of Hell”

SAN JUAN ISLAND BECPOMES A SCENE OF CONTROVERSY
British Governor and Chief Factor Sir James Douglas at Victoria
became alarmed that an influx of Americans would challenge British sovereignty over the island
James Douglas decided to establish farm on San Juan Island
under the auspices of the Puget Sound Agricultural Company
Steamer Beaver dropped off the farm’s foreman, Charles John Griffin -- December 1853
accompanied by a crew of Kanaka (Hawaiian) shepherds and 1,300 sheep
along with the sheep Griffin brought crop seed and farm animals, including some Berkshire pigs
Griffin located his farm’s headquarters on the narrow peninsula
leading to (Cattle Point) on San Juan Island’s southern tip
he placed the sheep under the care of his Kanaka shepherds
Impressed with the glorious views across the island, Puget Sound and neighboring islands
Griffin named his piece of paradise Belle Vue Farm
An American settler who was cutting timber on San Juan Island
was informed he was trespassing on Puget Sound Agricultural Company (and British) land

CAPTAIN GEORGE B. McCLELLAN’S ISSUES HIS REPORT ON THE CASCADE ROUTE
Apathetic and deficient in his work though he was, McClellan’s efforts proved valuable anyway
his report provided a wealth of general information that was previously unknown:
he was the first to explore the area of the North Cascades as far north as the 49th parallel,
documenting various water courses and drainages -- often to their source;
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*he found and verified that the territory was inaccurately mapped
and, defying former beliefs about the region, the northern country was very rugged,;

*he did basic survey work on the eastern side of the Cascade Mountains
centered on an Indian trail which was later useful;

however, McClellan’s report also was inaccurate:

*he reported that the Columbia River Gorge afforded the only route worth considering;

*he noted great physical challenges prevented construction across the Cascades further north;
he completely missed two good routes through the Cascade Mountains to the West Coast
(thus the northern Cascade Range was untouched by railroad development for years)

WASHINGTON TERRITORIAL GOVERNOR STEVEN’S WRITES HIS REPORT
Isaac Stevens informed Secretary Davis that regarding the railroad survey
he recommended the route should branch at the Snake River:
eone crossing the Cascade Mountains through Snoqualmie Pass directly to Puget Sound
other along the North side of the Columbia River to a yet to be named desirable terminus
Not only did the Army Topographical Engineer expedition
document the route of the northern railroad, but it recorded the flora and fauna
and Native American tribes
artists John Mix Stanley and Gustavus Sohon created a pictorial record of the expedition
that included some of the first graphic representations of the regions explored
Isaac Stevens had conducted an exhaustive preliminary study
he estimated the cost of a railroad from the Mississippi River to the Pacific Ocean
at $117,121,000
this cost was increased by Secretary Jefferson Davis to $150,871,000,
Stevens himself attributed this to Davis’ bias in favor of the Southern railroad route
Steven’s survey report [published in 1859] was the most thorough of the four railroad surveys

SOME EXPEDITION MEMBERS DISAGREE WITH GOVERNOR STEVENS
Regarding the desirability of the Northern route through Washington Territory
naturalist George Suckley accused Stevens of outright puffery
he told his brother, “A road might be built over the tops of the Himalayeh [sic] mountains
-- but no reasonable man would undertake it. | think the same of the Northern route. Tunnels of two
miles in length are not our only obstacles; gullies, steep grades and deep cuts are bad enough, but
the almost innumerable heavy and strong bridges required, and the large number of short and
sudden curves, frequently of less than 1,000 feet radius, are very serious obstacles.”®*
he added even most Washingtonians thought the most likely path was through South Pass
Truth lay somewhere between Steven's boosterism and Suckley's ridicule
developing the northern route would be possible -- but not easy
However, most significantly, Secretary of War Jefferson Davis himself used his influence
in favor of the Southern Transcontinental route along the California Trail

%1 James A. Crutchfield, It Happened in Washington, P. 42.
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Davis stated: “Not only is this the shortest and least costly route to the Pacific, but it is the
shortest and cheapest route to San Francisco, the greatest commercial city on our western coast.”%
(no final decision would be made until the South had seceded from the Union
and Jefferson Davis led the Confederacy as its president)

GOVERNOR STEVENS REJECTS McCLELLAN’S REPORT
Washington Territorial Governor Isaac Ingalls Stevens had been assigned three principal tasks
by President Franklin Pierce and Secretary of War Jefferson Davis:
1) survey a northern transcontinental railroad and telegraph route
and a wagon road from the Missouri River to Puget Sound;
2) serve as Superintendent of Indian Affairs in Washington Territory;
3) establish and maintain a government for Washington Territory
Governor Stevens rejected Captain George B. McClellan’s suggested route along the Columbia River
Stevens had heard of a possible railroad route through Snogualmie Pass
Stevens decided he wanted to use this route although he had never visited it himself
Stevens sent two reports to Secretary of War Jefferson Davis
Captain George B. McClellan’s report (although he disagreed with the contents)
and his own report

GEORGE WHITWORTH ESTABLISHES PORTLAND’S FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. George Whitworth and Mary Whitworth and their five children wintered in Portland
there Rev. Whitworth and Dr. J. S. Yantis established the First Presbyterian Church
he worked to develop his dream: a Presbyterian colony

U.S. THIRD ARTILLERY GOES BY SHIP TO CALIFORNIA BUT IS FORCED TO TURN BACK
Headquartered at Fortress Monroe, Virginia where its artillery school was established
portions of Third Artillery Regiment were ordered to ship out for California
aboard the new steamer San Francisco -- December 21, 1853
these included about 500 men of Companies A, D, G, H, I and K with their band
and large detachments of recruits for Companies B and L
Weather became very threatening -- a high wind came up and the sea became mountainous
San Francisco became unmanageable
a huge wave swept away part of the upper deck carrying 150 soldiers and twenty-five civilians
overboard to their death
425 survivors were taken to New York, Boston or Liverpool, England

ADDITIONAL PARTIES CONDUCT SURVEYS
When Governor Steven’s appropriation to conduct the northern route survey ran out
he was obliged to draw an additional $16,000 to complete the work
Lieutenant Abiel Tinkham was hired by Governor Stevens to explore for a mountain pass
Tinkham traveled east across Snoqualmie Pass on foot with a party of Yakama Indians
who were familiar with an Indian trail to reach a Snoqualmie Indian camp

92 Joseph Schafer, PhD., A History of the Pacific Northwest, P. 237.
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near Snoqualmie Falls -- during the winter 1853-1854
their explorations were conducted all the way to Seattle
Tinkham was much more optimistic than was Captain George B. McClellan
about the route being suitable for a railroad
he had not seen snow over six feet deep all the way
his reports were the basis for early road building efforts across Snoqualmie Pass
A party under Lieutenant Rufus Saxton established a depot at the western base of the Rockies
they later surveyed a large portion of the region
between the Columbia River valley and Fort Benton on the Missouri River
Lieutenant Andrew Jackson Donelson went up the Missouri River
to create a supply base at Fort Union, a fur trading post far upstream, and examine the country
Lieutenant John Mullan with thirteen men was billeted at Fort Owen
an outpost on the upper reaches of Clark’s Fork River and the Coeur d’ Alene Mountains
throughout the winter Mullan and his men traveled around the valley and nearby mountains
taking measurements, mapping and seeking information from local folks, Indian and white
Mullan depended heavily on an enlisted man, Gustavus Sohon, “an artist and gifted linguist”
he learned the Salish tongues of the Flatheads and Pend d' Oreilles
and became the party’s interpreter
Sohon helped gather information on trails, mountain passes and other geographical features
and his sketches are still among the earliest and best of the region
Mullan became well-known among the area residents who met him
as he explored the Mission valley where St. Ignatius Mission was located
and in the Bitterroot Valley where St. Mary's Mission and Fort Owen were built
Still another small independent party under naturalist George Suckley
spent a frigid month in the mountains sometimes eating roots to stay alive
and huddling at night under eleven blankets and a buffalo robe to keep warm
Suckley accumulated a large collection of natural history specimens
he and four companions built a canoe
packed notebooks crammed with data on the courses of rivers and the specimens
into the craft and pushed off to rejoin their comrades at Fort Vancouver on the coast
they completed the remarkable journey of 1,049 miles in fifty-three days

SMALLPOX EPIDEMIC SWEEPS THE REGION
Once again smallpox struck the settlers and decimated the natives -- 1853-1854
many Indians and settlers were saved by the efforts of Catholic priests

CALIFORNIA STAGE COMPANY IS FORMED IN SACRAMENTO
Five of the six stage lines in California merged into the California Stage Company -- January 1, 1854
leaving Adams and Company as their only competition in California
At the time of merger, California Stage Company was the largest organization of its kind
with capital stock was fixed at one million dollars
Sacramento became the headquarters for 170 stations scattered over fourteen separate routes
This giant merger soon brought Oregon Territory
into direct and regular communication with the outside
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however, Washington Territory had no direct overland link beyond its borders

STUART’S EXPRESS OPERATES BETWEEN PORTLAND AND OLYMPIA
It was the custom for freighting concerns in Olympia to meet Cowlitz River boats
with an eye for extra business, freight haulers offered to transport passengers
to and from Cowlitz Landing
A.B. Stuart opened Stuart’s Express which was affiliated with California’s Adams and Company
the one express company that did not merge into the California Stage Company
Stuart’s Express provided the first regular passenger service out of Olympia to Portland -- 1854
it appears to have been a strictly regional operation
as they transshipped and received freight through the Adams and Company
Stuart boasted that “even with ‘stoppages’ its messenger had covered the 180-mile
distance between these two cities ‘within thirty-six hours’!”%
Ezra Meeker recounted how the unhappy travelers in an out of Olympia were “conveyed
over either the roughest corduroy or deepest mud, the one bruising the muscles the other straining
the nerves in the anticipation of being dumped into the bottomless pit of mud.”%

TRAVEL AND COMMUNICATION WAS SLOW AROUND PUGET SOUND
Steamer Fairy ran for a short time on Puget Sound but proved to be unseaworthy
she was withdrawn from service -- January 1854
for nine months nothing faster than a sailing vessel or canoe could be had
to transport passengers or troops from place to place
while land travel north of Seattle was impracticable
Absence of steam vessels on Puget Sound made communication of news slow and uncertain
it also made the possibility of help in case need nearly hopeless

WASHINGTON TERRITORY’S TWO MAIN SETTLEMENTS GROW

In Vancouver, Washington Territory a courthouse was built -- 1854
it joined two hotels, Peter Fulkerson’s saloon and bowling alley

Clark County sheriff agreed to rent the courthouse to the school directors at three dollars a month
provided “school was not to interfere with court proceedings”®

Olympia’s population increased to almost 1,000
there were no paved roads and the houses consisted mostly of log cabins
household goods such as clothing and kitchen utensils had to be brought across country

EDUCATION TAKES A STEP FORWARD IN WASHINGTON TERRITORY
First school in King County opened -- January 17, 1854
a schoolroom was rented in the first frame house in Seattle: “Bachelor’s Hall”
Dr. Henry A. Smith, a versatile and active leader, arrived in Seattle -- 1854
he built an infirmary which received patients from all points in the Puget Sound area

9 Oscar Osburn Winther, The Great Northwest, P. 195.
9 Oscar Osburn Winther, The Great Northwest, P. 188.
% Cecil Dryden, History of Washington, P. 311.
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he later became the first superintendent of schools in King County
School in Vancouver received a new teacher
Mr. M. R. Hathaway replaced Mrs. Clark Short who had conducted classes [1852-1853]
M. R. Hathaway was a homesteader and one-time postmaster at VVancouver
during his career he moved around to a variety of teaching positions
(and eventually became superintendent of schools for Clark County)

SAN JUAN ISLAND DISPUTE
International boundary along the 49™ parallel became confusing at the shore of Puget Sound
there was no agreement where the line extended as it continued west (if it continued west)
across the water, through the archipelago and across Vancouver Island
British Puget Sound Agricultural Company’s Belle Vue Farm
on the southern tip of San Juan Island brought a response from Washington Territory officials
U.S. Customs Collector Colonel Isaac Ebey stationed at Port Townsend sent his deputies,
Henry Webber and Paul K. Hubbs on several trips across the Strait of Juan de Fuca
to collect the revenue due on incoming British goods
Hubbs found British sheep on San Juan Island
Colonel Ebey demand that Puget Sound Agricultural Company
pay custom duties on animals and other property it had (in Ebey’s view)
smuggled into the United States

SOUTHERN OREGON ENJOYS A PERIOD OF PEACE AFTER THE TABLE ROCK TREATY
Hostilities between Indians and whites remained in check -- but suspicions were prevalent
settlers and miners in Randolph, Oregon Territory and at the Whiskey Run Mines

thought the Nasomah band of Lower Coquille Indians were up to something
they decided to do something about it
George H. Abbott, A.F. Soap and William H. Packwood led forty volunteers
to a sleeping Coquille village a mile and a half from the Oregon coast
they attacked with a fury (near today’s Bandon, Oregon) -- January 28, 1854
Indians had only three guns and some bows and arrows to defend themselves
volunteers killed fifteen men, one woman and wounded four others
twenty Coquille Indians were captured
jubilant volunteers believed they had pre-empted a planned Indian up-rising
in fact they had only begun another series of reprisals

ELECTION DAY -- A FIRST FOR WASHINGTON TERRITORY

Date for the first territorial election was set by Governor Isaac Stevens for January 30, 1854
of an estimated population of 3,965 there were 1,682 white, male voters

Democrat Columbia Lancaster was elected Washington Territorial Delegate to Congress
defeating Whig candidate William Wallace 698 votes to 500 f
Lancaster served one term [April 12, 1854 until March 3, 1855]

Nine Councilmen (members of the upper legislative house) were elected

Territorial House of Representatives was composed of seventeen members
Pacific County seemed to suffer from a peculiar malady
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J.L. Brown was nominated for the office of Representative but died before Election Day
John Scudder was then nominated and elected, but died en route to the legislative session
another candidate, Henry Fiester, was elected by special permit
he arrived safely in Olympia and took his oath of office
next day, Fiester entered the Pacific Hotel
where members had gathered around a stove to discuss the topics of the day
he complained of pain in his shoulder, he sat in a chair
and was seized by a coughing spell -- he dropped over dead
lobbyist James Strong secured a proclamation from the governor
calling for still another election in Pacific County
James Strong was elected representative and finished the term

OLYMPIA’S NEWSPAPERS CHANGES ITS NAME
Washington Territory’s only newspaper, the Olympia Columbian
owned by two printers, Thornton F. McElroy and James W Wiley, had begun operation [1852]
it had advertised itself as being politically independent
After the first election the Columbian became the Pioneer and Democrat -- February 4, 1854
this newspaper became the spokesman of the Olympia Clique
and Washington Territory government
Governor Isaac Ingalls Stevens was a hero
his energetic personality and talent as reported in venerated newspaper articles
assured him an enamored following

SECRETARY OF WAR JEFFERSON DAVIS DISAGREES WITH STEVEN’S REPORT
After reviewing the various reports related to the Northern Transcontinental Railroad route
Jefferson Davis threw his support behind Captain George McClellan’s report
of the difficulties inherent with the northern route
Secretary of War rejected Governor Steven’s report out of hand
this could have been because of Davis’ southern leanings
and his willingness to accept the southern (or even central routes) as superior
possibly the Secretary of War was prejudiced against Stevens
because of the presumptuous way he ran up deficits
even authorizing unauthorized additional survey efforts
Secretary Davis protested the charges as they came in
he wrote Governor Stevens a blistering letter ordering all further operations stopped
and the surveying parties disbanded

CHETCO RIVER INDIANS OF OREGON ARE ATTACKED
Chetco River Indians had lived peacefully along that river in spite of the events surrounding them
they operated a ferry for miners and packers traveling along the Oregon coast
(white settler A.F. Miller had built a house about a quarter mile from the river’s mouth [1853]
he decided to take over the ferry business
he promised the Chetco Indians peace and a good trade relationship
if they gave up their weapons -- they complied)
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A.F. Miller contacted friends living in the Smith River settlements in California
they attacked the unsuspecting and unarmed Chetco Indians (near Brookings, Oregon)
shooting at them and burning their lodges -- February 15, 1854
two Indians trapped inside a plank house burned to death
another was shot down as he ran
attackers allowed most of the women and children to escape, but they killed twelve men

WASHINGTON TERRITORY LEGISLATIVE BUILDING IS CRAMPED
Washington Territory legislators met in the building constructed by Edmund Sylvester
as a general store with living quarters on the second floor [1852]
located on Main Street (now Capitol Way) near Third Avenue
this building became The Parker-Coulter Dry Goods Store [1853]
second floor became the home of the territorial legislature
access to the Council and House of Representatives chambers
was by an outside stairway that led to both rooms
Olympia founder, Edmund Sylvester gave the legislature twelve acres on which to build the capitol
located on a hill the site overlooked a body of water (that is now known as Capitol Lake)

FIRST LEGISLATIVE SESSION IN WASHINGTON TERRITORY OPENS IN OLYMPIA
Newly elected members of the Territorial Legislature arrived on foot, horseback, canoe or small boat
their average age was twenty-eight
ten were farmers, seven were lawyers, four were mechanics
no other occupation was represented by more than one member®
First legislative assembly convened -- February 27 [to May 1] 1854
eight of the nine Councilmen (members of the upper legislative house) who were present
elected their Officers:
G.N. McConaha from King County was made President of the Council
he was an attorney and had been chairman of the Monticello Convention,
H.M. Frost from Pierce County was elected Chief Clerk after twenty-five ballots
one week later he resigned due to poor eyesight
Elwood Evans of Thurston County was elected as Frost’s replacement,
W.E. Hichs was elected Assistant Clerk,
J.L. Mitchell was elected Sergeant-at-Arms,
W.G. Osborne was elected Door Keeper
seventeen members of the House of Representatives elected their Officers:
Francis Chenoweth of Clark County was elected Speaker,
B.F. Kendall was elected Chief Clerk,
D.L. Phillips was elected Assistant Clerk,
E.W. Austin was elected Sergeant-at-Arms,
James H. Roundtree was elected Door Keeper,
legislators received $3.00 per diem and 10 cents per mile for travel expenses
Territorial officers were selected by the members of the legislature

% Don Brazier, History of the Washington Legislature 1854-1963, P. 3.
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Treasurer -- William Cook

Auditor -- D.R. Bigelow

Librarian -- B.F. Kendall

Prosecuting Attorney:
First District -- F.A. Chenoweth
Second District -- D.R. Bigelow
Third District -- F.A. Clark

WASHINGTON TERRITORY LEGISLATURE GOES INTO ACTION
First session of Washington Territory’s first Legislature opened -- February 27, 1854
Almost the very first topic for discussion in the Territorial House of Representatives
was that of Suffrage (voting) rights
it was of such importance that it became the subject of the first section of the first act adopted
an amendment extending the franchise to “persons of mixed white and Indian blood
who had adopted the customs and habits of civilization” was proposed and lost
another amendment offered by King County Representative Arthur A. Denny, “to allow
all white females over the age of eighteen years to vote,” also was lost on a nine to nine tie vote
one representative who was married to an Indian woman voted “no”
because Indian women were not included in the Bill
First Bill passed established a Board of Commissioners to prepare a Code of Laws
legislators agreed to adopt the laws of Oregon Territory where practical

TERRITORIAL LEGISLATORS RECEIVE MONEY FROM CONGRESS IMPROVEMENTS
Congress had granted additional funds to the territory for specific improvements:
*navigation was improved with a grant of $94,000 to construct lighthouses along the shoreline,
*Superintendent of Indian Affairs was provided $100,000 for use in dealing with the natives,
*money was granted for the construction of important roads:
-$25,000 for a road between The Dalles and Fort VVancouver,
-$30,000 for a wagon road between Fort Steilacoom and Fort VVancouver
(this road eventually ran southeastward from Fort Steilacoom
across the American Plain [at present North Fort Lewis] to the Nisqually River
then overland to the head of navigation of the Cowlitz River
it continued near [today’s Toledo, Washington] and then by river or along the river bank
to Fort Vancouver
bridges across the lower portion of the Nisqually River were often washed away
by flooding and ferries had to be used to cross the river)

GOVERNOR ISAAC STEVENS TURNS HIS ATTENTION TO ROADS
One of the major concerns of Washington Territory pioneers was the lack of roads
in his first message to the territorial legislature, Governor Stevens stressed the need for road building
few roads existed in the territory at that time
most commerce and travel was by water or on horseback over Indian trails
he noted there was a general desire to relieve the isolation in which pioneers found themselves
and develop faster ways to reach the market areas
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Governor recommended his own road construction projects between:
*Puget Sound and Walla Walla,
*Puget Sound and the Columbia River,
ealong the eastern shore of Puget Sound from Olympia to Bellingham Bay
Governor Stevens took road improvements seriously
Lieutenant Richard Arnold U.S. Fourth Infantry stationed at Ft. Steilacoom
took charge of the government road building program over Naches Pass -- 1854
only minor improvements were accomplished
(each succeeding session of the legislature passed a steadily increasing amount of legislation
pertaining to transportation)

WASHINGTON TERRITORY LEGISLATURE CREATES EIGHT NEW COUNTIES

To facilitate election of territorial officers:
*Whatcom -- [March 9, 1854] in honor of a local chief; County Seat: Bellingham,
*Skamania -- [March 9, 1854] means: “swift water”; County Seat: Stevenson,
*Sawamish -- [March 13, 1854] County Seat: Shelton

(renamed Mason County in honor of Territorial Secretary C.H. Mason [1864]),

*Chehalis -- [April 14, 1854] means: “sand” (renamed Grays Harbor) County Seat: Montesano,
*Cowlitz -- [April 21, 1854] named in honor of local Indians; County Seat: Kelso,
*Wahkiakum -- [April 24, 1854] named in honor of local chief; County Seat: Cathlamet,
*Walla Walla -- [April 25, 185]) means “swift water”; County Seat: Walla Walla,
*Clallam -- [April 26, 1854] means: “strong people”; County Seat: Port Angeles

These joined existing Washington counties that had been created by the Oregon Territory legislature:
Clarke (later Clark) County [August 20, 1845], Country Seat: Vancouver,

Lewis County [December 19, 1845], County Seat: Claquato which is no longer in existence,
Pacific County [February 4, 1851], County Seat: Pacific City,
Thurston County [January 12, 1852], County Seat: Olympia,
Jefferson County [December 22, 1852], Seat: Port Townsend,
King County [December 22, 1852], County Seat: Seattle
Pierce County [December 22, 1852], County Seat: Tacoma

JUDICIAL DISTRICTS WERE ESTABLISHED AND JUDGES ASSIGNED
First Judicial District -- Justice O.B. McFadden
Walla Walla, Skamania, Clarke, Cowlitz, Wahkiakum and Pacific counties
Second Judicial District -- Justice Victor Monroe
Lewis, Chehalis (renamed Grays Harbor), Thurston and Sawamish (renamed Mason) counties
Third Judicial District -- Chief Justice Edward Lander
Pierce, King, Island, Clallam, Jefferson and Whatcom counties

HOSTILITIES TAKE PLACE ALONG PUGET SOUND
William Young, an engineer employed at the Alki Point sawmill
operated by Charles Terry and William Renton hired three members of the Snohomish natives
to take him north to locate a land claim on Whidbey Island -- early March 1854
several days later, two of the guides were seen with Young’s clothing, watch and money
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Fearing Young had met with foul play, King County Sheriff Thomas Russell organized a posse
consisting of himself, Dr. Wesley F. Cherry, Mr. Tyson, and one or two other white men
along with four Indians
Russell’s posse followed the suspects by canoe to Holmes Harbor on Whidbey Island
where they attempted to take the Indians into custody but a fight broke out on the beach
Pioneer and Democrat reported nine Indians killed including at least one of the suspects
Deputy Sheriff Russell, Tyson, and Cherry were wounded -- March 5, 1854
Russell’s posse returned to Seattle where Dr. Wesley F. Cherry died the next day -- March 6, 1854
Cherry was the first public safety officer to die in the line of duty in Washington
citizens of Seattle discussed retaliation but reconsidered
they drafted a request to Governor Isaac Stevens for military action

FIRST SCHOOL FUNDING LAW PASSES IN WASHINGTON TERRITORY
Territorial Councilman D.R. Bigelow of Thurston County introduced a Bill
to provide territorial money for schooling all children between four
and twenty-one years of age -- March 1854
this proposal was almost an identical to Oregon Territory’s school law
two-mill (.002¢) tax was levied in every county to be added to the school fund
from the sale of land granted by the Federal government (land Sections 16 and 36)
to provide funds for maintenance of the common schools
together with the money secured from fines imposed for breaking the laws of the Territory
Each county set up its own school system -- or not
no central authority was created to provide uniformity
In Washington Territory standards for pupils and teachers alike were inadequate
instruction was largely confined to elementary grades
in the absence of “normal” (teacher training) schools
standards for teacher education and teacher qualifications were necessarily very inferior
equally inadequate were the school buildings and the equipment that went in them

INDIAN AGENTS ARE ESTABLISHED BY GOVERNOR STEVENS
Governor Stevens established Indian Agents for three districts in Washington Territory
Michael Simmons became Indian Agent for the region west of the Cascade Mountains,
A.J. Bolan, a member of the legislature from Clarke County,
became the Indian Agent for the region east of the Cascade Mountains to the Bitterroots
W.H. Tappan, a councilman from Clarke County, became a special agent
for the Columbia River District

GOVERNOR STEVENS ACCOMPANIES THE MILITARY TO WHIDBEY ISLAND
Soldiers from Fort Steilacoom under Lieutenant William Slaughter set out for Whidbey Island
they were accompanied by Territorial Governor Stevens, Indian Agent Michael Simmons
and Deputy Indian Agent George Gibbs
boat containing members of Companies A and C of the U.S. Fourth Infantry
capsized in Puget Sound -- nine of the eleven soldiers drowned
Governor Stevens continued on with Indian Agents Michael Simmons and George Gibbs
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they met with Chiefs Seattle of the Suquamish people and Patkanim of the Snoqualmie Indians
it was learned engineer William Young became drunk and quarreled with his Indian guides
he assaulted them with a sword, killing one and wounding the other
Indian Tom Taylor, the son of the murdered guide, killed Young in revenge -- March 1854
Seattle and Patkanim named the Indians in the Holmes Harbor fight,
but said the killers had fled
Stevens’ party continued on to Holmes Harbor and ordered the Indians to deliver up the suspects
when they refused, Stevens burned their canoes and paddled back to Olympia
Soon after Tom Taylor pleaded guilty to murdering William Young and one of the guides
Taylor was indicted for murder

WASHINGTON TERRITORY LEGISLATORS EFFECT OTHER CHANGES
Legislators made other changes in the laws they had inherited from Oregon Territory:
*legislature petitioned Congress to eliminate Indians’ property rights
and to purchase thousands of acres owned by the Puget Sound Agricultural Company;
*laws targeting Chinese were passed to discourage immigration
and severely limit their financial success
Washington Territorial legislature denied the vote to anyone from China;
elegislature sent a Memorial to Congress asking for confirmation
of George Washington Bush’s claim he had cultivated for nearly ten years -- March 1854
Bush could not claim land under the Oregon Donation Land Law;
*legislature passed an Act creating a Territorial University with the location to be determined;
sprovisions were made for the location, establishment and operation of ferries
but apparently nothing was done about bridge construction
*Columbia City (today’s Vancouver, Washington) was named the county seat of Clarke County

GOVENOR ISAAC STEVENS APPOINTS INDIAN AGENTS
No Indian agents had been commissioned by the federal government for Washington Territory
Governor Stevens, as Superintendent of Indian Affairs, appointed Michael Simmons
to serve as special agent for the Puget Sound District
Simmons began his duties by publishing a request to all good citizens
to assist in suppressing the sales of liquor to Indians by:
*informing him of every such infraction of the law which became known to them;
*advising persons employing Indians to have a written contract
witnesses by a white man;
srefraining from punishing suspected Indians criminals
except with certain proof of their crimes
he hoped these guidelines would preserve the peace

KILLERS OF CAPTAIN JEWELL AND HIS COOK ARE PURSUED
U.S. Fourth Infantry commander Lieutenant Floyd Jones set out with a squad of men
in pursuit of the killers of Captain Jewell and Mr. Church his cook
in a confrontation two Clallam Indians were killed and several slightly wounded
three natives were arrested and taken to Fort Steilacoom
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three others were subjected to floggings
When Washington Territory Governor Isaac Stevens heard of the encounter
he made a visit to Dungeness Spit confront the natives and to reassure the settlers

SAN JUAN ISLANDS ARE CLAIMED BY WASHINGTON TERRITORY
In response to Hudson’s Bay Company’s Belle Vue farm,
Whatcom became the first and northernmost county
created by the Washington Territory legislature
San Juan Islands were made part of the newly-formed county
name Whatcom derives from a Nooksack word meaning “noisy water”
and also was the name of a Nooksack Indian chief
British government on Vancouver Island protested that this was an illegal action
as was the action of the American settler taking up residence on the island
Canadian New Caledonia Governor James Douglas refused to pay the American taxes
U.S. Customs Collector Colonel Isaac Ebey continued his visits to San Juan Island -- March 1854
he raised an American flag over his tent and sent word to Governor Douglas
that Puget Sound Agricultural Company was trespassing on American property
verbal confrontations followed as Ebey and his deputies threatened to seize Company sheep
to pay for the uncollected duties
Belle Vue Farm manager Charles Griffin threatened to have the Americans arrested
Paul K. Hubbs, assistant Puget Sound District Collector of the Customs,
went straight to Governor Douglas in Victoria and informed the governor
that he would enforce the United States revenue laws around San Juan Island
Hubbs would collect duties from the Puget Sound Agricultural Company sheep farm
and that all vessels in the vicinity would be boarded
to ensure compliance of American revenue laws

COMMODORE MATTHEW PERRY’S SECOND VISIT TO JAPAN
Commodore Perry returned to Japan leading twice as many steam frigates [February 1854]
Japan could not retain its isolation policy without risking war
After weeks of long and tiresome talks, Perry reached a treaty with Japan -- March 31, 1854
peace and friendship between the United States and Japan would be assured
two Japanese ports were opened to American ships
Japan would provide help for any American ships wrecked along the Japanese coast
and shipwrecked crews would be protected
permission for American ships to buy supplies, coal, water and other necessary provisions
in Japanese ports was guaranteed
Key translator for the Japanese during the treaty negotiations had learned English
from Ranald MacDonald who had intentionally marooned himself in Japan [1848]
MacDonald, the son of a Hudson’s Bay Company trader, later said
his fascination with Japan began with stories he heard as a child
about the shipwrecked Japanese sailors he had met in Oregon [1833]
After signing of the treaty, the Japanese invited the Americans to a feast
Americans admired the courtesy and politeness of their hosts
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and thought very highly of the rich Japanese culture

GOVERNOR STEVENS TRAVELS TO WASHINGTON CITY
Secretary of War Jefferson Davis’ blistering letter was received by the governor [February 1854]
not only were each of Governor Stevens’ financial requests rejected
but all further railroad survey operations were ordered stopped
Isaac Stevens asked for and was granted a leave of absence by the Washington territorial legislature
he had four goals in mind:
*to secure the payment of the protested drafts
and to gain permission for still more exploration;
*to preserve the results of his railroad and road survey;
*to support the acts of the legislature which required approval of Congress;
*to escort West his wife and children back to Washington Territory
Leaving twenty-four-year-old Territorial Secretary Charles Mason in charge of his office
Governor Stevens hurried via Panama to the national capital -- early April 1853

BRITISH COUNTER AMERICAN CLAIM
New Caledonia Governor James Douglas protested to Washington Territory Governor Isaac Stevens
British collector of customs, Captain James Sanister, arrived on San Juan Island
he raised the British flag over the shepherd’s cabin at Belle Vue farm
Sanister swore out a warrant for the arrest of American Customs Officer Colonel Isaac N. Ebey
Ebey snatched the document out of the arresting officer’s hands
he stated he would never leave the island (eventually he did leave, however)
(in the course of the next year, two more American tax collectors were subject to arrest)

LIEUTENANT JOHN MULLAN ELIMINATES TWO ROUTES THROUGH THE BITTERROOTS
From their winter camp John Mullan and his men sought the best route across the mountains
for a transcontinental railroad, telegraph line and wagon road
Through his interpreter Gustavus Sohon, Lieutenant John Mullan located an Indian drifter
who suggested the pass (later called Sohon’s Pass and the future route of the Mullan Road)
however, Mullan was still not convinced that the route was the best one
he sent party member topographer Thomas Adams with the Indian
to make a close examination of the spot when the snow depth became more manageable
As the weather improved they pushed their way through a second route over the Lolo Pass
Mullan found the snow so scant that he was able to bring a wagon
across the roadless Continental Divide from Fort Benton
to the Bitterroots -- early spring 1954
entering the Lochsa River area (Idaho) in search for a passage suitable for a railroad
eventually Mullan noted in his report regarding his second option: “I can arrive at but one
conclusion -- that the route is thoroughly and utterly impracticable for a railway. The country is one
immense bed of rugged, difficult, pine-clad mountains, that can never be converted to any purpose
for the use of men ... In all my explorations I have never seen a more uninviting beds of mountains.”
he eliminated Lolo Pass as a potential route
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WASHINGTON TERRITORIAL LAWS ARE NOT APPLIED EQUITABLY
Snohomish Indians hanged two of their own people in Seattle
for the murder of a white man at Lake Union [July 1853] -- April 1854
friendly relations between the two races continued in that region
At about the same time, James Burt murdered a Canadian Indian in an encounter near Olympia
Burt was tried and acquitted -- he fled the territory to avoid the vengeance of the natives
Public opinion believed James Burt should have been punished
apprehensions regarding the consequences of his act were expressed in the Olympia newspaper

STEAMBOAT EXPLOSION ON THE WILLAMETTE RIVER
Sidewheeler Gazelle served the upper Willamette River
she blew up while tied to the dock awaiting departure at Canemah -- 6:40 a.m., April 8, 1854
of the fifty people on board, twenty were Kkilled and four more died later of their injuries
many were prominent people in the territory
tragedy of the Gazelle was the first steamboat disaster in the Pacific Northwest
Gazelle was rebuilt and operated briefly as the barge Sarah Hoyt -- with no boiler she was towed

TABLE ROCK TREATY RATIFIED BY CONGRESS
Table Rock Treaty had been negotiated by Oregon Superintendent of Indian Affairs Joel Palmer
with the Rogue River Indians in Oregon [September 10, 1853]
Congress ratified the terms of the agreement -- April 12, 1854
Rogue River Indian tribe was sent to their reservation
Provisions of the treaty soon were violated by both sides

MARGARET BAILEY RECEIVES A DIVORCE FROM DR. WILLIAM BAILEY
Margaret Smith Jewett had traveled to Oregon with Rev. David Leslie and his family
as part of the second reinforcement of the Methodist Champoeg Mission [1837]
she soon entered into a feud with Rev. Leslie
she married Dr. William Bailey a doctor and early pioneer leader and politician [1839]
Margaret Smith Jewett Bailey divorced Dr. Bailey because of his drinking
and abuse -- April 12, 1854
however, community sympathy seemed to have attached to the disfigured Dr. William Bailey
in her own words as a divorcee Margaret was “shunned and slighted and regarded with
suspicions in every place, till my life is more burdensome than death would be.”®’
Former Mrs. Bailey sought solace by continuing her long-term feud with Rev. David Leslie
Margaret Smith Jewett Bailey also sought comfort by writing the first novel
published in the Pacific Northwest which was actually a thinly disguised biography:
Grains, or Passages in the Life of Ruth Rover, with Occasional Pictures of Oregon,
Natural and Moral [published in 1854]

TWO MEN FROM THE SHIP JOHN ADAMS ARE KILLED BY NATIVES
John Adams was the first vessel to come into the harbor at New Dungeness -- spring 1853

97 David Lavender, Land of Giants, P. 189.
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Captain Jewell master of the barque John Adams, and his cook Mr. Church
started out for Port Townsend in a small boat but were never seen again
both men had considerable sums of money which fell into the hands of the Indians
Clallam Indians admitted that two of their people had murdered the men

CONFEDERATION OF INDIANS FORMED
Yakima Chief Kamiakin began building a confederation of Indian tribes to oppose the white threat
he quickly enlisted Peu-Peu-Mox-Mox, Head Chief of the Walla Walla people
and Looking Glass, War Chief of the Nez Perce
Plateau tribes laid in extra supplies in preparation for the possibility of war -- spring 1854
In secrecy, these three Indian leaders planned a council
to be held in the Grande Ronde Valley of Eastern Oregon which was selected
both because of its remoteness and because it was hoped the Shoshone tribes might join
couriers quietly and quickly spread word of the secret council throughout the region

ST. IGNATIUS MISSION IS REPLACED
Original St. Ignatius Mission (near today’s Cusick, Washington)
was named for the founder of the Society of Jesus -- St. Ignatius Loyola [1844]
Father Joseph Joset noted the clay soil was not good for growing
and that severe winters depleted the surrounding game animals
causing the Indians and missionaries to starve
this site also was both isolated and vulnerable to flooding
St. Ignatius Mission near the Washington-ldaho border had been abandoned after nine years
Father Pierre De Smet and Jesuit Adrian Hoecken constructed a new St. Ignatius Mission
in the Flathead River Valley forty miles north of (today’s Missoula, Montana)
near the old mission of Saint Mary -- 1854
new St. Ignatius Mission would serve the Flathead Indians (north of Missoula, Montana)
as Father De Smet had promised them
initially the Upper Kalispel and most of the Lower Kalispel Indians
moved to the new St. Ignatius Mission
new St. Ignatius Mission provided the longest continuous mission service in the interior

STEILACOOM BECOME THE FIRST INCORPORATED TOWN IN WASHINGTON TERRITORY
Steilacoom established several “first” for the territory:
+first community in Washington Territory to be incorporated -- April 22, 1854;
«first Protestant (Methodist Episcopal) church building in the territory;
«first public lending library in Washington Territory;
«first brick building north of the Columbia River (this was also the first jail in Pierce County);
«first school in Pierce County

WASHINGTON TERRITORY LEGISLATURE ADJOURNS
First session of the Washington Territory Legislature adjourned -- May 1, 1854
at the conclusion of the session there was apparently a “Sine Die” celebration
(Washington’s Territorial [and State] governments adjourn “Sine Die”
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that is, indefinitely -- with no date set to go back into session

“At least one account of the festivities relates that [David] Denny and [George]
McConaha of King County were accosted and coaxed back to the celebration as they were about to
embark by boat for Seattle. Denny was a teetotaler and McConaha was a reformed drinker.
Whether Mr. McConaha succumbed to temptation is not entirely clear, however, his departure for
Seattle was substantially delayed. This may have been the cause for the end of a promising political
career. En route to Seattle in Indian canoes the McConaha party of five including Indian guides
encountered a storm between Vashon Island and Alki Point. A canoe capsized and Mr. McConaha
and two others perished.”%

REV. GEORGE FREDERICK WHITWORTH BRINGS THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH NORTH
Rev. Whitworth and his family moved from Portland, Oregon into Washington Territory
where they were among the early pioneers to settle in the southern Puget Sound area
Whitworth himself arrived at Olympia, the new territorial capital of Washington [March 4, 1854]
he soon took out a donation land claim of 320 acres north of Olympia
Rev. George Whitworth’s family joined him from Portland, Oregon Territory -- May 1854
Whitworth lost no time in organizing the First Presbyterian Church of Olympia
as well as churches in Grand Mound and present-day Chehalis -- he rode circuit on horseback
he is considered the father of Presbyterianism in Washington
in addition, he turned his prodigious energies to law, Indian affairs, farming education
and the development of the area’s coal resources
Initially upon his arrival on Puget Sound and for many years thereafter,
Whitworth was a leader in the Temperance Movement
demanding absolute abstinence from his followers
he founded the first temperance society in the new territory --1854
which advocated a law based on one enacted in Maine ([851]
prohibiting the manufacture and sale of liquor
Whitworth’s dream of a colony of Presbyterians never materialized

DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC RECIEVES A NEW COMMANDER
Number of regular soldiers available in the Pacific Northwest was incredibly small
whole United States Army numbered only about 10,000 men
2,000 of these were stationed along the Pacific coast west of Rocky Mountains
(Department of the Pacific had been created by the United States Army [1853]
to replace the older Pacific Division [1848-1853]
and abolish the 10" Department [California] and 11" [Oregon Territory] Department)
Department of the Pacific was headquartered inland from San Francisco at Benicia, California
Major General John Ellis Wool, the second most senior officer in the United States Army
following only General-in-Chief Winfield Scott himself
at the age of seventy Wool was a veteran of the War of 1812 during which he was wounded
General Wool took command of the Department of the Pacific -- 1854
Wool was a capable administrator, but he was less adept at dealing with political problems

% Don Brazier, History of the Washington Legislature 1854-1963, P. 5.
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he truly believed that the Army was best qualified to deal with westward expansion problems

he was intolerant of interference by those outside the military, including territorial officials
Wool thought problems between Indians and whites were generally the fault of whites

he believed the Indians were being poorly treated by the settlers

he especially blamed volunteer militias whose behavior toward the natives appalled him
critics of Wool often referred to him as pompous or arrogant

they claimed he held too high an opinion of his own moral infallibility

Wool, however, had little interest in public opinion -- he performed his duties as he saw fit

U.S. THIRD ARTILLERY IS SENT TO THE DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC
After the disastrous [1853] trip on their way to California aboard the steamer San Francisco
the undaunted U.S. Third Artillery Companies D, G, I, Kand M
set out from New York around Cape Horn aboard the steamboat Falcon -- 1854
this time on their way to California the U.S. Third Artillery was accompanied
by the U.S. Fourth Infantry Companies B and L on the steamer Illinois
U.S. Third Artillery Companies D, G, I, K and M on the steamer Falcon
nearly repeated the voyage of the San Francisco
disabled in a storm they managed to return to Hampton Roads, Virginia
where the troops landed at Fortress Monroe
there the steamer lllinois picked them up they again began the journey to California

BRADFORDS CASCADE RAILWAY LINKS WESTERN AND EASTERN WASHINGTON
Goods from below the Lower Cascades were portaged around the Columbia Gorge
on Bradfords” mule-powered Cascade Railway to the village of Upper Cascades
this portage railway on the north bank of the Columbia River had existed nearly five years
Inhabitants of Lower Cascades and Upper Cascades made their living cutting firewood
fueling steamboats which consumed an average four cords of wood an hour
while traveling on the Columbia River
Daniel and Putman Bradford’s side-wheeler steamboat Mary was used above the Columbia Gorge
Mary linked the Upper Cascades with The Dalles in what became known as the Middle Cascades
this was as far as steamboats could travel up the Columbia River
above The Dalles remained the still impossible to navigate Celilo Falls
Middle Cascades was considered to be the most treacherous part of the Columbia River

PORTAGES ON THE COLUMBIA RIVER PROVIDE A VITAL LINK
Sidewnheelers Belle of Oregon City owned by Captain W.B. Wells and Captain Richard Williams
and Mary owned by Colonel Joseph Ruckel and Captain Lawrence White Coe
provided the transportation link from Portland, Oregon City, Vancouver and Fort Vancouver
up the Columbia River to Lower Cascades
Two villages, one at either end of The Columbia Gorge provided stopping places
for portaging goods around rapids, rocks and islands both up and down the Columbia River
Lower Cascades was a loading platform and village located nearest to Fort VVancouver and Portland
there goods had to be unloaded from the steamers
and then were placed on Bradford and Company’s little mule-drawn wooden railway
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that ran along the north (Washington) side of the Columbia River
loading and unloading service at the portage was provided by the few settlers residing there
Upper Cascades was the other end of the portage’s mule-car railroad
it consisted of a few houses, Bradfords’ store, a warehouse, a wharf and a sawmill
Fort Cascades was built at the foot of the upper rapids to protect the portage route
two little steamers, Mary and Wasco, transported supplies back and forth
across the forty miles of water between Upper Cascades and The Dalles
this was considered the most treacherous part of the portage
Cascade Railway linked Lower Cascades with village of Upper Cascades
after the original Cascade Railway line was severely damaged by a flood [winter 1855]
the link between Lower and Upper Cascades was rebuilt
by brothers Daniel F. Bradford and Putnam Bradford -- 1856
Daniel F. Bradford hired men to rebuild track along the north side of the Columbia River
(this track was later lengthened and reached six miles when completed)
Middle Cascades as it was called linked Lower Cascades and Upper Cascades
had a blockhouse, Fort Rains, which served to protect the wooden-rail, mule-powered railway
Fort Rains was located one mile below the falls of Upper Cascades
Settlements above and below the rapids of The Cascades were unprotected
outermost settlements were ten miles apart
supplies tended to accumulate at either end waiting for shipment to Fort Vancouver or Fort Dalles
this proved to be a military hazard in the movement of supplies
Meeting the needs of gold seekers in the Colville region added to the growing trade at The Dalles
but the greatest demand was generated by the increase in the number of troops
stationed in Yakima and Walla Walla country
necessitating the transportation of munitions and supplies

STEAMBOAT WASHINGTON SERVES THE UMPQUA RIVER
Steamer Washington made three trips a week on the Umpgua River
between Scottsburg, Oregon Territory and the mouth of the river
she left Allan, McKinlay & Company’s wharf at Scottsburg
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays
one of Washington’s owners was Captain Sylvester Hinsdale a former sailor
and a merc